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IQRA' NOTE: To Teachers and Parents 


IQRA’ International Educational Foundation is pleased to publish the revised edition 
of Sister B. Aisha Lemu's book, Tahdhib and Sirah as Islamic Tahdhib and Akhlaq: 
Theory and Practice. This textbook was written as part of the Islamic Studies 
Curriculum for the Nigerian school system in 1983. Published at a time when 
Islamic literature for children was scarcely available, Sister Lemu’s series of 
textbooks was truly a pioneering effort in the field of Islamic Studies. Subsequently, 

many of these books found their way to educational institutions throughout Western 


Europe and America. 


The subject of moral education, Tahdhib and Akh/ag, is considered vital in Islam and 
covers a broad range of topics. While moral education is obviously important for 
individual development, it also defines the character of the entire society. The 
Qur'àn and Hadith, our richest resources for moral education, cover almost every 
aspect of life in both specific and general terms. By describing the moral & ethical 
struggles of the early prophets and their followers, The Qur’an and Hadith 

provide detailed accounts of the benefits of moral living. By contrast, the 
consequences of amorality are illlustrated by the ill-fate of those who rejected true 
faith. Moreover, the Saah of Prophet Muhammad £z, provides the most perfect 
practical example of both theory and practice. Islamic history provides many other 
practical examples of Islamic Akh/ag and Tahdhib through the lives of the Sahabah 


and other pious Muslims. 


Unfortunately, much of this moral education does not reach our children for two 
reasons: (a) they cannot read the Arabic books and (b) the complete translated 
Qur'àn and volumes of Hadith are too advanced for their level of reading. The study 
of a few selected verses from the Qur'an and selected Ahadith cannot adequately 


cover the subject of moral education in a systematic manner. 


In this textbook, a broad spectrum of moral and social teachings and important 
biographies are covered in a systematic and organized fashion giving both the theory 
and practical examples in real life of Islamic Akh/ag and Tahdhib. The textbook uses 
Qur'ànic verses and carefully authenticated Ahadith as a basis for the lesson. 
Students should try to memorize these verses and Ahadith and their English 


translation. 


The revised edition is divided into two parts. The first part is a textbook based on the 


reachungs of Islamic Tahdhib and Akhlag, organized in graded lessons for classroom 
orhome-schooling purposes. The second part is an enrichment section. providing 
practical models of Islamic virtues using biographical sketches of the prophets, 


Ghibah, and other pious Muslims. In addition, the new revised version has the 
following charactenistics: 


O It has been revised to include the issues relevant to Muslim communities 
in the West and the social environment they are living in. 
O Recognizing the fact that there is now growing interest in the systematic 
study of Islam among Muslims and non-Muslims (to which persons like 
Sister Lemu have contributed creatively, Al-hamdu li Alla) and important 
material has been produced in all the areas of Islamic Studies. many parts of 
the text have been rewritten. 
O Sources of references to the Qur'an and Hadith. which were missing in 
earlier editions, are now provided accurately. 
U The Qur’anic text has been added. Both teacher and student can follow 
those sections of the Qur’an relevant to the theme of the lesson. 
O Important material from the Qur'àn and Hadith has been added to elab- 
orate certain subjects for better understanding. 
0 Islamic terminology is used instead of English terminology. 
O Islamic invocations are added in place of English letters. 
OTransliteration marks are placed on all Arabic letters. 
O Important concepts are recapped in the WE HAVE LEARNED section and 
reinforced by EXERCISES at the end of each section. 
Q The quality of production and graphics has been improved 
O Readability tests apply to junior level according to the American school 
system; the teachers in other countnes and regions will have to use their own 
judgment in recommending and using this book. 





This revised edition is currently being presented for further review and field-testing. 
Itis IQRA's policy to continue to improve the quality of published IORA' material 
based on the reviews and comments we receive. We request all teachers. parents and 
readers to write to us their opinions on this book or other IORA' material. 


Chief editors, Friday, 7 March 1997 
7450 Skokie Boulevard, Skokie, IL. 60077 1417 Jum ah, Shawwal 


Tel: 847-673-4072 Fax: 847-673-4095 





ee es 


Preface of the Author 


In writing this textbook, I have taken a fresh approach to Islamic Studies. In the past, 
the tendency had been to teach Islàm in terms of a set of traditional formulas to be 
memorized: the Articles of Belief. the Five Pillars. the Compulsory Acts of Ablution, 
etc. While these are essential aspects of Islamic education, mere memorization of 
such facts does not instill enduring belief within the student. Living in a rational 
society, where Islam has to compete with many ideas and ideologies, we cannot 


expect to illuminate the questioning minds of our youth without offering the 
rationale behind these concepts. 


Islam is the religion of Fitrah (the natural way). The Qur'an itself is full of rational 
argument, thereby bringing the listener to a state of "man (belief). The Sirah of 
Rasulullah 4> itself guides us to both rational and practical aspects of life. It is our 
duty to present children with the information that will help them find solutions to 
their problems within the realm of Islam. 


Our failure to accomplish this goal in the past has resulted in a vast number of 
marginal Muslims among the adult population. They are Muslims by birth and 
sentiment, but they have little or no knowledge of the true teachings of Islam. 


Islamic morality and social standard are either unknown to most secular Muslims or 
disregarded as inconvenient or irrelevant. 


If the growing child's spirit and intellect experience such an awakening, the search 
for better practice and further knowledge of Islam will follow automatically. But if 
we fail to awaken that Islamic spirit (Rud al-Islám) in the child, then no matter how 


many school examinations he passes, he will remain only a marginal Muslim, 
lacking the motivation to live, think and act as a Muslim. 


The teacher is advised to bear this in mind when using this series. The Islamic 
Studies lesson should be a period of challenge, mental exercise, communication and 
interaction between teacher and students. If it is a period of boredom, mental rest and 


endless repetition, the teacher is seriously at fault, and is taking the first steps towards 
rearing a new generation of marginal Muslims. 


For detailed discussion of teaching methods, the teacher is referred to the author’s 


earlier book: Methodology of Primary Islamic Studies - A Handbook for Teachers. 
published by Islamic Publications Bureau, Lagos, Nigeria. 














J would like to thank my husband. Sheikh Ahmed Lemu. Grand Qài of the Shar; a 
Court of Appeal. Niger State. for checking the manuscripts and offering much usefy 
advice. 1 am also grateful to IQRA" International Educational Foundation fo, 
adopting this textbook in their comprehensive program of Islamic Studies ang 


revising it for an American and Western audience. 
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ISLAMIC TAHDHIB & AKHLAQ 


Part]: The Theory 
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LESSON | 





TAHDHIB & AKHLAQ: MORAL EDUCATION 
What j dhib & Akhlaq? 


Tahdhib is derived from the Arabic root word Hadhaba. Hadhaba means to 
train. clean. improve and refine someone. Thus. Tahdhib means training and 
education for personal improvement and refinement. In other words, Tah- 
dhib means moral education. A moral is a standard of good behavior. Honesty. 
kindness. helpfulness. modesty, truthfulness are all examples of morals. 


Another word that we use for morals and manners is 4&/A/ag.. 4KA aq is 
derived from the Arabic word AAlaqa.. KAilaqa means to create, shape and 


mold. 44A/a7 thus means naturally good temper, noble character and good 
manners. Islam teaches us: 


All people are born on the Fitrah, true noble nature. 
(transmitted by Bud Aw) 


Environment can make one good or bad. The Qur'an and the Sunnah teach 
us good morals and manners. Rasulullah 42 was the best example of the 
teachings of the Qur'an. It is very important for a Muslim to learn about 
Islamic Tahdhib and AAi àg and follow the Sunnah as the best model. 





Good moral behavior ts the basis of a successtul Islamic lite. Remember, life 
on earth began as a test trom Allah z to see if we would be His true servants 
and fight off the temptations of the Shaifan. On the Day of Judgement, every 
human being will be asked how he or she behaved on earth. [hose who 
obeyed Allah zz and exercised good moral judgement will be rewarded with 
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niness in Paradise. Those who disobeved Allah s= and sacrificed 

s for worldly gains will be punished with eternal unhappiness in 

wefore, in order to please Allah xz and enter Paradise on the Day of 
ye must learn proper Islamic Tahdhib and practice .44///ag . 


1to making us successful in the afterlife. exercising proper Tah- 

ls so make our life here on earth more comfortable. If we arc polite 
al = with respect. we gain their respect in retum. If all human 
eam to respect each other. our lives will be peaceful and happy. 


2 

Do We Know the Difference Between 

fp: 
s can recognize good actions from bad actions by looking at their results 
example, when you help someone. you know vou have donc a good deed. 
1 you feel good about yourself. On the contrary. if vou hurt someone. vou 
ow you have done something wrong; you've made him fcel bad. so vou 
an't feel good about yourself. As you can sec, our own feelings show us the 
uiflerence between right and wrong. In the Qur'an. we arc told that such 
lings come from our conscience as a guidance from Allah = 


od and Bad”? 


sometimes, it is hard to follow our conscience. because SA tnc lo 
When one feels confused, he should immediately reter to the 
the Sunnah. which clearly define good Islamic behavior and 
bhibited by Allah $. The Qur'an also gives the oulcomes of such 
whether it is reward for good or punishment for bad A good 
ll be happy to do anything to please Allah x=. He will fcc] ashamed 
nything Allah X: prohibits. 


lammad & was the best example of perfect behavior His 
Sahabah) paid close attention to everything Rasulullah $= said 
[heir reports were later written down and are known as /7sd///. 
(the Prophet #5. Rasülullàh's & wav of lite and behavior were 


| 


5$, 2^7 "IECIT 
FAP, K 
QUSS ESSI ea aia cs 


You have indeed in the duit of Allah an excellent 
example for those who hope in Allah 
and the Final Dav. and who remember Allah much. 
( 4/-Ahzab 33:21) 


Rasulullah 4= reminded his followers before he died: 


Į am leaving vou with nwo things: the Qur'an and my Sunnah: 
whoever holds tight to them will never go astray. 
(transmitted by Ar-Tirmidhi) 


E E E T. 


Every Muslim should study the Qur'an and its meaning to learn what Allah 
z: expects trom us. Every Muslim should also study the ZZad/th and Sunnah 
to lcam from Rasülullàh's *£ example and tollow his habits. This is the only 
way We can leam best Islamic As /ay and train ourselves in true Islamic Tarh- 
dhs. It is important that every boy and girl learn these good habits carly in 
life. because bad habits get harder to change as we pet older. 


By living a moral life, we can be an example for our fellow Muslims and non- 
Muslims. Similarly, we can leam from the examples of our good brothers and 
sisters. Even non-Muslims may be inspired by the righteous way of life [slam 
teaches. There are many misunderstandings among the non-Muslims about 
the Muslims. Islamic Tahdh ib can be considered best form of Da was 
(invitation to Islam). 


Every Muslim who tries to obey the teachings of the Qur'àn and the Sunnah 
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of Rasülulláh £ will be guided and protected by Allah xz. He will travel 
safely on the Right Path (as-Sirat al-Mustagim). The rewards of his journey 
will be unlimited in the Hereafter. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* fahdhib is moral education. 
* Good moral behavior is a major part of being a good Muslim. 


* Allāh x; and Rasulullah #z have taught us the best manners to 
follow. 


EXERCISES 


What does Tahdhib mean? 


What does Tahdhib teach us? 
What will every human being be asked about on the Day of Judgment? 


In which book can we find Allah 5 's teachings about what is good 
and what 1s bad? 

Which human being set the best example of good behavior? 

What does Sunnah mean? 


What does Hadith mean? 
Why is Tahdhib very important for every Muslim boy and girl? 


LESSON 2 
UOCE ee ca 


OBEDIENCE TO PARENTS 


The Importance of Obedience to Parents 


After obedience to Allah z and His Messenger, it is most important to be 
obedient to one’s parents. Being polite and helpful to one’s parents is the duty 


of every Muslim. 


Children sometimes do not realize how much their parents have done for 
them. Every mother bears the pains of pregnancy and childbirth. She often 
spends many sleepless nights patiently caring for her baby’s needs. If the 
baby is sick, parents nurse him to health. They gladly spend their money and 
time to buy clothes, food and medicine for the baby and toys to make him 


happy. 


As their child grows, they try to provide him a good education and a loving 
home. They are there for all the important events in their child’s life, from his 
first words to his college graduation, professional career and marriage, giving 
him all their love and support. Even if he makes a mistake, they never stop 
loving him. Most of all, they pray that their child will grow up to be 


successful and happy in this life and in the Hereafter. 


Returning the Love and Kindness of Parents 


Parents feel very happy if their son or daughter is kind, polite, helpful and 
obedient. If their child is rude, disobedient or lazy, they feel disappointed and 
even embarrassed. After all, the way a child behaves reflects on his parents. 


When they become old and too weak physically to care for themselves, 
parents need loving care, just as they gave their children when they were 








young. We should never forget that if our parents had not taken care of us 
when we were young and helpless, we probably would not have survived. We 
truly owe our lives to our parents, so taking care of them in their old age 
should be our pleasure. 


The Qur'an commands us to show kindness to parents in the following words: 
4 te Pi oF, wr 7 z~ EIIE A Ay LoL 
ER EESO 
A LATS A Xa S Al Rer A AS Pe 
La jose XS La al AJ eL. 
EM o 4x Br aor ar oF 
MIO Kis a Vol 
o n V are T era -5 Ae fA 


Varo 


“7 





Your Lord has decreed that you worship nothing but Him, 
and that you be kind to parents. Whether one or both of them attain 
old age in your life, say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel 
them but address them in terms of honor. And, out of kindness, 
lower to them wing of humility, and say: My Lord! 
Bestow on them Your Mercy, even as they cherished me in childhood. 
(Al-Isra ' 17:23-4) 


i 


Obedience to Allāh 3z Comes First 


If parents ask their children to do something which Allah xz has forbidden. 
children should obey Allah sc; over the order of their parents. However. they 
should respectfully explain to their parents the reasons for their disobedience. 
If the parents are not Muslims, Rasülullàh 2: taught us to be kind and 
respectful tothem. We should take care of them and continue to explain Islam 
to them. 
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How to Be Obedient and Helpful to Parents 


In every home, many chores need to be done. When a child comes home from 
school, he should make it a point to help his parents before going off to play. 
Tidying up, washing clothes, mowing the lawn are a few ways we can help 
our parents. By offering our help, we show them how much we love and 
respect them. 


Children should do their best to obey their parents. Children should not argue 
with their parents, refuse to help them, or make a fuss over every small matter. 
If a child is asked to take a bath, change clothes, do the vacuuming, or do 
homework, he/she should try to do so as soon as possible. Respecting our 
parents’ wishes is another way we can show our parents we love them. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* Obedience to our parents is very important in Islam. 


* We must be polite and loving to our mother and father. 
* We should help our parents in jobs around the house. 


EXERCISES 


I: 


2: 


A child should be and to 
his parents. (Fill in the blanks.) 

What sorts of sacrifices do parents make for their children when 

they are young? 

When parents grow old, why do they need special care from their 
children? What does the Qur'àn say about the care of parents when 
they are old? 

Is there any occasion when a child should not obey his parents? 

Give some other examples of helpfulness and obedience in daily 

life. 














LESSON 3 
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CLEANLINESS 


Cleanliness is a very important part of being a Muslim. Maintaining good 
personal hygiene shows respect for oneself and for those with whom one 
associates, The way a Muslim presents himself is a reflection on all Muslims 
and Islamic teachings. This is why one should try to keep good habits of 
cleanliness. 


Allah s says to Rasulullah £z: 


Qc QABE 


And your garments keep free from stain! And all abominations shun! 
(Al-Muddathir 74:4-5) 


Rasilullah 2 is reported to have said: 


(The religion of ) Islam is clean. Hence, you should also keep 
yourself clean. No one will be allowed to enter Paradise except 
he who is clean. This cleanliness is of both the body and the mind. 

(transmitted by Bukhari) 


Why is it Good to be Clean? 


A dirty body, dirty hair, dirty teeth, and dirty clothes are not only unpleasant 
to look at, but give off a bad smell. They offend other people. They attract 
lice and disease-causing viruses. The dirty person may scratch his body which 
may cause sores resulting in infection. Dirty teeth become yellow and rotten, 
causing pain. They may even have to be pulled out. But, clean, white teeth 


ee er, 


i asant to 
and a clean body in fresh, clean clothes are beautiful. They are ple 


experience and behold. 


In the same way, if a person's mind and heart are clean, his character 1s good 
and pleasing. But if his mind is unclean, it is a place of bad thoughts and a 
source of bad deeds. 


How Should a Muslim Keep Himself Clean? 


The body: A Muslim should try to bathe daily, if water is available. It is an 
obligation to take a bath after wet dream or intimacy with one's wife. 


The hair: The hair should be washed when bathing, whenever possible. The 
hair should always be combed and brushed. Hair oil may be used. 


The teeth: The teeth should be brushed several times a day with a toothbrush 
or a Miswak. It is recommended to brush the teeth at the time of Wuar. To 
brush teeth with a Miswdk at the time of Wudu’ is a Sunnah of Rasülullàh ss. 


‘A'ishah 4x, Rasülullàh's wife, reported that he said: 
The Miswák (tooth stick) is a means of purifying the mouth, 


and is pleasing to the Lord. 
(transmitted by Bukhari) 


The mind: A Muslim should have a clean mind and pure heart. He should 

follow the guidance of the Qur'àn and the Sunnah. He should do what is good 

and avoid what Allah iz has forbidden. If a Muslim does something wrong, 

he should immediately repent and try not to repeat his sin. Regular prayers 
and fasting also help a Muslim to remember Allah 3X and cleanse the heart 
and mind. 





Cleanliness for Salah 





A Muslim should be particularly clean and nicely dressed for the Salah. He i; 
about to stand before Allah xz, the Almighty, and must present himself in the 
best way possible. Therefore, cleansing oneself through Wugu’ or Ghusl, 
making sure that the clothes are clean and neat, and clearing the mind of bad 
thoughts are all parts of necessary purification in preparation for Salah. 


Cleanliness of Surroundings 


A person cannot stay clean if he lives in a dirty environment. Therefore, a 
Muslim should keep his room, his house, his neighborhood and his 
environment clean. He should dispose of his garbage according to the city or 
neighborhood code. He should not leave it to blow around on other people's 
property or on the road. He should not use roads or sidewalks or public places 
to throw waste or garbage. Following these teachings shows respect for Allah 
a«, Fespect for our neighbors, respect for the regulations of the society and 
respect for ourselves. 


Keeping the environment clean keeps everyone healthy and happy. If we 
respect nature, it will respect us and continue to provide us our basic 
necessities, such as fruits, grains, wood, etc. However, if we abuse nature, we 
will lose all the benefits it provides us. All living things, whether human 
beings, plants, or animals, are the creation of Allah zz, and as good Muslims, 
we must respect all of Allah’s xx creation. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* Cleanliness is part of our ‘Jan (Faith). 
* Our bodies should be clean to keep away sickness and disease. 
* We must keep all of our surroundings clean all the time. 


EXERCISES 


" 
2 
3. 


What did Rasūlullāh £z say about keeping clean? 
What is the harm of a dirty body, hair, teeth and mind? 
How should a Muslim clean his: 
(a) body? 
(b) hair? 
(c) teeth? 
(d) mind? 
Why should a Muslim be clean and neat for prayers? 
A Muslim should clean the place where he lives and his surroundings. 
Name two bad habits that he should avoid which may annoy other 
people. 
What steps do you take to keep yourself and your clothes clean from 
the time you get up until the time you go to bed? 


LESSON 4 
TG 


RESPECT FOR ELDERS, TEACHERS 
& AUTHORITY FIGURES 


A Muslim Shows Respect for His Elders 


One of the best resources a child can have is the wisdom of his elders. Our 
elders have more knowledge of life than we do, because they have lived 
longer and have seen more of life than we have. We can learn a great deal 
from them. A good Muslim respects the wisdom of his elders by being polite 
and considerate to them. In return, his elders will be pleased with him and 
treat him kindly. 





Anas ‘2 reported that Rasülullàh 4 said: 


No youth will honor an old man without Allah i 
appointing one to honor him when he is old. 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi) 


Rasulullàh 4; also informed us: 


He who does not respect his elders and does not show 
love for the young ones is not from amongst us. 
(transmitted by Abu Da'wud) 


À Muslim Shows Respect for His Teachers 


A Muslim youth should show respect for his teachers, whether they are 
Muslims or non-Muslims, for the same reasons that he should respect all his 
elders. In addition, he should realize that his teacher is there to guide his 
behavior and his studies. The teacher helps him to become a better human 
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being and earn a good living in the future. 
Allah st; sent Rasülulláh £5 as a teacher for us. Rasülullah £z said: 


Indeed, I have been sent as a teacher. 
(transmitted by Darimi) 


Rasulullah Zz was a model teacher, and his are the best teachings. Teaching 
Is a very important responsibility. A teacher cares very much about the 
progress of his students and tries to be patient with their mistakes. Therefore, 
a Muslim youth should be as cooperative as possible with his teacher. The 
teacher will be pleased with anyone who is polite and respectful. 


A Muslim Obeys Lawful Authority 


Every social group has leaders: presidents, kings, judges, governors, mayors, 
principals, teachers and so on. These people have been appointed as the legal 
authorities in their areas or institutions. Their goal should be to work toward 
the greatest good for the group they lead. 


People should participate in the political and social process. If they are living 
in a democratic society, they should take interest in elections and vote 
regularly. They should also offer advice to their leaders. They must respect 
the rules and regulations ofthe society. They must follow their leaders in all 
just causes. When people work together through a system of Shura 
(Consultation), they can achieve important things for the entire society. If 
people refuse to cooperate or remain indifferent, nobody can benefit. 


For example, if someone wants to build a house, he appoints a contractor to 
direct the work. If the carpenters, masons, electricians and plumbers cooperate 
with him, they will soon make a fine house. But, if each worker ignores the 
foreman and does as he likes, the house may not be completed at all. 


Therefore, a Muslim should cooperate with his leaders and obey them in all 
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that is lawful. But, if they rule him to do what is unlawful and against th. 
teachings of Islam, he should not obey. Obedience to Allah sic; always come, 
first. 


The Qur'an says: 


et, t Aad 70 5 t^t tT Prete eS 
Kall dhdibh i gale MITE 
O you who believe! Obey Allah xx and obey the Messenger, 


and those charged with authority among you. 
(An-Nisa' 4:59) 


Rasulullah * is reported to have said: 


Hearing and obeying are the duties ofa Muslim, both 
regarding what he likes and what he dislikes, as long as 
he is not commanded to perform an act of disobedience 

to Allah Az, in which case he must neither hear nor obey. 
(transmitted by Bukhari) 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* Elders should be respected by those younger than them. 


* Teachers have a special duty in this life and must be obeyed and 
loved. 


* A good Muslim always obeys those who are in charge. 





EXERCISES 


What did Rasülullàh £z say about honoring an elder? 
Why should a Muslim respect his elders? 
Why should a Muslim respect his teachers? 
Why is it necessary to obey and cooperate with our leaders? 
Can a group of people achieve anything good without cooperation 





I. 
2; 
3: 
4, 
5. 
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and leadership? 

What does the Qur'àn say about obedience to leaders? 

What did Rasulullah 2z say about obedience to leaders if they order 
an act of disobedience to Allah xz? 

How could you apply the teachings of this lesson in your daily life? 


E —— láÉmáÁ 




















LESSON 5 
| BEEN o 0— 
jT KINDNESS TO ALL PEOPLE 
4 | Kindness to Juniors 
; [bn ‘Abbas & reported that Rasulullah 2 said: 


He is not one of us who dies without having shown kindness 
fo our young ones and respect to our older ones. 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi) 


Therefore, an older person should be kind to a younger one. He should not 
dominate him or be harsh with him. He should not hurt him or use bad words 
to mock him, Instead, one should be patient with the younger persons and set 
a good example for them. This way, he will learn to be patient with his 
juniors and also show respect to his elders. 





Atthe same time, a younger child should be respectful of his elder brother or 
sister. He should try not to annoy him/her and make him/her angry. When his 
older brother or sister 1s working or doing something important, he should try 
to stay as quiet as possible and not cause distractions. 


Itis best to remember that mutual consideration and kindness is the basis of 
all Islamic behavior. 


Being Good to All People 


In Islam, every good deed is an act of charity and has a special reward from 
Allah iz. Abu Hurairah “x reported that Rasulullah 2 said: 


Enjoined on every part of human body is charity, every day in 
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which the sun. rises; doing justice between two people is charity, 
and helping a man onto his beast and leading it is charity, and a 
good word is charity; and every step which is taken towards prayer 
is charity; and removing harmful things from the road is char ity. 
(transmitted by Bukhari and Muslim) 


From this, we can see that a Muslim should try to be helpful and kind to all 

people, even if it is only by saying a kind word. Sometimes, this may be 
difficult, because some people are not always nice to you. At such times, you 
should remember that you will receive the reward for an act of kindness from 
Allah 3, and that He is watching all your efforts. 


The people who return evil with good are especially liked by Allah ++. The 
Qur’an teaches us that a good act always wins out in the end. The Qur'àn 
teaches us: 


Map TTL a 


te gy 7 
Dales ely 


Be kind, as Allah has been kind to you. 
(Al-Qasas 28:77) 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* We must show kindness and mercy to those who are younger 
than us. 
* We must show consideration and respect to those who are older 


than us. 
* Rasulullah #2 taught us that all good deeds are acts of charity. 


EXERCISES 


|l. What did Rasulullah 55 say about kindness to young ones and respect 
for the elderly? 


V 





How should one treat his juniors? 
Give five examples of how to show kindness and ci 
people at home and at school. charity to 
they LESSON 6 











TELLING THE TRUTH AND KEEPING PROMISES 


The Boy Who Cried Wolf 


There once was a boy who was sent to guard his father's sheep outside his 
village. One day, he cried out, "Help! The wolf is killing the sheep!" The 
villagers rushed out to help him with sticks and guns. When they looked 
around, they found no wolf, only the boy laughing at them. The next week, he 

again cried, "Wolf! ", and again, the villagers rushed out to him for nothing. 

Then, one day, a real wolf attacked his sheep. "Help!" he shouted. "The wolf 
is here!" But, nobody came to help him. He had told lies so often that even 


when he told the truth, no one believed him. 


The Girl Who Broke Her Promises 


Maryam had a friend named Latifah. Latifah never kept her promises. Any 
time she promised to do something, she didn't do it. One time, Maryam told 
Latifah a great secret, and Latifah promised not to tell anyone. The next day, 
however, everyone knew Maryam's secret. Latifah had broken her promise, 
and Maryam never trusted her again. 


Latifah didn't keep her friends for long, because she always broke her 
promises. Even when she would swear by Allah az, nobody believed her. 
Soon, Latifah was very lonely. 


The Lesson of These Stories 


It is very important to be truthful and to keep promises. Nobody believes a 
liar. Nobody trusts a person who breaks promises. Liars and untrustworthy 
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people soon find they have no true friends. 

A community without trust can never work together to improve their lives 

because everyone questions the other's motives. Only people that a, 
stworthy can succeed in building a successful community. 


Rasulullah's 2: Example 


Rasulullah £z was a very truthful and trustworthy person. Even before he was 
called by Allah 1 to be His messenger. people liked his honest character. 
They even called him “A/-Amm"', which means, “The Trustworthy”. and As. 


Sadiq, which means the “Truthful One.” 


Rasulullah £2 is also reported to have said: 


Jf anyone is pleased to love Allah and His Messenger. or 
rather to have Allah = and His Messenger love him, 
he should speak the truth when he says anvthing. 
and fulfill his trust when he is in a position of trust. 
(transmitted by Baihaqi) 


What the Qur'an Says About Truthfulness and Trustworthiness 


The Quran tells us to be truthful and trustworthy in many places. For 


le: 
pls Ern 
7 7° ‘4 vee ffi ^4 z^ 
And cover not Truth with cH nor conceal 


the Truth when ye know (what it is ). 
(Al-Bagarah 2:42) 
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NGA KT Je <a ZINE 
O you who believe! Fulfill (all) obligations. 
(Al-Ma'idah 5:1) 
A nero ig SA a 
Qoi C CMS UL aang 
Om SUB X iei a 


O you who believe! Why say you that which you do not? 
Grievously hateful is it in the sight of Allah 


that you say that which you do not. 
(As-Saff 61: 2-3) 


A Muslim must stop himself from telling lies. One lie often leads to others 
Sooner or later, when the truth comes out, the only one hurt is the liar himself. 
A Muslim must make sure that whenever he makes a promise, he keeps it to 
the best of his ability. Only then will others respect him and trust his word. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* A true Muslim is one who does not lie or break promises. 
* People who lie all the time soon find themselves in trouble 
* Telling the truth gains the love of Allah xz and the respect 


of others. 


EXERCISES 


l. If someone tells lies often, will other people continue to believe him? 
2. Why is it important to keep promises? 


2] 





ux X 


3, What is the meaning of the name ‘A/-Amm', and why was this title 
given to Rasulullah 2; when he was a young man? LESSON 7 


4, Explain the meaning of As-Sadig? 


§. Quote the meaning of a verse of the Qur'an or a Hadith aboy 


truthfulness. | ISLAMIC GREETINGS AND SALUTATIONS 
6. Quote the meaning of a verse of the Qur’an or a Hadith about keeping 
promises. . Greetings 


7, Give five examples of truthful behavior and trustworthiness. 


Muslims greet each other with the greeting of peace. They say, ‘As-salamu 
‘alai-kum’, which means: “Peace be upon you.” The person replying should 
give the same greeting in reply: ‘Wa ‘alai-kum as-salam’, which means: “And 
on you, be peace,” or a better reply: ‘Wa 'alai-kum as-salàm wa rahmatullahi 
wa barakátü-hü' , which means: “And on you, be peace and the Mercy of 
Allah xz and His Blessings." Therefore, greetings between Muslims are very 
meaningful; they are prayers for peace and Allah’s sic; blessings and mercy on 


one another. 
The Qur'àn advises us: 


25 85; eur, oH TP n ^ «947 


Us 93) 9) Liza cao zl pod ias uz SS 


When a courteous greeting is offered to you, 
you meet it with a greeting still more courteous, 
or (at least), of equal courtesy. 
(An-Nisa’ 4:86) 


Men may greet other men with a handshake. Similarly, women may shake 
hands with women. However, men and women should not shake hands with 
each other, unless they are closely related. They should only exchange vocal 


greetings. 
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Visiting a Muslim's House l 
Greeting a Muslim When He Sneezes 


Rasūlullāh #5 advised us that when visiting a Muslim's house, the visitor 


should greet the people of the house from outside by saying, * Assalàmi; If a Muslim sneezes, he ud say, Al-hamdu li-(A)llah a which means: All 
alaikum’. If the visitor receives a reply and is invited in, he may enter. praises be to Allah 53; ." Hearing the sneeze, others should say, 
‘Yarhamuka-(A)llah’ for a male or ^ Yarhamuki- (A)llah’ for a female, which 
If he calls ‘Assalamii ‘alai-kum’ and hears no answer. he may repeat his Pur yay din "s P T a you.” E pu person who sneezed 
greeting in a louder voice. If there is still no reply, he may call a third time. AT i puo" EM AM i s AK le abate Lud 
After receiving no answer for the third time, he should leave. He should not D pene Een a uvis ims pray LOI One 
po into the house or try to peep through the windows. He should respect the i 
resident's right to privacy. 
With all the resources of communication modern society provides. this advice VE ne p 
ofthe Prophet & can be understood to mean that we should first phone our : ; A EpL : 
friend to see if it is convenient to visit. When we arrive at his house, we ad E uc Ae Ld e E 
E bell or knock at the door to inform him of our arrival and wait When we sneeze we shodla say. Arbara CUT 


When a Muslim sees other Muslims or enters a room, he should also greet all 
those who are present with ‘Assalamu 'alai-kum'. EXERCISES 





1. How should one Muslim greet another? 

2. How should a person reply to a greeting? 

3. What is the meaning of these greetings? 

4 Who may greet a man with a handshake? Can women greet each other 
with a handshake? 


When Visiting Non-Muslim Friends 


Islam teaches us courtesy and friendly relations with all human beings. Our 
neighbors, both Muslim and non-Muslim have special rights over us. Each 


m o. i i 3. How should a visitor approach a Muslim's house? 
Se pinch various members of the community 6 What should re = on entering a room where a Muslim 1s 
preet each other. We must greet our non-Muslim friends with the greetings y B 
that are most courteous and most understandable. In Western societies, we 1 Be h , 
may greet people with “Hi”, "Hello", “Good Morning", “Good evening” etc. s nra pn ae ei 9 
However, we should not use any greetings that are un-Islamic and glorify i. ios en anot eA erson who is present say : 
anyone other than Allah 4. C) t10W SNOUIC WE Tepiy: 
| (d) What are the meanings of these expressions? 
i 
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Do a Good Deed at the Right Time LESSON 10 
ee ae eee 


If you have any duty, it should be completed at its appropriate time. Peop, 
CHOOSING THE COMPANY ONE KEEPS 


will appreciate your prompt action, and Allah x; will also reward yo, 


generously. 
Good and Bad Company 


Ifyou wish to do a good deed, do it promptly and don't delay. Allowing time 
to pass gives Shaitan the opportunity to distract you from completing it. 





It is very important to choose your friends carefully, because the way they 
behave will have an influence on the way you behave. Good friends will 


Allah © says that if someone just intends to do a good action. he will get; 
encourage you to do good deeds and warn you against bad behavior. Allah 


reward. But, if he actually does the good action, he will get ten times tha 
az advises us in the Qur'an: 


reward. Therefore, we hasten to do every good deed and not be late. 
t P Lett 4.34 ud gs A4 "Lora 
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WE HAVE LEARNED: 
* There are many bad things that can happen to us if we are always late O Believers, be careful of your duty to Allah, 
* Being late for Salah is a very disliked action in Islam. and be with the truthful people. 
* We must try to do good deeds as soon as the opportunity comes. (At-Tawbah 9:119) 
The company of the truthful friends will encourage you to fulfill your duties 


to Allah xz and help you keep on the straight path of Islam. On the contrary, 
bad friends can persuade you to do things you know are wrong. Rasulullah 


EXERCISES 
2x is reported to have said: 


The best friend in the sight of Allah 


Name some of the results of not being punctual. 
is he who is the well-wisher of his companions. 


Tell the story of Hilmi in your own words. 


I. 
2 
3. Why should we be prompt in doing good deeds? 
4 — Delay in keeping appointments is a sign of disrespect for other people. ! LU Se 
and lateness for prayer is a sign of disrespect for the commands (transmitted by Tirmidhi) 
of (Complete the sentence.) Sor 
§. Name some ways in which you can improve your punctuality for One is known by the company he keeps. As Rasulullah £z said: 
school or for any other activity. 
A person generally follows the way of his close friends; 
Everyone must judge a person by the company he keeps. 
(transmitted by Abu Da'wüd) 
3] 
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In other words, if you cannot make good friends, it is best not to make frieng 
WE HAVE LEARNED: 


stall, Friends are important, but being the best person you can be is m 
important. Therefore, while having friends can be a good thing, YOU can aj, 
enjoy being by yourself sometimes. * People who are alike usually choose each other as friends. 
* We should never have friends who will have a bad influence on us. 
* People are affected by the company they keep. 
What Makes a Good Friend? 
EXERCISES 





There is a famous saying that reads: “Birds of a feather flock together.” This 


isused fo mean that just as birds of the same kind fly together, human beings What did Rasiilullah #z say about good and bad companions? 


L. 
What is the meaning of the proverb, “Birds of a feather flock 


also choose friends with common interests and goals. 7 
ie i l together”? 
E When choosing aens one should first think, “Does this person have 3. What is the likely result of making friends with good people? 
- qualities that admire?" Admirable qualities should include high standards 4. What is the likely result of making friends with bad people? 
5. Why is it better to stay alone than to have bad friends? 


oflslamic Tahdhib. If we keep the company of those who are well-behaved. 
 weshall also be encouraged to behave properly. Such children are kind and 

helpful fo others, they do their duties and have good habits for work and play. 
Ifthey sec someone doing something wrong, they try to stop them or wam 
them to stop. They do not join wrong-doers. A good friend is someone you 
can trust to always stand by you and not take advantage of you for their own 
benefit or popularity. By sharing the company of good people, we can 
Improve ourselves using their example, and similarly, they may learn from our 


example. 


However, if we join the company of those who are known to behave badly, we 
may slip into bad habits as well. For example, some children are unkind and 
disrespectful. Some quarrel and abuse people, or spread rumors about people 
behind their backs. Others may even be dishonest in their games. They are 
cruel fo people and to animals. Their main purpose is to have fun, even if it 
isat the expense of others. Sometimes, we may be tempted to make friends 
with such people, because they seem to be popular. However, they are very 
unpopular with Allah £5, and His is the only pleasure we should seek. 
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LESSON 11 
BEEN —— 
HELPING THE NEED Y 





Helping Those in Need 1s a Duty 


Life is full of joys and sorrows. At one time or another, everyone experiences 
4 his share of happy times and sad moments. We know it is our duty to thank 
Allah x5 for our happiness and pray for His help and forgiveness in times of 
sadness. However, it is also our Islamic duty to help others who may be 
experiencing difficult times. It is the duty of the strong to help the weak. It is 
the duty of the rich to help the poor. It is the duty of the healthy people to visit 
and comfort the sick. It is the duty of everyone to take care of the les: 
fortunate, particularly orphans and widows. By sharing good and bad times, 
we become more than a community, we become a brotherhood. 





Why People Need Help 


Many unforeseen circumstances occur in life which leave people in need of 
help. Allah nz tests the sincerity of our faith through such circumstances. For 
example, natural disasters, such as fires, earthquakes, hurricanes, and 
tomados, leave people homeless, without food or any belongings. Often, they 
have to rebuild their lives from almost nothing. 


Due to unstable economy, people may lose their jobs, as companies close 
down. Sometimes, people become disabled due to illness or an accident and 
lose the capacity to work. Their families may suffer great losses as a result. 


One can never tell when situations may change for the worse. Therefore, we 
should always be generous to those who are going through hard times and 
thank Allah xz for His Mercy. Especially in times of prosperity, we must 
have compassion and sympathy for those who are suffering. 
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The Qur’an says this about helping the needy: 


z A 
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And why should ye not fight in the cause of Allah and of 
those who, being weak, are ill-treated (and oppressed) who are 
asking: Our Lord, rescue us from this town of oppressors and 

make for your presence protectors and provide us the defenders. 
(An-Nisa' 4: 75) 


— 


Rasulullah “+ confirmed: 


Allah 3 will not show mercy to him 
who does not show mercy to others. 
(transmitted by Bukhari and Muslim) 


The Qur’an and Hadith especially mention the rewards of helping widows 
and orphans. When a woman loses her husband, she is left without any 
support. Her welfare and honor should be protected by all members of the 


community. As Rasulullah 22 said: 


He who strives on behalf of a widow or a poor person 
is like one who strives in Allah sux 's path. 
(transmitted by Bukhari) 


When a child loses his parents, he is left with no one to care for him. 
Rasulullah $z, himself, was an orphan, and he made it a point to always be 
loving to orphans. Making sure that orphans receive a proper Islamic 
upbringing is an act of great reward. 
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Allih says in the Qur'an: | 
E ets z This does not mean that Muslims should not be helpful and sympathetic to 
i Soris alep k needy non-Muslims. Rasulullah #2, himself, was most helpful to his needy 
| year b neighWors) However, Muslims are one family. As members of the same 
j^ Ku |o Na AY auc) Sá - T" Y cs family, the first duty of Muslims is to help each other. 
| (auc, AC 
1 Qi GAEO 
l y e E WE HAVE LEARNED: | 
ý And they feed, for the love of Allāh, the indigent, the orphan, a pood Bias ais ene Wo Ne De m their time of need. | 
E and the captive, (saying), We feed you for the sake o EATER alone ù Widows, orphans and the poor must receive our special attention. 
i no reward do we desire from you nor thanks. * Muslims, wherever they live, need our help when they are in trouble. 
Weonly fear a Day of frowning and distress from the side of our Lord | 
(Al-Insan 76: 7:10 | 
; EXERCISES 
Furthermore, Rasülullàh 7: is reported to have said: — 
1. Which kind of people need our help and support? 
[and the one who takes responsibility for an orphan 2. What did Rasülullah 2z say about showing mercy to others? 
whether of his own kind or of others' ' 3. What did Rasulullàh 2z say about helping a widow or a poor person? 
will be in Paradise thus: (and he pointed his Wore TU 4. — What did Rasülullàh 2 say about one who takes care of an orphan” 
2: 


and middle finger with a slight space between them.) In i ways can help be given to an orphan, a widow and a sick 
(transmitted by Bukhari) person? 


Muslims are One Brotherhood 


To a certain extent, every Muslim is responsible for the welfare of each 
member of his community. Through this kind of care and love, Muslims 
demonstrate that they are brothers and sisters in Islam. — Rasulullah 2: 
characterized this brotherhood best in the following Hadith: 


You will see the Believers, in their relationships to each other ... 
based upon mercy, love and kindness--- as a single body; 
ione part of it gets sick the entire body is restless and in pain. 
(transmitted by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
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LESSON 12 


LL | — — —— 
KINDNESS TO ANIMALS 


There are many kinds of animals in the world: mammals, birds, fish, insecy, 
reptiles, etc. Some are wild, some are tame, some are big, some are smal, 
some are dangerous, while others are playful. Allah xz; created the animals for 
a purpose just as he created human beings for a purpose. Therefore, we 


should respect all of His creation and be kind to animals. 


Allah s has allowed human beings to use some of these animals to help in 
their work, such as horses, mules, dogs, oxen. Other animals, such as cattle, 
sheep, goats and chickens may be used for food. 


But this permission to use animals for sustenance does not mean one can be 
cruel to animals, or make them work beyond their strength. It is wrong to kill 
animals without a serious reason. 


The Qur’an teaches us to respect the rights of animals: 


Site uct o Cane DY ANG tO a b» 
There is not an animal (that lives) on the earth, nor a being that flies 
on its wings, but (forms part of) communities like you... 
(Al-An'am 6: 38) 


Although human beings are the most intelligent creatures on earth, Allah ss 
has granted animals varying degrees of intelligence, as necessary for survival. 
Many animals even show certain behaviors that are similar to human behavior. 
For example, monkeys have been proven to have maternal instincts similar to 
those of humans and are capable of rudimentary verbal communication. 
Dogs and 


Dolphins have also been shown to communicate through sounds. 
cats show caring behaviors, such as loyalty to their masters. 
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As stated in the verse above, animals have shown the tendency to form 
communities just as humans do. Although not as complex as human 
communities, animals of the same species live together, breed, and care for 
their young. In certain animal communities, different members have different 
roles. For example, in bees, the queen bee is the leader and mother of the 
communities, and the worker bees make the honey. 


Incredibly, animals are spiritual beings also. If you listen very carefully to the 
sounds of crickets before dawn, or the chirping of the birds, you can hear a 
certain rhythm that sounds like Tasbih. The Qur'an states that animals have 
their own ways of worshiping Allah x : 


"t^ Seif 

Ya le o A 
(^s Gar Ao" i 27042 Te" Ža 
4 Ll Bai roam aM 


Sas AA rer 2 7 BAPE P PP 


See you not that it is Allah Whose praises all beings in the heavens 
and on earth do celebrate, and the birds (of the air) with wings outspread? 
Each one knows its own (mode of) prayer and praise. 
And Allah knows well all that they do. 
(An-Nur 24: 41) 


Animals may possess an intelligence and awareness of Allah 5; that we do not 
understand, so we must respect that they have certain rights on this earth. 


Slaughtering an Animal 


When a Muslim slaughters an animal for its meat, he must do so with the 

name of Allah xz. Declaring, "Bismillah Allahu Akbar" (In the name of 
Allah, Allah is the Greatest), he should slaughter the animal quickly with a 
sharp knife. He should not slaughter the animal where other animals can see 
and feel afraid. A Muslim only takes life for a serious reason, in a merciful 
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manner and with Allah’s xz name. 


Treating Beasts of Burden with Consideration 
A E Beasts of burden are those animals which work by carrying or transporting 
; Killing Harmful Animals y p 


people or goods for their owners. Without them, many people would have no 


. ae means of transportation. Because they work so hard, it is important to be kind 
It is allowed to kill harmful animals, such as snakes, scorpions aw " 3 p kin 





| pee to such animals. Rasulullah $5 is reported to have said: 
à mosquitoes, when they pose potential danger. However, killing for sport 
d not permissible. 


Fear Allah ji in treating dumb animals, and ride them 

when they are fit to be ridden, and get off them when they are tired. 
$ Er ; (transmitted by Abu Da’ wid) 

i Killing Animals Without a Good Reason | 

Therefore, a Muslim may not overwork an animal or whip it when it is tired. 
One should be considerate in providing adequate amounts of food, water, and 
rest from work to working, animals. 


Itisasin to kill any animal without a good reason. Rasulullah £5 is reported 
a —tohave said: 


Whoever kills a sparrow (a small bird) for nothing, it will cry out 


loud to Allah on the Day of Resurrection, saying: 'O my Lord! Taki i : 
| aking Care of Domesticated Animal 
This person killed me for nothing; he did not kill me for any good reason. 3 


(transmitted by Nasa'i) 





It is reported that Rasulullah 2z heard of a woman who locked her cat in a 
room and gave it no food until it died of starvation. He commented that the 
woman would go to Hell because of her cruelty to her cat. 

Stealing Young Animals or Birds' Eggs 

Rastlullah 2: also spoke of the case of a man who saw a thirsty dog and drew 
water from a well for it to drink. Rasulullah z observed that for his kindness 
to the animal, his sins would be forgiven by Allah sc, . 


Itis reported that when Rasulullah # was on a journey he left his Sahábah 
tt fora while. He saw a bird with two chicks. When he returned he saw the 
bird was spreading out its wings in distress. When Rasulullah 2x came to his 
Sahabah he discovered one of his Sahábah took away the chicks from their 
mother. He told his Sahabah: “You have pained this bird, whoever has taken 
her chicks retum them to her.” 


Pets can be areal joy. They are fun to cuddle and play with. They are loyal 
and protective. However, we must take good care of them by feeding them, 
giving them baths, cleaning up after them and taking them for walks in fresh 
air. When we play with them, we shouldn’t be rough or hurt them. Just as we 
count on them for their love and friendship, they count on us to take care of 
their needs. 


Rasulullah 2 was trying to emphasize that animals have feelings of love for 
their young ones, just as human beings have. Therefore, we should not steal 


young animals or birds' eggs, just as we should not steal young children from 
their parents. 
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Lessons to be Learned 


From the above Ahadith and Qur’anic verses, we can learn three importan 
lessons. First, it is important to treat animals with consideration, as member 
ofour world community. They were created by Allah si; and worship Him iy 
their own ways. Second, cruelty to animals is a serious sin. Therefore, iti 
our duty to try to stop others, especially children, from acts of cruelty ts 
animals, explaining to them what the Rasulullah £z has said about it. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* Animals are Allah’s xz creation too and have certain rights. 
* A Muslim can eat the meat of an animal only if it is slaughtered with 
the words "Bismillah". 


* We should treat all animals with kindness and mercy. 


EXERCISES 





What does the Qur’an say about animals? 

A Muslim may kill an animal for , or because it Is 

causing to human beings. (Complete the sentence.) 

J, How shoulda Muslim slaughter an animal to avoid causing the animal 
unnecessary pain and fear to other animals nearby? 

4 What did Rasülullàh 4% say about killing animals for no reason? 

$. What did Rasilullah 4 say about stealing young animals from their 
parents? 

6. What did Rasilullah 4: say about the treatment of beasts of burden? 

What did Rasulullah $z say would be the punishment of the woman 

who starved her cat to death? 

V State various ways in which you can show kindness to a cat, a bird, a 

horse, a donkey, or any other animal. 


es A m 
a — 
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LESSON 13 





MODESTY & HUMILITY 


Modesty is purity of intention in all actions. A modest or humble person does 
good deeds without trying to get noticed or show off. The opposite of 
modesty and humility is pride. 


Modesty and Islam 


As you may recall, Rastlullah 2: said: “Actions are judged by their 
intentions.” Since modesty means purity of intention, it is also an essential 
aspect of Islamic Tahdhib. It is reported that Rasulullah 22 said: 


Every religion has its special characteristics: 
the characteristic of Islam is modesty. 
(transmitted by Abu Da 'wüd) 


Basic to a Muslim's faith is the belief that the Supreme Creator of all things 
is Allah iz, and human beings are only a small part of His creation. By 
accepting that Allah 3 is Almighty, and we are His servants, every Muslim 
is bound to humility and modesty. Rasulullah 2z said: 


Modesty is part of faith, and faith leads to Paradise. 
(transmitted by Ahmad & At-Tirmidhi) 


Showing-off Versus Being Modest 
No one likes a show-off. Show-offs want recognition for everything they do. 


They think that they are better than others and try to make others feel inferior. 
More than anything, they want to be admired. But, even when people pay 
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antention to them. in their hearts, they do not admire them. They May en 
them for their wealth, good looks, intelligence. etc.. but they do not like the, 







People take pride in different things. Some people are proud of being the so 

or daughter of an important person. Some people may be proud of being rich 
Others may be proud of being beautiful. Still, others may be proud of being 
leamed or intelligent. 


Goodhentage, wealth, beauty, and intelligence may all be wonderful qualities 

bul one should not lose sight of the fact that everything he has is a gift of 
Allah à. Bragging shows ingratitude to Allah 5. Indeed. as easily as He 
gives His bounties, He can just as easily take them away. 


Why Do People Dislike Show-offs? 


Ifa person has admirable qualities, they shine through his behavior. Boasting 
about one's own qualities diminishes their value. Instead of winning 
admiration, people may resent such a person. It is the person who quietly does 
good works that accomplishes the most and earns respect. 


Sometimes, people do good deeds, such as giving charity or offering extra 
fasts, and brag to others about what good Muslims they are. Such people are 
not seeking Allah’s pleasure, they are seeking the acceptance and praise of 
others. Unfortunately, in doing so, they may win the admiration of others, but 
they are losing the reward for the Hereafter. According to Rasulullah 2%, on 
the Day of Judgment, among the seven types of people Allah sz will take 
under his protection, the person who acts in accordance with the following 


Hadith: 
He is most charitable who gives so secretly that 


his lefi hand does not know what his right hand has given. 
(transmitted by Bukhari) 
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A Muslim's View of Himself 


A true Muslim knows that everything he has is a gift from Allah 3: birth, 

beauty, wealth, intelligence, etc. A true Muslim is grateful to Allah 5 for 
all he has been given. He has nothing to be proud of, but instead, he has much 
to be thankful for. Therefore, he tries to use what Allah siz; has given him to 
lead a decent, Islamic life. He knows that Allah x; sees everything he does, 
and so, he remains humble before Allah 5 and modest before other people. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* Modesty is a major characteristic of Islam. 

*There are many reasons which may make us want to show off to 
others. 

*A Muslim knows that everything he or she has is a gift from Allah 5i 


EXERCISES 


QS nn OS FS IL 


What is modesty? 

What did Rasulullah 22 say about modesty? 

What things are show-offs usually proud of? 

Why do other people dislike show-offs? 

Is a true Muslim proud of himself or grateful to Allah its ? 

Describe how you would avoid being proud at school, and at play. 
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-  [ESSON M 


The way a person dresses also affects his behavior. If one dresses modestly, 


he tends to behave modestly. Whereas, if one dresses indecently, he tends bd 
. . 5 - . s . d 
DECENCY OF DRESS AND GOOD MANNERS behave indecently. This is why the Islamic code of dress is so strict and suc 


an important lesson in Tahdhib. 





i The Purpose of Dress 


Islamic Dress Code: Satr 
i Inthe last lesson, we discussed modesty. Part of modest living is decency iy 


behavior, speech, and even the way we dress. Our dress not only affects hoy 


According to the Islamic dress code known as Satr, mature girls and women 
we look outside but represents what we are inside. Allah #z Says in the 


should cover the entire body, except the face and hands when they are out in 
Quan 4 í brge (s VOTES public, or when men other than their close relatives are present. They may 
5 4 5 Js eale cao wear whatever they like in private. However, they should avoid nakedness, 
- "7 Euer oe rer P even in front of other women and close relatives. 
DN. Ĉĉ» "SA 26 & -y ` 
Als pos Gy os Lay Sto SF) 9, | 
ENT ater ze Mature boys and men are required to cover the body between the navel and 
Oise 40 ses: 
o - - - e 


the knees at the very least. However, it is best to wear modest clothing. They 


d also avoid nakedness, even in front of other men and close relati 
O you children of Adam! We have bestowed garments upon shoul latives. 





youto cover your shame, as well as to make you look beautiful Men are also forbidden from wearing gold jewelry and silk clothing. 
Si Een of p ares, ea peel uel i Both men's and women's clothing should be loose and thick enough, so the 
among the signs of Allah, that they may receive admonition! 
à shape of the body is not obvious. 
(Al-A raf 7:26) 


The main function of our dress is to cover our shame and enhance our 


l i i Modesty in Dress and Manners 

outward appearance. Furthermore, being appropriately dressed brings out 

enun: pane of y Eass and ed aen pi ee k Islam discourages nakedness and extravagance in dress and behavior. Even 

apparent to the eye but is obvious from our behavior. In Islam, our feelings SNNT ic iene On deo node Uh bad desired 

: E, Qe ü E Me s and Mose whojare ka he could have lived like a king, having big feasts and wearing silken robes. 
b D Yet, he never had elaborate meals and dressed in very simple attire. He even 

EE runt functions for human be; TO mal shared in household chores. He never acted as if he were greater than anyone 

P rales; ust as And else, but his incredible qualities made him great in everyone’s eyes. His 

have fur to keep the body warm, human beings need clothes to conserve body modesty and humility endeared him to his people 

heat and protect them against changing weather. Unlike animals, however, agam 

human beings also need to cover their nakedness to preserve their dignity and 


provide comfort to their bodies When one learns to live modestly, he no longer needs fancy clothing or 


jewelry, or extravagant cars and houses. Therefore, jealousy and envy never 
46 
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enter his mind, and the Shaitan's temptations do not lure him as easily. 4, 15 
can stay focused on more important things, such as the remembrance of Alli LESSON 


Um 


MEER ee 


WE HAVE LEARNED: KNOWLEDGE 


* Islâm has given us several reasons why we must dress modestly. The Purpose of Seeking Knowledge 
* Both men and women must dress according to the rules of Islam. 
t i i : : : : . : 
Dress is a necessity of human nature. Knowledge is the information that we use to perform daily functions and plan 
future actions. When a child is born, Allah x gives him some basic 


knowledge known as instincts. For example, as soon as he is born, a baby 

EXERCISES automatically knows how to cry and move his arms and legs. As we grow 

older, our experiences teach us lessons in life. We gain more knowledge of 

|. What are the purposes of dress in Islam? the world and what our purpose on earth is. As we learn about the world and 

L Which parts of the body is a Muslim woman to cover when she goes the natural laws that govern it, it becomes evident that there must be an all- 

| out in public? knowing, all-seeing, all-powerful superior being who created life. We know 

3. — Which parts of the body is a Muslim man to cover when he goes out in this Being can only be Allah 5. 
public? 

Y — Isit good for a Muslim boy to bathe naked with other boys? Because Allah 3z granted us intelligence, it is our duty to seek knowledge, so 

Y Why is it not allowed for a Muslim to wear tight or transparent we can understand what Islam is and how we can best worship and serve Him. 
; clothing? Rasulullàh 2 has said: 


[sit acceptable for a Muslim to be naked in front of close relatives? 


The search for knowledge is a duty for every Muslim, male and female. 
(transmitted by Bukhari) 


Therefore, it is the duty of every Muslim, boy or girl, man or woman, to seek 
knowledge. By studying Allah’s x; creation, we feel a deep sense of 


awareness and respect for Allah xz; as our Creator, and thus, strengthen our 
‘Iman. The Qur’an says: 


& 
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- «Those truly fear Allah, among His servants, who have knowledge 


(AlLBMinSSOR)o,cp  ” 
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Knowledge also protects us from the pitfalls that the Shaitan may misleag 3 
into. As Rastlullah £z said: 


One scholar is harder on the devil than a thousand worshippers. 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi & Ibn Majah) 


Ifwe know how to recognize good from bad, we can avoid wrong beliefs an 
make an effort to win the pleasure of Allah iz through sincere worship ant 


good deeds. One who struggles in pursuit of knowledge becomes very dea 
to Allah az. Rasulullah £z confirms this: 


Whoever travels in search of knowledge is on Jihad until he returns. 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi & Darimi) 


In addition to preparing for the Day of Judgement, knowledge is a valuabl 
tool for living in this world. Allah 4z has provided us many natural resources. 
Without knowing how to access these resources, life would be very difficult 
We would not have many vital technologies, such as electricity. improvement 
of crops and farming techniques, building dams for irrigation and 


hydroelectric power, developing medicines to cure disease, among man 
others, 





The Value of Educators 


Because they teach the fundamentals of knowledge, educators are greatly 
respected in Islam. Without good educators, students cannot develop a strong 


foundation for their knowledge base. In fact, Rasulullah £z is reported to 
have said: 


The ink of the ‘alim (knowledgeable person) is more precious than 
the blood of the shahid (one who dies fighting for the cause of Allah it.) 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi) 


Therefore, a knowledgeable person, or ‘alim, deserves respect and 
consideration, because as an educator, he provides an invaluable service to 
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humanity. 


What is Meant by Knowledge? 


A Muslim's knowledge base must include a thorough understanding of the 
fundamentals of Islàm. In addition, one should be well-versed in Islamic law 


(Shari'ah), the sciences, languages, mathematics, agriculture, medicine, arts 
and crafts, etc. 


However, if in the course of his non-religious studies, the Muslim is taught 
something that is contrary to the teachings of the Qur'an and Hadith, he must 
follow only what Allah xz and His Messenger have said. We must never 


forget that Allah's xi; knowledge is perfect and complete. The limited 
knowledge human beings do possess was also granted by Allah ic 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* The most important knowledge is that of our religion, Islam. 
* Knowledge of all subjects is helpful to individuals and society. 


* All Muslims must try to gain as much knowledge as they can in 
their lifetime. 


EXERCISES 


Why is knowledge so important? 
According to the Qur'àn, which type of people truly fear Allah xc? 


Jas, 


Explain some of the Ahadith about knowledge and learned people. 
What sort of knowledge should a Muslim try to obtain? 


l 

2 
a 
4 
5. What steps can you take to become a well-educated Muslim? 


3] 





LESSON 16 


Cc —. 


ISLAMIC BROTHERHOOD 


The Meaning of Islamic Brotherhood 


A Muslim should treat other Muslims as his brothers and sisters, caring aboy 
their welfare, as he would care about his own family. The relationship is on 
of trust, love, respect, and companionship. Muslims should live together in 


peace, sharing their joys and their sorrows. Rasulullah £5 is reported to have 
sud: 


A Muslim is a Muslim's brother: he does not abuse him or 
abandon him. Jf anyone cares for his brother's needs, 
Allah x; will care for his needs; if anyone removes his 
brother's anxiety, Allah $ will remove his anxiety on the Day of 
Judgement; and if anyone hides a Muslim 's weaknesses, 
Allan š will hide his secrets on the Day of Judgement. 
(transmitted by Bukhari) 





Upholding the [slámic brotherhood is a moral obligation for every Muslim and 
an important part of one’s faith. Rasulullah 2z reported: 


By Him in whose hand my soul rests, a man does not believe 


until he likes for his brother what he likes for himself. 
(transmitted by Bukhari & Muslim) 


e Muslim Community Includes All Colors, Races and Tribes 
islam is truly the universal faith. One can find Muslims of all nationalities, 


living in every part of the world. They include Arabs, Iranians, Pakistanis, 
Malays, Chinese, Uzbeks, Turks, Africans, Bosnians, Americans and many 
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hundreds of others. 


The common bond of Islam makes Muslims of all races and tribes brothers 


and sisters. They should love one another and help one another. They should 
not fight or quarrel with each other. Allah +t: Says in the Qur’an: 


< 
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The believers are but a single brotherhood: so make peace and 


reconciliation between your two (contending) brothers... 
(Al-Hujurat 49: 10) 


The strength of the Ummah lies in unity. The Shaitan knows there is Strength 
in numbers, so he tries to create divisions between Muslims to conquer our 


souls. We must avoid the tendency to group together on racial lines against 


each other, because that would be our downfall. Allah x warns us in the 
Qur'àn: 
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And hold fast, all together, by the rope which Allah jx (stretches out for 
you), and be not divided among yourselves. 
(Al-Jmran 3: 103) 


We must remember that above all, despite differences in gender, nationality, 
or race, we are Muslims, and we share common faith in Allah xz and His 


teachings. There should be no stronger bond, and no other brotherhood can 
be more fulfilling. 
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Islam Condemns Racism and Tribalism 


Interestingly, almost every war in world history has been fought over 
nationalism and territorialism. The belief that one nation’s people are superior 
to another is a man-made notion. Allah 3 rejects any such divisions among 
his creation. Allah ss; says in the Qur’an: 


4 dea c LLL 
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Ümankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, 
and made you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each other 
(not that ye may despise each other). Verily, the most honored of you 
in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you..... 
(Al-Hujurat 49: 13) 


The only difference Allah iz sees between us is the purity of our faith and 
actions, Rasulullah $z further emphasized: 


Tou are nol better than people with red or black skins 
unless you excel them in piety. 
(transmitted by Ahmad) 


Therefore, there is no room for racial or national pride in Islam. Such pride 
is the creation of human beings, propagated by the Shaitan. and it only 


functions to break down the Islamic brotherhood and distract us from serving 


Allah s. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* All Muslims are members of one big family. 
* Islam was revealed by Allah =; for every nation, race and color. 
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EXERCISES 


|. How should a Muslim treat other Muslims? 

2. Complete the following Hadith : "By Him in whose hand my soul is, 
aman does not believe until he »” 

3, Name three races or nationalities of Muslims. Which is the best one? 

4. Describe one of the ways some people look down upon others in a 
school, and explain the right way to correct that type of bad behavior. 

5. Describe three ways you could show a fellow Muslim that you regard 
him or her as your brother or sister. 








LESSON 17 


GOOD RELATIONS WITH PEOPLE OF OTHER RELIGIONS 


We are All One Human Family 


Islam is a religion of peace and good will. As Muslims, we believe that Allah 
à is the Creator of everyone, and He sent His guidance to all the people of 
the world Our Prophet Muhammad $i was sent as a messenger for all 
humanity, and he is Rahmat al- li al- Alam m." which means, “Mercy to all 

human kind.” We believe that all humanity, no matter what color, origin or 

faith. is one family and must learn to coexist peacefully. Allāh š says in the 

| Quin: 
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Indeed! this ‘Ummah (Community) of yours is one 
Ummah and | am your Lord, so worship Me. 
(Al-Anbiya ' 21:92) 


Islam is the Complete Way of Life for All 





Allah js; sent many prophets and messengers before Rasulullah £4. 
Unfortunately, many of their teachings were changed by misled people. 
Finally, Allah x: sent his last messenger with His final, perfect message, the 
Quran. He promised to protect it from human distortion for the rest of 
elemity. The Qur'an teaches us how to live as Muslims in submission to 


Allah š. 


Muslims have a duty to invite others to Islam. We must learn how to present 
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our way of life in a way that they can understand and appreciate it. The 
Qur'àn teaches us to practice what we preach and our own example can be the 


best teaching method in itself. 


Inviting People to Islam 


Inviting people to Islam, or Da’wah, is a very important part of being a 
Muslim. Allah š; has provided us with some guidelines of the best ways of 
doing Da ‘wah: 


ISI odes! 
aea fo | or prey Fool les galls 


Invite (all) to the way of thy Lord with wisdom and beautiful 
preaching, and argue with them in ways that are best. 
(An-Nahl 16: 125) 


Before we can invite anyone to Islàm, we must be certain that we have our 
own facts straight. Because if we sound uncertain, we can discourage people 
from j joining us and do more damage than goad. 
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And argue not with the People of the Book, except in the best way, 
unless it be with them who do wrong . And say to them we believe 
in the revelation which has come down to us and that which has 
come down to you, and your God and our God is One: and it is 
to Him that we submit. to ... 
(Al-'Ankab üt 29:46) 


5 


Alfih teaches us to talk with other human beings kindly and seek commo, 
ground while talking to them. When talking to people of other faith we mus 
sian with what is common among us and not where we differ. We can discus; 


important matters of faith when we have established common ground and 
confidence. 


Itis also wrong to belittle the beliefs of others and ridicule their idols and 
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Revile ye not those whom they call upon besides Allah, 
incase they out of spite revile Allah in their ignorance... 
(Al-An ‘am 6: 108) 


When we feel strongly about something so important as faith. it is easy to get 
excited during discussion with someone holding an opposing view. It is 
important to remember that you cannot force someone to see the truth if his 
mind is not open to the truth. The ability to see the truth with an open mind 
comes from Allah jis, and not everyone exercises this capacity. Using any 
form of compulsion is clearly prohibited. As the Qur’an says: 
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Let there be no compulsion in religion: truth stands out clear from error... 
(Al-Bagarah 2: 256) 


b Speaking to people of other religions, we should point out that all the 
Mons share certain ideologies, Islam shares the basic truth of Taw hid and 
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its moral teachings with all the major religions of the world. Allah it is the 
source of all truth. When people of any religion go back to their original 


teachings, they find that in fact, Tawhid is the basis of their earlier revelations. 
However, much of the truth of the earlier revelations is lost. 


Islam is closest to Christianity and Judaism because these two religions, more 
than others, have preserved the truth of their revelations, and their books 
clearly prophesied the coming of Rasulullah £z. When speaking to Christians 
and Jews, we should make it clear that we all believe in the same one God and 
that we acknowledge them as People of the Book, revealed to them by earlier 
prophets. The only difference is that we also believe Rasulullah 2x was sent 


to clarify and complete the truth of Allah's zz earlier revelations to 
humankind. 


Embodying Islam Through Practice 


One of the best ways of keeping good relations with non-Muslims, while at 
the same time inviting them to Islam, is to treat them with respect. If people 
see that a Muslim is kind and helpful, fair and trustworthy, they will like him. 


Moreover, they will be interested to know more about the faith that guides 
him to be good. 


Therefore, every Muslim should try to behave in an appropriate manner and 
show how Islam is the best religion in the sight of God. A good example 
often carries more emphasis than words. The Qur’an teaches us fairness, 
justice, good speech, righteous actions and cooperation in all good deeds and 
forbids, ridicule, bad language, injury, injustice and backbiting. A believer 
must practice all the teachings of Islamic Tahdhib and Akhlaq when dealing 
with Muslims or non-Muslims. A Muslim must always remember that while 
he 1s responsible for bringing the message of Islam before those who have not 
yet been enlightened, guidance is ultimately in the hands of Allah X. 
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WE HAVE LEARNED: LESSON 18 


e A a -= CE al 
* [tis the duty of every Muslim to bring the message of Islam to others : 


* Calling people to Allah xz and Rasulullah 2 brings blessings. BUILDING AND MAINTAINING MASAJID 


* The best way to show others the beauty of Islam is through our good 
behavior. 


What is a Masjid? 


A masjid is a place reserved for the worship of Allah xz. Allah tts does not 
EXERCISES l 
want anyone else worshipped there: 
id $4279 5 77. dap A "arte ue o 
|. How should a Muslim invite a non-Muslim to Islam? oM v e lae 25 e a cen E P 
2. Namethree things that a Muslim should avoid when inviting people to " 


And indeed the mosques are for (the worship of) 
Allah alone, so call not on anyone besides Allah 
(Al-Jinn 72:16) 


Islam. 
j Name two beliefs that Muslims share with Christians and Jews. 
- 4 How can a Muslim embody Islam through his actions? 
3. Descnbe three things that many Muslims do nowadays but which are 
prohibited in Islam, and suggest some steps that could be taken to stop 
or discourage them. 


Building, visiting, and maintaining a masjid is a work of great piety. The 
Qur'àn teaches us: 
et A st Wee Michi cents A he 
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ANY 33435356 Manse: AAF 
He indeed, shall build and maintain the mosque of Allāh, 
who believes in Allah, and the Last Day, offers regular prayer, 


and gives the Zakah and fears none except Allah. 
(At-Tawbah 9:18) 


Masajid (Mosques) are the Houses of Allah JZ and He teaches us the Tah- 
dh of visiting and using them. 


Entering a Masjid 
Itis Sunnah to enter the masjid with the right foot first and Say this D, ` 
uq 
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| OAllah! Open the doors of Your Rahmah (Mercy) for me 


A person entering the prayer area should remove his shoes, so he doe; no 
bring in dirt from the street. The prayer rug of the masjid must be ke 

y especially clean as people offer their prayers there and make Sajdu 
(prostration) to Allah 3. 


Tahiyyat al-Masjid: Sunnah Prayer on Arrival at the Masjid 


According to some scholars, every time a person performs Wugu’ and finds 
- a placetopray, itis Sunnah for him to perform two Rak'at Salah silently. This 
| prayer is called Tahiyyat al-Masjid. 


Waiting for the Prayer 





One should then sit quietly while waiting for the Salat al-Jama'ah 
(congregational prayer) to begin. There should be no games, unnecessary 
talking or noise. One should spend his time in reading the Qur'an, 
Temembering Allah à and offering Nawafil (optional prayers) 


When the ‘Igamah is called, he and the other worshipper should form straight 


tows behind the Imam. They should stand close to one another, leaving no 
Baps in between making straight rows. 


The women should stand behind men making their straight rows or in their 
OWD special areas, 
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After the Prayer 


The worshipper may stay for additional Naf? prayer, or for meditation or 
recitation of the Qur’4n. He should avoid anything that is not an act of 
worship such as chatting, excessive greetings, doing business, eating, etc., 
while in the masjid. 


Leaving the Masjid 


It is Sunnah to leave the masjid with the left foot out first and say this du ‘a: 
O Allah! I ask you to bless me with Your Fadl (Generosity) 


According to the tradition of Prophet Muhammad xz, the reward of offering 
the Salah with Jama‘ah is twenty-seven times more than offering it 
individually. We must make special effort to go to the masjid for all our 
prayers. 


In the western world, the Muslim community is new and is establishing 
Islamic Centers and Masajid. Islamic Centers serve both as a masjid and 
social center. These centers are established by the donations of the 
community and managed by its Shura (Consultation). We must generously 
donate our money, time and expertise for community work and cooperate in 
all those things that will help the new Islamic community to grow. The things 
may not always turn out as we wish, but it is part of our discipline to follow 
the Shura and never give up working with other members of the community 
for the cause of Islam. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* The Masjid is the House of Allah sc and is built and maintained 
by those who love Him and believe in Him. 

* While in the Masjid we should not talk, play or make noise. We 
should concentrate only on remembering Allah 5 . 
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+ We must participate in all the activities of our masdajid and Islamic 


centers. 


EXERCISES 





What is the main purpose of a masjid’? 

Why should a person remove his shoes outside the masjid? 

Upon taking his place in the masjid, one may pray two Sunnah Rak'a, 
called . 

On hearing the 7gamah, what should the worshippers do? 

What should a worshipper do after the prayer, and what should he 
avoid doing? 
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LESSON 19 a 
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USING THE BATHROOM 


Entering the Bathroom 


It is Sunnah to enter the bathroom with the left foot and say: 
SGH, E S Gb 5,21 Si eei 
Allahumma innia udhü bi-ka mina (a)l-khubuthi wa (a)I-khaba ith. 


O Allah, I seek refuge in You from the devil and all kinds of evils. 
(transmitted by Bukhari and Muslim) 


Leaving the Bathroom 


When leaving the bathroom, it is Sunnah to leave with the right foot and say: 
sliley 54 LER CLASE call a ALL 
Alhamdü li(A)llahi (a)lladhi ‘adhhaba ‘anni (a)I-'adha wa 'afani 


Praise be to Allah, Who has taken away from 
me what is harmful and given me health. 


Relieving Oneself in Private 


We learned in earlier lessons the importance of decency and modesty. When 
going to the bathroom, one should maintain privacy and avoid indecent 
exposure. Rasulullah #z explicitly said: 
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*... He who relieves himself should be concealed 
(from the view of others). " 


Washing After Using the Bathroom 
(transmitted by Abu Da’ wud) 


itis Sunnah to wash the private parts with water after going to the bathroom. 
Urinating in the Standing Position 


One should use fresh water and wash the hands with soap, or rub the hands on 
the clean ground if no water is available. According to Islamic tradition, clean 
earth is considered as pure as water. 
twas reported by “Umar “x that Rasulullah 2z once saw him urinating inth 
standing position and said: 


General Cleanliness of the Bathroom 
, S |t is essential that a Muslim observe cleanliness and modesty when using the 
"O Umar, do not urinate while standing.” So after that, a ty - 
; l bathroom. These hygienic practices keep our environment clean and prevent 
Umar & said, he did not urinate while standing. 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi) 






the spread of disease. 


Therefore, one should avoid urinating in the standing position. It is indecent 


If one has no choice but to relieve himself outside, he should not choose a 
and likely to soil one's clothing or the toilet seat. 


public place like a sidewalk, or a park, where other people are present. 


Out of consideration for the next user, one should always leave the bathroom 
tidy. One should not drop anything into the toilet except toilet paper. After 
Going to the Bathroom with Others making the Wudu’, we may find water on the sink or on the floor. We should 
wipe it with a paper towel or cloth before leaving. 
Islâm prescribes a full code of proper dress. For both men and women, there 
are private parts of the body that must not be exposed to others. When using 


bathrooms, toilets and swimming pools, beaches and other public places, we 


must be very careful in exposing our private parts to others. Rasulullah 5; 


We must show special consideration when making /stinja ' (cleaning private 
said: 


parts) or Wudu’ in the public facilities. If there is an Islamic meeting in a 
hotel or public meeting place, we often ignore the fact that there are other 


non-Muslims who are also using the same facility and would not appreciate 
our leaving the toilet and bathroom untidy and wet. 

Two people (or more) should not go out together to relieve 

themselves, uncovering their private parts and talking to 


each other. Allah Az hates this. Reading In the Bathroom 
. -= —- 
(transmitted by Abu Da'wüd) 


We must spend as little time as necessary in the bathroom. It is not to be used 
as a place for relaxation. Evil spirits and thoughts linger. Some people are in 
the habit of taking reading material and use toilet time in light reading. All 
useful knowledge is sacred in Islàm. Sometimes magazines contain articles 
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about Islam, Prophet f and Muslim countries mentioning Islamic name, 
places. The habit of keeping literature in the toilet and reading it muy 
discouraged. 

WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* Going to the bathroom is a natural part of life and it must be done; 
privacy. 

* We should follow the Islamic etiquette for using the bathroom. 

* These rules help us to keep ourselves clean and be respectful to th 
nights of the others. 


EXERCISES 


What should a person say when entering the bathroom? 

What should a person say when leaving the bathroom? 

Why is it wrong to relieve oneself in an open area? 

Why is it wrong to urinate standing up? 

Why isit wrong to go to hold a conversation or do reading while using 
the bathroom? 

6. How does a Muslim clean himself after using the toilet? 

7. Name three places which should be avoided to relieve oneself? 

Why should the bathroom be left tidy after use? 


me eH L— 
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LESSON 20 
A Me ee AN I Se metra 


GRATITUDE, PATIENCE AND ENDURANCE 


Good and Bad Fortune 


Everyone faces good and bad times during the course of his life. You may be 
able to think of some things that happened to you that made you happy, and 
others that made you sad. Facing hardships makes a person stronger. With 
every difficulty, one learns important lessons in patience and endurance. 


A Test from Allah it: 


People have the tendency to forget Allah xz; during the good times and return 
to Him during difficulties. A Muslim should regard both good times and bad 
times as a divine test. During good times, Allah xt; tests us to see if we are 
grateful for His favors. During bad times, He tests our patience and 
faithfulness. Allah xz says in the Qur'an: 
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Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger 
some loss in goods, lives, and the fruits (of your toil). But | 
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give glad tidings to those who patiently persevere - who say, 
when afflicted with calamity: To Allah we belong, and to Him 
sour return - they are those on whom (descend) blessings from 
their Lord, and Mercy. And they are the ones who receive guidance 
! (Al-Bagarah 2:155-7) 


So, we should always be ready for Allah's 3 tests. remembering that he wj 
guide us through the good and bad times if we stay true to our faith in Hin, 


sc Rasulullah's #s Word on Gratitude and Patience 
fusilullih #4 is reported to have said about a Mu iin (a true believer) that 


Wondrous are the believer's affairs, for there is good in all 
his affairs and this is so only for the Mu'min. When something 
pleasing happens to him,he is grateful (to Allah i7, and that is 
good for him, and when something displeasing happens to him, 

he perseveres patiently, and that is good for him. 
(transmitted by Muslim) 


As Rasilullah #5 points out in this passage, gratitude and patience are the 
mark of a true Mu'min. When something good happens. his first impulse is 
fothank Allah =. When something unpleasant happens. he does not give up 
hope, nor does he impatiently question Allah 5. He knows that if he 
maintains his faith and sincerely prays to Allah z; for help and guidance, he 
will be rewarded, Insha “Allah. The Qur'an advises us: 
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O believers be patient and be better than others in patience 
Wi support each other to do right, and be conscious of Allah: 
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that you may succeed. 
(Al ‘Imran 3:200) 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* All good and bad times come to us as a test from Allah 3c . 
* Allah xz sees how we react in these situations. 


* A Mu'min is patient during bad times and thankful during good 
times. 


EXERCISES 


|. Everybody faces both good and bad fortune during his lifetime. (True 
or false). 
2. Give some examples of good and bad times you have faced personally. 
3. | How should a Muslim regard good and bad fortune? 
4. Ifa Muslim experiences good fortune, he should be 
to Allah xz . 
5. Ifa Muslim meets misfortune, he should not give up 
Give three examples of misfortune and describe what one should do in 
each case to show one's trust in Allah iz. 
Give three examples of good fortune, and tell what one may do in each 
case to show his gratitude to Allah àz. 
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LESSON 21 


EMEN  —  —M—— 
FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION 


Returning Good for Evil - 


Ifsomebody does you harm, you probably feel upset or angry. In fact, you 
fistimpulse may be to hurt the person who hurt you. If he told lies about you 
you may feel like telling lies about him. If he cursed you, you may feel like 
cursing him. If he was rude to you, you may feel like being rude to him. 








In Islam, it is forbidden to retaliate to a wrong deed by committing another 
wrong deed. Under any circumstances, lying, cursing and rudeness are wrong 
By behaving as badly as the person who wronged you, you become just as bad 
ashe is. However, Islam does permit you to seek redress through a court of 
law forany harm or hurt inflicted on you. It is the right of the person who has 

been wronged to seek justice; if he decides to be forgiving. he will receive his 

justreward, because Allah loves those who are forgiving. 


Itis important to learn to control one’s anger and respond in a cool, well- 
thought out manner. By exercising self control and patience in such 
situations, one can often accomplish a more positive result, and even make a 
fend of the person who was initially a rival. 


The Qur'an says: 
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The good deed and the evil deed are not alike. Repel the evil 
deed with one that is better, then lo!, the, person who 
was your enemy (may become) like a close friend. 
(Al-Fussilat 4]: 34) 


A Muslim always tries to keep a broad mind and open heart when dealing 
with offensive people. Sometimes, people may try to irritate you just to make 
you lose your cool and see your reaction. This is the Shaitan’s mischief. By 
remembering your manners, you can prove them wrong and defeat the 


Shaitan's evil purposes. 


Forgiveness 


Occasionally, we may unintentionally hurt someone’s feelings. If we know 
we are at fault, we should quickly repent and seek forgiveness from Allah <i 
and the person we have offended. 


Knowing that we all are capable of making mistakes, we should always try to 
keep a generous and forgiving heart. If someone shows sincere repentance and 
asks for our forgiveness, we should forgive him. We should not try to make 
him feel guilty and desert him as punishment for his mistake. Rasulullah 22 is 
reported to have said: 


It is not allowable for a man to keep apart from his 
brother more than three days, each of them turning 
away from the other when they meet. The better of the 
two is the one who is the first to give a greeting. 

(transmitted by Muslim) 


All punishment and reward comes from Allah sc. Only Allah it; can judge 


what is in people's hearts. Therefore, we must learn to give m oe the benefit 
ofthe doubt. 
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f kismini for people who love each other to disagree once in a while. Th 
—— testotiends can argue. Brothers and sisters may occasionally quarrel. Eve 
___paenls sometimes disagree in certain matters. But, we should not let smal 
14 differences of opinion break up relationships. Sometimes, it is more importay 
X ~ Toleithings go and reconcile our differences than to stubbornly insist that w 
___tenght and lose a precious relationship. 


Reconciliation 











— Weshould also try to persuade other people to forgive one another and live 
inpar. There is great reward for those who strive for peace and present 
t * ‘theMuslim brotherhood. Allah x says in the Qur'an: 
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— The Believers are but a single Brotherhood: so make peace 

and reconciliation between your two (contending) brothers, 

and fear Allah that you may receive Mercy. 
(Al-Hujurat 49: 10) 
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Making Peace 


bove teachings, we can see that making peace is a duty ofa 
Muslim should be careful not to harm others. If someone hurts 


AXE — 


loves those who are gentle and peaceful. Allah $5 does not like those who 
cause trouble for other people. Rasulullah Zz is reported to have said: 


Have mercy on the dwellers of the earth - 
the Lord of the Heaven will have mercy on you. 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi) 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* We have a right to seek redress for our hurt or harm but Allah <> 
loves those who return good for evil. 

* A true Muslim strives for peace in all aspects of life and with all 
people. 

* We should try to bring people together who have conflicts. 


EXERCISES 


|. lfsomeone harms you, how should you behave? Do you have a right 
to seek justice for any harm done to you? 
à. Ifsomeone offends you, but is sincerely sorry, and asks you to forgive 
him, what should you do? 
3. Isa Muslim allowed to stop speaking to or greeting another person? 
.  Iftwo Muslims are quarreling, what should you do? 
3. Does Allah x; love those who cause trouble and refuse to live 
peacefully? 
6. — Describe three ways in which children offend one another at school or 
at home and describe how one could behave better in return. 

71. \magine that you came home unhappy from a hard day at school one 
day and started yelling at your little sister for no reason. She begins to 
cry. What should you do? 

(a) Make excuses and blame her for your crankiness. 
(b) Call her a baby for crying, and tell her to be quiet. 
(c) Apologize for your outburst and try to make it up to her by 
doing something she likes. 
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LESSON 22 


——— — —— —2 
PREVENTING JEALOUSY 


What is Jealousy? 


Jealousy is the hurt feeling we sometimes experience, because we long for 
Something that another person has. We may feel as if we deserve what the 
have, and we are sometimes angry that we were not blessed with the same 


i thing 


















Onemay be jealous of others for all sorts of things: their beauty, their wealth, 
thei popularity, for their clothes, their toys, or anything he wishes he had, 
Jm. A jealous person not only wants to possess what the other person has, but 
Tewaatsthat person to be deprived of his possession. Sometimes, he goes ou 
oftis way to hurt and harm the person who has received favors from Allah i. 
For this reason, in Sirah al-Falag 113: 5 Allah 3 teaches us to seek His 
mige. "from the mischief of the jealous person as he practices jealousy.” 


Why is Jealousy Harmful? 


Jealousy can be very destructive. It breaks up friendships and hurts people. 
Tnsome cases, it has even started wars. But, how does jealousy begin? 


Jealousy bepins with resentment toward a person who has been blessed with 
Allan's bounties. A jealous person may steal or even try to harm the person 
Jogetwhat he wants, He feels that if he cannot be happy, no one else should 
behappy either. As a result, he may try to ruin another person's happiness. 


Howeve et, wat the jealous person fails to see is that when one is so consumed 


ange and frustration, he leaves no room for happiness. He becomes 
i blessings Allah i: has given him and concentrates on only those 
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things of which he has not been given. Such ingratitude angers Allah x, and 
He may withdraw His favors as punishment. Allah ix; says: 
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And when your Lord ordered: If ye are grateful, I will 
add more (favors) unto you; but if you show ingratitude, 
truly My punishment is terrible indeed. 
(Ibrahim 14: 7) 


It is important to remember that jealousy is a sneaky trap of the Shaitan. He 


uses jealous thoughts to create hatred between people. We must be careful not 
to fall prey to this trap. 


How to Guard Against Feelings of Jealous 





Allah 3; has a reason for everything He does. Sometimes, it seems that 
undeserving people have more in this world than the deserving, faithful 
people. Still, we must not feel jealous or angry: 
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And in no way covet those things in which Allah jez has 
bestowed His gifts more freely on some of you than on others 


(An-Nisa 4. 32) 
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Sil sometimes, it is difficult not to let feelings of jealousy take over. Instey 
k -oflooking atpeople more fortunate than us and feeling deprived, Rasulullg, 
—— — S advised that we should look at those less fortunate than us and fe 
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When one of you sees another who is better off than him 
od respect of wealth and creation, let him look to one which 
is below him, That is more proper that you do not hold in 
contempt the favor of Allah ic; towards you. 
(transmitted by Bukhari and Muslim) 


Swe discussed in Lesson 17, every Muslim is morally bound to preserve the 
simic brotherhood. According to Rasülullàh £5 , if a Muslim sincerely 

considers every other Muslim his brother or sister, he should wish for him 
ial he wishes for himself: 


— By Him in whose hand my soul is, a man does not believe 
until he likes for his brother what he likes for himself. 
(transmitted by Bukhari and Muslim) 


t2 Muslim finds happiness in his brother’s happiness, feelings of 
never arise. 


Iso realize that Allah xz has been kind and just to all His 
ehas favored someone with something, He has also favored us 
y unique gifts. If we were deprived of any of these gifts of 
*Would be at a loss. If we like something someone has, we should 
ire with something equally satisfying. If we secure it, we 
as. If we do not, we must remain patient, for Allah $ 
wha is good, and what is bad for us. 





WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* Jealousy is the feeling of hurt by the happiness and favors of others. 
* We should never feel jealous of others and always be happy and 
thankful with whatever Allah 5 has given us. 
* Allah šz and Rasulullah £z have provided us with ways to guard 
against jealousy. 


EXERCISES 


|. What is jealousy? Give three examples of things that can make people 
jealous. 

2. How does jealousy lead to hatred and ungratefulness to Allah 5zz? 

3 In which Surah does Allah 3X teach us to seek His refuge from the 

jealousy of the jealous person. 

Cite a Hadith which warns us to guard against jealousy. 

How might you avoid becoming jealous of others? 

Why should we accept the decision of Allah z in all matters? 

Write a story of a jealous person who was hurt as a result of his own 

jealousy. Be sure to include how he repented to Allah 5; and became 

a good Muslim. 


IAMS 
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LESSON 23 


CONTROLLING ANGER 


(ne day, a man met Rastlullah #4 and asked him to give him the n, 

important rule of behavior. It is reported that Rasulullah #4 replied: ; 

"Do not be angry,” and he repeated this several times. 
(transmitted by Bukhāri) 


| Rasilullah £5 repeated his advice to emphasize how important it is to contr 
anger. He was known to be very patient and calm, never letting anger rule his 
ations or words. This is one of the reasons why his followers felt so 
comfortable with him. Even the disbelievers respected him for his grea 


nance, 











The Harm of Anger 


Anperis probably the most destructive human emotion. Often, when a person 
ges angy, he can say and do things he may live to regret. He loses 
stllcontrol. Out of frustration, he may shout, curse, and say awful things. 
He could hurt or even kill someone in extreme circumstances. When a person 
ges anpry, he can do irreparable damage to himself and others. 


Anger is another trap from the Shaitan to break our faith. Rasulullah $ 
wamed: 


Anger comes from the Shaitan; the Shaitan was created from fire, 
and fire is extinguished only with water; so when one of you 
becomes angry, he should perform Wudu' 
(transmitted by Abu Da'wüd) 


Wem 
ist be careful to control our anger and not let our anger control us. 
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How to Control Anger 


Anger is a natural emotion. Certain situations can make anyone angry. 

However, one must know how to express anger in a constructive rather than 

destructive way. The best way is to stop and think about what you are about 
to do before you lose control. Then, try to convey your feelings calmly. You 
will find that you can make your point more effectively this way. 


Rasulullah 2; gave the following advice in regards to controlling anger: 
When one of you is angry while standing, let him sit down; and if 
his anger goes away (it is good); otherwise let him lie down. 


(transmitted by Abu Da'wud) 


When you learn to control your anger, you feel better about yourself, and 
others feel more comfortable around you. 


A Strong Person Controls his Anger 


According to a Hadith transmitted by Muslim, Rasulullah Sx asked his 
Sahabah “x: “Who do you think is strong or powerful?" 


They replied: "He who throws people down." 

"No," said Rasulullah 2z, "It is he who controls himself when he is angry." 
Truly, it takes a great deal of inner-strength to control one's anger, because 
many times, it arises so suddenly that it takes us by surprise. This is why we 


should be aware of situations that can make us angry. Similarly, we should 
avoid doing anything to anger others. 


81 













Allah & Rewards Those Who Control Their An 
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- donot let their anger rule their actions. Rasulullah 25 sald: 

^ ' , : | 

_____Whoever controls his anger, while he has the power to show it 
Allah Az will call him on the Day of Resurrection 

before all Creation, and reward him greatly. 
(transmitted by Abu Da'wüd and Tirmidhi) 


ran promises that those who control their anger are among those 


hom Allah i= loves: 

E TAPAS 
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Pent a) . . o e e B 
E TM ^ | Nendo” lo el a) ls Zi 3 
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ose who spend generously in ease and in difficulty, and those who 
anger, and are forgiving toward people: Surely Allah loves 
those who do good. 

(Al Imran 3:134) 
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Alla F: has promised that on the Day of Judgment, He will reward thoga Wh 
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EXERCISES 


What did Rasulullah 2 reply to the man who asked him for a rule of 
behavior? 
How might a person behave when he is angry? 
What did Rasulullah 2z advise that an angry person should do to 
control his anger? 
Which type of person did Rasulullah #2 say was strong and powerful? 
Describe three things which annoy you the most, and explain what you 
would do in each case to control your anger. 
Allah loves those who have the following characteristics: 
l. 
li. 
iii. 
Write a story about an angry person who got into trouble because of his 
temper. 
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LESSON 24 


oOo 


T 
JUSTICE AND FAIRNESS 


The Meaning of Justice and Fairness 






















Justice and faimess means that all people should be given equal treatment. A 
— Muslim has a moral responsibility to be just and fair in all his actions to all 
people---Muslims and non-Muslims alike. In everything he does, he should 
mike certain that his decision is equally beneficial for everyone involved, 

— Evenifhe tries to fool himself into believing that something unjust is just, 
a Allah & notes his every action and will question him on_ the Day of 
Judvement for it. 


A Justly Balanced ‘Ummah 





The Muslim ‘Ummah, as a community, has a special responsibility to be just 
ax far. The Qur'àn reminds us: 
aa a“ 
- SNS 5 


a. 7% OERA E, 2 
Nyy Us Ae el 
H 4 4 4 — AS 
Ic 457 (ere 7 «S^ 21 
k epe) pelos a sos UH de lues 
| D And thus we have made out of you a justly balanced ‘Ummah 
TA "onmunity), that you be a witness over the nations, and the 


) — — Messenger be a witness over you. " 
(Al-Bagarah 2:143) 


> pto re 
* 


bea witness over the actions of others requires that he be a 
"i zen himself, In Rasülulláh £z, we had the best example ofa 
hh Ee is worst enemies recognized that he was an honest, just, 
_ “orthy person, because he maintained the same hi gh standard 
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of integrity with everyone equally. Many Jews of Madinah brought their 
affairs to him, knowing that he would always be fair. 


A Muslim should follow the example of Rasulullah #z and be an example to 
others in all matters of life, especially in matters of fairness and justice. 


An Example of Injustice 


We all have had experiences when we feel we have not been treated justly, 
and our rights have been violated by others. We seldom realize that others 
may feel the same toward us. Let us consider the following example: 


The class monitor, Rasheed, hears his classmates, Meksud 

and Arif, making noise. He should write down both their names 
in his report. Instead, Rasheed writes down only Meksud's 
name, because Arif is his friend. As a result, Meksud receives 
punishment, and Arif gets off free. 


The monitor is guilty of favoritism, and this is dishonest. The teacher left him 
in charge, trusting that he would be fair. He has not only done an injustice to 
Meksud, he has also done an injustice to the teacher and the rest of the class. 
Lets look at what happened next: 


The next time the teacher leaves the room with Rasheed in 
charge, Arif starts making noise again. This time, he is even 
more unruly. He knows that his friend won't report him, so he 
continues to disturb the class and doesn’t worry about getting 
in trouble. Meksud stays quiet, because he learned his lesson 
the last time. Then unexpectedly, the teacher comes back to get 
something and catches Arif in his mischief. She asks Rasheed 
to give her his report, but she notices Arif’s name is not on it. 
She questions Rasheed. Realizing that he has unjustly favored 
his friend, she decides that Rasheed is not reliable enough to 
hold the position of class monitor. Instead, she gives the job to 
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S AA o A -» Ik 7 
Meksud, who, by learning his lesson, showed that he was KA A o ft 7 2 (54 ate T ata 
responsible 4 itas, IMPD Made Cr Le P 


9 7 2A ue AN] oe < 
E US a IN A iie 
[he Importance of Justice and Fairness 

di ducis Zs BE, As een 
Anybody who holds a position of responsibility should be just and fair 
Whether he is a class monitor, a chief, a principal, a governor, a supervisor, O 
amanager, a judge, an /mam or president. People have the right to expect any 


Vict eS Ud 


OG css SEGA PAE 















person holding a position of responsibility to be fair and impartial. They count 0 i who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as wilnesses 10 
on him for justice. A leader should not favor anyone for their wealth, Allah even zo BOIS yourselves, Or your POUS OF VOLN kin, 
2 prestige or heritage, nor should he be biased against someone for their racial and whether it be (against) rich or poor, for Allah can best protect 


> tedgzound, social status, or for any other reason. both. Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest you swerve, 


^ and if you distort (justice) or decline to do justice, 
E [fa leader is unjust, people will not trust him. They will not respect him, and verily, Allah is well-acquainted with all that you do. 
br E refuse to cooperate with him. He will set a bad example for the (An-Nisa' 4: 135) 
"emmuniyy. Asa result, the whole society will suffer. On the other hand, a just 
"ui fair leader will be trusted by all. He will earn their respect and In this passage, we are being advised that we should be ready to stand for the 
operation. cause of justice, even if it means we have to be a witnesses against Ourselves, 
4 or against our parents and relatives. Many times, we tend to look the other 
Simi ly, aperson who is called as a witness should tell the whole truth, and way, when it is our own relatives who are behaving unfairly. However, we 
— w orprejudice of any kind. In this way, he will be helping the cause fail to consider that they might be willing to correct themselves if they had the 
Uljusice, faimess and happiness of many people. benefit of good advice. It is our responsibility to help them understand the 
- difference between right and wrong. If we start accepting wrong doing just 
Ved must be just and fair in our daily dealings with people. For example, because we don’t have the courage to correct our loved ones, then evil 
| m ilsimeone owns a store, and gives the best goods only to his friends, he is practices and unjust habits become the acceptable norm of the society. 
4 ui Similarly, if you share your cookies with your brother and not Everyone must face the consequences of their actions, no matter how 
i n 3 * . . 
A Yous er, you are being unfair. Even if you treat one friend with more important or well known. When we exempt people with wealth, influence and 
a than ano ower from their responsibilities, we are giving rise to injustice and 
x b" ther friend, you are being unfair. We should always try to power M 
dE ne the way we would like to be treated ourselves. Oppression. 


The greatest reason for injustice is self-interest. Greed sometimes makes us 
" dothings which are unfair to others. Let's consider the following story as an 
- TheQur'àn on Justice example 
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"P an ) / 
Jamul s New Shoes WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* A Muslim must treat everybody, whether Muslim or non-Muslim, 





One day, Jamil s mother gave him some money (o go to the 


p 
1 
| E She specificaly asked him to buy school shoes for RU PUES and justice 
imselfand his little brother, Harrith. When Jamil got to the + People ; T e 
ple in positions of responsibility have a special duty to be just. 
poe und these ey Hd shoes for himself, but they * Both individually and as members of the ‘Ummah, Muslims have a 
cost more than his mother fold him to spend. He thought to special responsibility to stand for fairness and justice. 
himself TI buy cheaper shoes for Harrith, I can buy these for 
myselfwith the difference.” Harrith, being younger, trusted his 
brother and didn t question his judgement. On his way home, 
Jamil was very pleased with himself and his new shoes. EXERCISES 
The nextday, the two boys were walking to school, both in their | Give three examples to show what injustice means. 
newshoes. Halfway there, Harrith tripped and fell, twisting his 2,  Ifsomeone is called as a witness in a dispute between a rich man and 
ankle. Alarmed, Jamil asked, "What happened?” a poor man, what should he do? 
È 3, Give three examples of how a leader can inspire a sense of justice and 
‘My shoe broke, and 1 fell down, "answered Harrith, crying fairness in his people through his own behavior. 
4 What are two common causes of injustice among students, and what 


painfully, Riddled with guilt, Jamil carried his brother home 
would you do as a student leader to stop such injustices? 


(o his mother. 


When he got home, he told his mother what happened 
confessing that he had bought good shoes for himself and lesser 
quality shoes for Harrith. Disappointed, his mother told him, 
“Jamil, | trusted you to be fair, and Harrith did too. But 
because you were greedy, Harrith is paying for your selfishness 
now. You were unfair to him and owe him an apology. You 
Mow, if you hadn t admitted your guilt to me, I would never 
have known. However, Allah 4z was watching you and knew 
you every intention and action. Therefore, you must pray for 


forgiveness from Him. " 


^ il apologized to Harrith and his mother and prayed two 
X ahNNaflfor forgiveness from Allah , From then on, Jamil 
“redhat greed and selfishness can lead to terrible injustice. 
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Allah 3c; has forbidden backbiting, because it can be very hurtful and ruin a 
person's reputation. When talking about other people, we should try to think: 
would I be able to say these things about this person to his face. If not, we 
should not be discussing such matters in their absence, because they don’t 
have the chance to clarify or defend their actions. 
















BACKBITING AND CURSING | 


What is Backbiting? 


» biting means to say bad things about a person when he or she is not What is Cursing? 
peen. lisave bad habit, which Allah si; has strongly condemned i 
Wrin. ape as E ju Cursing is a form of verbal abuse using vulgar words or to wish misfortune 
m 3 ona person. A curse can sometimes be conveyed by gestures of the hands. 


4 Wea; Cursing is disrespectful and indecent. Rasulullah #2 repeatedly warned 
I AE ed B p 
joan ao: LAS o aali a oa ett against cursing: 

4 oh A4 TAG o d Av aan 

dm TM Uae e EIQ e Y; Do not use bad language, for Allah siz 

e , y tts E, T ^74 does not like bad language or the use of it. 

f paloa alla 9 0 gad aS or Adload Wey (transmitted by Bukhari & Abu Da’ wud) 
3 Om The believer does not taunt, curse, abuse anyone, or talk indecently. 


(transmitted by Tirmidhi) 
nd spynot on each other, nor speak ill of each other 
bii hacks. Would any of you like to eat the flesh of The sin of verbally abusing people is so great that all the rewards one has 
s dead brother? Nay, you would abhor it. But fear Alläh, earned from prayers, fasting, Zakah, Hajj and other religious duties will not 
"for Allah is Oft-Returning, Most-Merciful. erase it. Such a person is deprived of Allah’s mercy: 

(Al-Hujirat 49: 12) 

A person who is rude and has a harsh tongue 

Al Ar stresses His disgust with backbiting by comparing it to will not be admitted to Jannah (paradise). 
iur s dead brother. (Sharh as-Sunnah) 


Rastlullah #4 also warned against wishing evil on others: 
Whoever curses a thing when it does not deserve it, 


causes the curse to return upon himself. 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi & Abu Da’ wud) 


te, n ifwe hear others backbiting, we should not join 
corre ect them, turn the conversation to another topic, 
isnot possible, we should at least be silent. 


EM. 
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E Therefore, we should learn to control our anger and our tongues, so tha 
! a hb not harm others or harm ourselves. ay 


— WRHAVE LEARNED: 
r 


* Backbiting is a serious sin in Islam. 
* Using bad language is not a sign of a true Muslim. 
* We should never curse Allah xt;'s creation. 


M RCISES 


What is backbiting? Give an example. 

The Qur'an says that backbiting is like 

_ (Complete the sentence.) 

, What should you do if you are among other people who are 
backbiting? 

| V hat did Rasulullah £: say about bad language and cursing? 

Ý. According to a Hadith quoted in the lesson, there is a fault which 
a mot be wiped out by the rewards of a person's worship. What is 
—— fhat fault? 

What happens to a person if he curses something that does not 
AE sme it? 

| Describe three occasions on which students easily abuse or curse 
each ch oter and describe what you would do in each case to control 


jour Jf ule 


| 
| 
f 
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LESSON 26 
Qo CREER 
SUSPICION AND SPYING 


What are Suspicion and Spying? 


Suspicion is the feeling that someone is guilty of doing something wrong, 
although there is no clear evidence or proof. Spying means to keep watch 
on a person secretly to see what he does. 


Suspicion and spying comes from mistrust. Often, if you expect the worst 
of someone, you will only see bad in his actions. On the contrary, if you 
expect the best of someone, you will see only the good in his actions. This 
is why Allah zz says in the Qur'an: 


o Is 


Fy i ao cO o oz d Gere | oA ae EAA 


Zor 4 Lo ADA “a 7°e 
Uns c: Ax 9 Vega, S 9 
O you who believe! Avoid suspicion as much (as possible): 
for suspicion in some cases is a sin; and do not spy on each other, 


nor speak ill of each other behind their backs. 
(Al-Hujurat 49:12) 


What is Wrong with Suspicion and Spying? 





Clearly, being unnecessarily suspicious of our fellow humans is bad and of 
à fellow Muslim is worse. We should assume that every Muslim 1s a true 
believer, and he knows the difference between right and wrong. We must 
give him the benefit of doubt. We should trust our brothers and sisters and 
not think the worst of them. We are not responsible for the thoughts and 
private actions of others. Everyone has a right to privacy. We should not 


93 
























(XERCISES 


gi vanyone to see what they are doing privately. 

E t Everybody has his faults, and at one time or another, we have all committed |. ng i N suspicion 

mises ands sins to some degree. People who are suspicious and spy into j What is meant by spying? 

1 t peoples affairs are considered sneaky or nosey, because they are ) What is a "busybody" or “nosey” person’? 

te _ bays geting involved in things that are not their business. Our business , Why is it wrong to look for other people's faults? 
j 
b. 
1 


isto correct our own faults, not to look for faults in other people. What is a foreign agent, and who hires him? 
What is wrong with working as a spy for a foreign country? 


Do research and find out about true stories of foreign agents and 
write the story of one of them, or use your imagination to make up 
your own story of a foreign spy. 


Z 
$ 


"c 


Ate Suspicion and Spying Ever Necessary? 


Intimes of war or social unrest, Muslims may be compelled to find out the 
ans of the enemy or of mischief-makers to take necessary precautions. It 
obenecessary for law officers to investigate evidence if a personis 
ing or planning a crime. These cases are different from simply 

king suspicious or spying for no reason other than curiosity or mischief. 
X 

i politics is very complicated, and many times. foreign governments 
eopleto spy for them. Professional spying is a highly paid business 
y risks. But the greatest risk in spying for foreign governments is 


ds out, and the foreign spy is then sentenced and disgraced. A 
t maintain his dignity and avoid doing anything for profit 

is immoral and illegal. 

Awe 


E LEARNED: 
y 
n E 





and lower your voice; for the hardest of sounds, 
without doubt, is the braying of the donkey. 
(Al-Luqman 31: 19) 











Here, Allah xz warns us about all kinds of showing-off in our manners, 
pehavior and way of speaking. Talking loudly or boastfully is likened to the 
What is Pride? sounds a donkey makes. The analogy draws from the fact that donkeys are 
considered creatures of little intelligence. 


PRIDE AND MOCKERY 


ne of two meanings. It can refer to the feeling of pleasure 
| Es ajob well done. Such pride is not necessarily a bad . 
vourages us to do better. What is Mockery? 


mean to regard oneself better than others while considering | Mockery means to make fun of people in order to embarrass them or make 
r. We will discuss this kind of pride in this lesson. them uncomfortable and unhappy. It means to laugh at other people because 
B. they are different from us or they don't belong to our group. 

1sees himself as better than other people. He may think himself 

| handsome or smart. He may think himself more Mockery shows a total disregard for the feelings of others. Allah x; has 
ise he is wealthier, more intelligent, or more religious than specifically forbidden it in the Qur'an: 

sopnizing that all of these qualities are gifts from Allah " Tcu x 2235 Az 


to Him, he wastes his time in self-admiration and begins 2 T5») 92 Pea Y eae c» A eum 


an do no wrong. eau da. d. > Ü fore a 
A leche Shas Ae AS lyse 
mp shments possible. Allah x; condemns pride and | e^ {CS ek as KASHA 90^ 


| 44-07 A 


"O you who believe! Let not some men among you laugh at 
| others: it may be that the (latter) are better than the 


\ 








| x Met JA eee > 5 =f | (former). Nor let some women laugh at others: it 
lok 9 PARE may be that the (latter) are better than the (former). 


MEE pride) at men, nor walk Nor defame nor be sarcastic to each other, nor call each 
^^ he earth: for Allah loves not | gero» (eff E coton o ies la AMA nee 
(Al-Huj urat 49: 11) 


23 


r. And be moderate in your pace, 




























uld never laugh at others for their shortcomings, because we wE HAVE LEARNED: 

ves. In fact, they may be better than we are in the sigh 

) we have no right to judge. We should try to treat others wih | * Being proud or arrogant is not the way for a good Muslim. 

BEES ke for ourselves. | * We should not ridicule other people because of our differences with 
a them. 


'- 


ach other for various reasons. Sometimes, people use mockery * We should not make people with physical challenges feel small or 


0 their own fear of something or someone different; because insignificant. 

rstand it, they make fun of it. Allah jz; has created people of * Mockery hurts the feelings of others and is not liked by Allah 5 . 

Shapes, and sizes. They speak different languages. People 

ny ethnic backgrounds. They may follow different religions 

[part of His creation and very dear to Him. We must not do EXERCISES 

int the feelings of others or harm them in any way. 
p | Give three reasons why people may be proud. 

ple are made fun of because they are physically challenged. 9 Inthe Qur’an, Sirah 31, verse 19, Allah xi; says that a loud voice is 

f paralyzed, or mentally handicapped does not make them like the braying of a 

. In fact, these people are special. They live with Give some examples of how people ridicule each other. 

lily basis with more courage and determination than most of What are some of the reasons that people make fun of each other? 

d encourage such people with our love and concern and not Why should we not mock and laugh at other people? 


nake fun of them. Describe what you would do to avoid mockery or stop others from 
E e. Ma mockery. 
le have different opinions on sociopolitical issues. Every 1. How should we treat the people who are physically challenged? 


ind flaws, so no one is necessarily completely right or 
a right to an opinion, and we should respect the 
ay show our disagreement in a reasonable manner 


hing at them. If we give respect to others, they will 
‘se = 


E 
"Pride comes before the fall." One should never 
, because sudden misfortune can hit at any time. 


1 misfortune is in the hands of Allah 3t, and we 
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EARNING A LIVING 


‘ Honest Work 


gU. 


ct others to support him. Rasulullah 2: said: 

ver has anyone eaten a better thing than that 
which he eats from the work of his hand. 

— (transmitted by Bukhari) 


OUTRE 
EL. lacs Ve lub ko 
n, "trt Ur ms T 
y ore a A 24 umen on us 
ib. 


ealth that Allah has given you the home 

nor forget your share in this world: 

1s been kind to you and seek not corruption 
toves not those who spread corr 

Al-Qasas 28:77) 

+ 


uption. 


EE 


y Muslim should find work to support himself. He should not 


dly emphasizes the importance of ‘Amal as- Salih, or good 

me with righteous intentions is like an act of worship and 
Allah ss. A Muslim is taught to pray and work for the 
nthe worlds, ad-Dunya and al-Akhirah. The Qur'àn advises 

















Begging Is Not an Acceptable Way of Life 
Rasulullah £z is reported to have said: 


Whoever has food for a day and a night, it is forbidden for him to beg. 
(transmitted by Abu Da’wid ) 


pasilullah $z never allowed his people to beg as a way of life. He always 
showed them how to earn their own living. 


According to a Hadith transmitted Abu Da’wud, a beggar from Madinah 


came to Rasulullàh $z. Rasulullah £z asked him: "Have you nothing in your 
house?” 


He replied: "Yes, I have woolen carpet, with part of which we cover ourselves 
and spread the rest. And I have a cup with which we drink water." 


Rasilullah #: said: "Come to me with them both." 


The man came to him with them both, and Rasulullàh $z took them in his 
hand and said: "Who will buy these two?" 


One man replied: "I will take them for one silver coin." repeating his offer 
several times. 


Another man said: "I will take them for two silver coins." 


Rastlullah £z accepted this offer and took the two silver coins in exchange for 
the carpet and the cup. As he handed the two silver coins to the beggar, he 


advised: "Buy food for your family with one of these, and buy an axe with the 
her. Then, come to me with it." 


So, the beggar did as Rasülullàh #z instructed. When he returned, Rasulullah 


x fixed a handle to the axe and instructed the beggar: "Go, cut wood, and 
“llit and do not let me see you for fifteen days." 
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as told. When he came back to Rasülullàh #4, he had 
rohs He was able to buy some clothes and food with his 
T ülulläh 5; said: "This is better for you than if you were 
Day of Resurrection with black marks on your face." 


— The Lessons of the Hadith 

ted above teaches us many things. First of all, Rasulullah 
: of s of begging as a way of life for anyone who was capable of 
yv poking 


Ilih $ guided and helped the man to get started in his 
try to be helpful and offer constructive advice to 
dnot just dismiss him as lazy and let him continue 


med us that on the Day of Resurrection, the 
rs and marks on the face which would disgrace 


je Toward Poverty and Begging 
te poor. Even when he became the Head of 
le life. Sometimes, he and his family did 
ey had something, they shared it with the 
Yothers who were in need. 


‘Zak ‘ah as a welfare tax, so that the Islamic 
-Every Muslim should care for the welfare of 









He is not a Muslim who eats his fill while 
his neighbor goes hungry beside him. 
(transmitted by Baihaqi) 


Therefore, all Muslims, rich or poor, are urged to treat others with kindness 
and generosity. If everyone takes responsibility for his brothers and sisters, 
ihere will be no people deprived of food to eat. In fact, there will be no cause 
io beg and no excuse for those who make begging a way of life. 


WEHAVE LEARNED: 


* A Muslim should work hard for both this world and the Hereafter. 

* Hard, honest work is one of the special traits of a good Muslim. 

t If we find that we have run out of money, we should try our best to 
find other work and not beg or seek charity from others. 


EXERCISES 


|. Which complies with the teaching of Islam, to beg or to find work? 

2, Summarize the story ofthe man who came to beg from Rasulullah 2z 

) Think of two other ways to get to earn an honest living, in a village or 
a big town. 

4 Complete the following Hadith "He is not a Muslim who eats 

Y  Inlight of this lesson, is it right for children to beg? 

6. Describe the manner in which some children beg in a street and at 
Friday Mosques, and explain what you would do to discourage them 
and help them find a better way to earn money. 


l. Think of two bad things that could happen to someone who is begging. 
; On the Day of Resurrection, how will the beggars be recognized? 


Write a short essay explaining how do you plan to earn your living 
when you grow up. 


103 


the world (wealth) in an unlawful manner, for pride and show. 
shall meet Allah and He will be angry with him. 
(transmitted by Baihaqi) 
























_ MODERATION IN LIVING 


A Muslim and Wealth Wastefulness 








1 
iid be moderate in his attitude toward wealth and possessions. 
iey for his own livelihood and the livelihood of his family, but 
sessions should not become his main interest and goal in life. 
es someone with wealth it must be used properly and shared 
who are less fortunate. Allah sic: reminds us in the Qur’an: 

- 


A Muslim should not use his wealth on useless things in a wasteful manner. 
ifħe has more money than he can reasonably use on necessary things, he 
should give it to a useful cause rather than waste it. He should spend his 
wealth in a manner that will earn him a good reward from Allah Xt in the 
Hereafter. 


Rasulullah # said: 


$24 


p; EENT 


^ T I “7 proce : = 
e 5 DU] iO? g per AS 
heir E wealth there is a recognized 


right for the needy and the poor. 
Ow Ma‘arij 10:24-25) 


Truly Allah 3; hates three things in you: quarreling, 
wasting one's weal and frequent, useless questions. 
(Transmitted by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 


—ÓM m 
—— 


Generosity vs. Stinginess 


iii becomes the most important thing in their lives. 
poney than they care for truth, justice, kindness and 
- They forget that misfortune or death may separate 
Lany time and leave them with nothing. 


AMuslim should be generous and hospitable, ready to share whatever he has. 

However, he should not give away so freely that he finds himself in need. He 
wuld keep enough for himself to provide the reasonable needs of his family. 
Taking care of the family needs is a vital responsibility for a believer. He 


2 h * 
ther rich or poor, should be to faithfully serve nouldalso try to leave behind enough, so that they are not reduced to poverty. 


mands and to seek His pleasure by being good E " 
es this clear in this Hadith : Mihi says in the Qur'àn: 


alth) in a lawful manner in order to 
| for (the maintenance of) his people, 
hall meet Allah on the Day of 


ning like a moon; and he who seeks 
+f 












he faithful servants of Allah the Beneficent are) those who, 
— when they spend, are not extravagant and not stingy, 
but hold a just (balance) between those (extremes). 
(Al-Furqan 25:67) 


has sis i is on moderation. Going to extremes in any case is Neve, 
erse, Allah X says: 


y » 
ae AK HK 35 ~ Ser Sey UP 
E E FREAD 


A 9 TA 
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7 your hand tied to neck, nor stretch it forth to its 
h, so that you become blameworthy and destitute. 
(Al-Isra’ 17:29) 


hot ld avoid stinginess, he should also be cautious of 


nces at the expense of his own obligations. Allàh 3: loves 
care of one's family obligations come first. The main 








i.e 


| live a simple and modest life, following the 


sülullah Ra. 
gift from Allah 3& and therefore must not be wasted. 


| good habit to develop. 


of wealth? 
Muslim’ s life? 
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What is the danger of making wealth the primary aim of one's life? 
What should a Muslim do with any extra wealth beyond his needs? 
Why is it better for a Muslim to spend his wealth to earn a good reward 
from Allah 5 rather than waste wealth in this life? 

Describe three instances in which people tend to waste money. 
Describe what you would do in each instance to avoid wastefulness. 
Describe three different ways in which you can show generosity or 
hospitality to others, with or without spending money. 
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LESSON 30 


ihe most clearly prohibited acts in the Qur’an. All these prohibitions serve 


i y well- -being, and as Muslims, we are not only advised but bound to abstain 
EMEN | ||| ——— | fom them. The Qur’an describes them correctly the works of Shaitan: 


GAMBLING | AA 
| ERN 
. . 9 | +7 PN db Cul ud c: E tories os 
What is Gambling? $ PANEN sui d 65. feu I Hie Saas x 
Gambling means to wager money or anything else on the chance win of some Qs Shaw €" z^ 
sq Ail \ 
event. People usually gamble because they want to make a lot of money * ^e: S O94 as Pe v" M» 










quickly without any real effort. They may bet on a game of cards, By means of intoxicants and gambling, Satan seeks only to sow 
horse-racing, football games, the lottery, or on any other activity. People also enmity and hatred among you and turn you away from the 
gamble in casinos organized by big commercial companies. Sometimes, they remembrance to Allah and from the prayer. 

win, but most of the time, they lose. The real winners are the casino owners, Will you not from them desist? 

who take part of every win, and the government, who benefits by taking pat | (Al-Ma'idah 5:91) 

of the profit as taxes. Many people consider gambling a form of | 


jm 


entertainment, but as we will see in this lesson, gambling has dangerous 


is obvious that gambling is strictly forbidden in Islam. The Shaitan uses the 
consequences. 


| temptation of gambling to lure people away from worship and develop 
| animosity among believers. 


Allah 3: 's Prohibition of Gambling | 


What is the Harm of Gambling? 
Allih ss says in the Qur'an: 


Gambling can become an addictive habit. 


M When a person gambles, he 
p^ só KEC NA po? ate i we aj ^u te becomes so absorbed that he forgets all his obligations. The first time, he may 
oo ‘os Ara 23 ea te hk: E win, but eventually, he is bound to lose. Still, he keeps making wagers in the 

ore AA "4^ 7 Sr Pwy . : 
oR 4 o KÍ i be 1 £i J o hope that he may win back all that he has lost. Finally, he bets away 


everything he owns, resulting in debts and bankruptcy. Sometimes, a gambler 


Oyouwho believe! Intoxicants and games of chance (gambling) and may even steal in order to continue his habit. Not only does he lose all his 


; : money, he loses his family’s di ia his friends, and his own self-respect, and 
dlarous practices and foretelling the future are but a loathsome evil above all, he loses Allah’s xz protection and guidance. 
of Satan's doing; avoid it, then, so that you may be graced with good 
everlasting. zy iie Pach" . - - 
(Al-Ma'idah 5:90) | Allah iz forbids all forms of gambling. To avoid temptation, a Muslim should 


refrain from watching gambling. 
Along with intoxication, kufr (disbelief), and fortune-telling, gambling is on 
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Gambling has become a real problem, especially in western societies. May, 
people face financial and personal ruin, because their gambling is so oy of 
control. Some even become suicidal. Counselors and support groups, likę 
Gamblers Anonymous, try to help chronic gamblers and try to help they 
control their addiction. Islam has given us a code of life that prevents such 
addiction and keeps our body, mind and spirit healthy. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* Gambling is absolutely forbidden in Islam. 


* The Shaitan makes us think that gambling is a fun way to make fast 
money. 


* Gambling can ruin a person, spiritually, socially, and financially. 


EXERCISES 


What is gambling? Give some examples of gambling. 
Describe some evils of gambling? 
Who really profits from casino gambling? 


Describe the measures you would take to avoid the temptation of 
gambling. 
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LESSON 31 


NM 0 0001 


BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION 


What are Bribery and Corruption? 


Bribery and corruption refer to the giving and receiving of gifts in return for 


undue favors. This should not, however, be confused with giving gifts out of 
love and respect. 


Let's take the next few examples: 


Example No. 1: 
A builder wants to win a contract. Several others are applying for the same 
contract, so the contractor visits the members of the City Council and gives 


money to some influential members. As a result, they favor him, and he wins 
the contract. 


Example No. 2: 
A driver is caught by the police for drunken driving. The policeman takes his 


name and vehicle number to give him a ticket. The driver gives him some 
money (a bribe), and the policeman lets him go. 


Example No. 3: 

Anch businessman builds a factory on someone's land. The owner of the land 
takes him to court. The businessman bribes the judge, and the judge decides 
that the land belongs to the businessman. 


Inallthree examples, we see that someone gets an unfair advantage by bribing 
someone in authority. In all three cases, the party who gives the bribe and the 
party who takes the bribe are guilty of corruption. According to a Hadith 


transmitted by At-Tirmidhi, Rasulullah %z denounced the giver and the taker 
of bribes. 


l1 
5 TEI 








alfh ss has condemned such dishonest practices in the Qur’4 
| n: 


And do not eat up your property among yoursel Ves for vanities 
nor use itas bait for the judges, with the intent thar you may eat ^ 
wrongfully and knowingly a little of (other) people ’s property 
(Al-Baqarah 2:188) | 


What is the Harm of Bribery and Corruption? 


Comption and bribery begin when people are not satisfied with their salaries. 
They become greedy and want more money. They refuse to do even their 
designated duties, unless they are bribed. Rasulullah £z is reported to have 
said of such corrupt officials: 





Ihe whom we have appointed as a salaried official takes anything 
above his salary he is a wrong-doer. 
(transmitted by Abu Da'wud) 


There are many reasons why bribery and corruption are wrong. First of all, 
noone is treated fairly. The rights of the poor are often neglected or violated, 
because they have no money for bribes. Similarly, the rights of honest people 
are often withheld, because they refuse to give bribes. There is no respect for 
night and wrong, and no respect for the law - only respect for money. 


Second, the balance of the economy is disrupted. The rich get richer, and the 
poor get poorer, creating divisions of hatred and fear among the 
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socioeconomic classes. Therefore, the cost of everything goes up. People 
spend more and more money and get fewer benefits. The nation's economy 


weakens and eventually collapses. 


The Shame of Bribery and Corruption 


Bribery and corruption are a matter of great shame in this world and the 
Hereafter. Money or other things received as bribes are Haram (forbidden) 
and can never be a source of good. There is no barakah in wealth gained 
through corruption. AK/ halal (rightful earnings) are very important in Islam. 
A Halal earning comes from honest, hard work in a lawful occupation. We 
will discuss the value of work and the distinctions that define 77a/27 and 


Haram occupations. 


Often, people try to mask bribery by calling it a gift or a favor. According to 
their view, it is merely an act of appreciation for special treatment of help, and 
after all, no one gets hurt. They are wrong in thinking no one gets hurt: the 
people who don’t offer bribes are being cheated out of a fair chance for equal 
treatment. Such people only deceive themselves by making such false 
justifications for their wrongdoing, because Allah 35 knows what is really in 
their hearts. 


To the contrary, a Muslim knows that the word of Allah 5 and His 
Messenger 2z is true and must be followed. He knows that there is no 
Barakah in wealth earned unlawfully. Barakah is the power to provide for all 
our needs and desires in a way that is most beneficial to us. Only Allah 5 can 
give Barakah to our earnings, and when angered, He can take it away. If not 
by plentiful eamings, barakah comes in the form of good health, good family 
and friends, without whom any amount of wealth would be meaningless. 


A Muslim should uphold justice and the truth and refuse to give or receive 
bribes. A Muslim should not ruin his honor and good name for material gain. 
He should not incur the anger of Allah x; because of selfish greed and 
ingratitude to his Lord. 


— E 


WEAVE LEARNED: 


EN 
| É - —— * Bribery and corruption destroy our own peace of mind and lead 
Societies to their downfall. 
__ * Every corrupt person tries to justify his/her misguided deeds, bu, 
— — Musim must follow the Qur’an and the Sunnah and avoid all 
forbidden acts. 
ME -* A Muslim must be honorable in all situations and should not offer 
| | mraccept bribes. 










Give some examples of bribery and corruption. 
—1 Explain three harmful effects of bribery and corruption. 
3, What does the Qur'àn say about bribery and corruption? 
4 Rasilullah 2; says that a judge who accepts a bribe is guilty of “kufr.” 
= Explain the meaning of “kufr” and why the guilt of bribery merits this 
description. 

e» Why should a Muslim avoid bribery and corruption? (Give two 
reasons) 
f. What does Barakah mean? What does it mean to lose the Barakah. 
“a 
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LESSON 32 


— 1 1 —— 


STEALING 


Why do People Steal? 


People steal because they want or need something, without having to pay for 
i They forcefully take it from its rightful owner or sneak it away without the 
owner's knowledge. Some people are more aggressive; they break into 
people's homes, businesses and property and commit thefts. Some thieves 
resort to violence, often harming or killing the people they rob. 


slim grants every human being the right to his money, property and personal 
possessions. Personal property belongs to the owner because he earned it by 
working or he received it as a gift. If the owner consents, we may purchase 
his property at an agreed upon price. But no one has the right to steal to 
satisfy his own greed. 


The Needs of the Poor 


While Islam establishes strict rules for the defense of private property and 
prescribes severe punishments for those who violate them, it does require the 
community to develop a welfare system in which the basic needs of every 
individual are met, so that no one is left without proper care. While the 
Muslim owner has the right to his lawful property, he does have two duties 
lowards the poor. One duty is to pay the Zak 'ah (Welfare Tax) on his savings 
and property, for the care of the poor, the needy, debtors, stranded travelers, 
ad others in difficulties. The Zak 'ah is compulsory if a person's wealth or 
property has reached a certain fixed value known as Nisab. 


The second duty of a Muslim is to be aware of the needs of those around him, 
such as relatives, neighbors, co-workers and friends. Helping them meet their 
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neissanlanic obligation. This kind of giving is called Hadyah, oragi | The Effectiveness of Shar'ah in Preventing Stealing 















rhe severe punishment of the Shariah for stealing is enough to stop almost 


Sometimes, the needs of society cannot be met by the Zak'ah or Hadyal 


done. Thisiswhy Sadagah, or charity, is encouraged. Sadagah is volunta „yone from stealing. As a result, stealing is almost unknown in countries 

sit-giving or help to those in need. „here the SharTah is applied. People are safe from robbers. They even leave 
heir shops unlocked and unprotected when they go for prayers. Even property 

Therefore, both the State and the Muslims individually have a duty to help tl (ound in the street or left on buses is not stolen. The owner will almost always 

aedy. Many times people steal because of their needs. Later it may become | beable to find it, if he can remember where he left it. 

their habit. They may come to the idea that if the state or community is not 

taking care of their needs they are justified in stealing. Wrong thoughts lead So. the Sarah punishment for stealing protects the property of innocent 

towrong actions and wrong actions destroy good moral values of the society. ie eam an honest living, and people are safe from the fear of robbers 
and thieves. 


Stealing and its Punishment 


! WEHAVE LEARNED: 
“Mostcases of theft come from greed and not need. The thief wants something. 
 bithe does not want to work for it, so he steals. For such thieves. the law of * No one has the right to steal or forcefully take something that 
[sm (the Shar?ah) is specifically strict. Allah x says in the Qur an: belongs to another person. 
pode PC * The Muslim state, Muslim community and Muslim individual have 
T2. 2 ` 
| bile PARRA r a special responsibility to take care of the needs of every member of 


24727 v wu p PD Ua f society 
Mop ICSE d lL. J| * The Sharrah is the Islamic law which serves to safeguard the 


! interests of society. 
As to the thief, male or female, cut off his or her hand: a p 


retribution for their deed and exemplary punishment from Allah... 
(Al-Ma 'idah 5:38) 


EXERCISES 
_ Before handing down his judgment, a judge should examine the motive and 
circumstances surrounding the theft. If the person was hungry or desperately , Why does the owner have a right to his property? 
needy, the judge may show leniency and prescribe a lesser punishment. If he * How must the needs of the poor and needy be met by: 
Ses tne regret for the action, he may release the offender with a warning, (a) the Islamic State? 
The Judge may also instruct the Islamic State to train him for some useful (b) Muslim Community? 
Occupation or provide his needs until he is able to do so himself. (b) the individual Muslim? 
` 
á i What is the punishment under the SharTah (Islamic Law) for stealing’? 


How would a Muslim Qadi (judge) apply Shar/rah in case of stealing’? 


How do we know the Sharr'ah punishment for stealing is effective? 
116 
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í d the newspapers for one week, and write a report aboy 
ó. Read the newspapers tor wee li LE SSON HER oreet ene 


situation of crime in your society. | 
severe punishne, gm 
CHEATING 


1 Write an argumentative essay in favor or against 
Cheating is Similar to Stealin 


Cheating means to commit a fraud or take something deceitfully that belongs 
to someone else. In the last lesson, we learned about stealing and its 
punishment. Cheating is similar, but while stealing is an obvious deception, 
cheating is not as easy to catch. A person who cheats very often does not even 
think he is doing something wrong. There are so many ways of cheating and, 
unfortunately, some of them have become social norms. Let us take a look at 


some of the ways people cheat. 


Cheating on Tests 


A youth may cheat on tests by copying answers from other students or by 
hiding a book under the desk. If he is not caught, he may get high marks and 
snatch the top position in the class from another youth who had studied hard 
and deserved better. Like a thief, he hopes to get something for nothing. 





Cheating in Trade 


In regards to trade practices, Rasulullah £z said that when a vendor does not 
tell the truth about what he is selling, he is cheating the customer. Sometimes, 
atrader cheats by changing his weights and measures so that the customer gets 
less than he pays for. He may tell the buyer that it is in perfect condition, when 
il really has something wrong with it. Rasulullah's Zz warned merchants and 
businessmen: 


The merchants will be raised on the Day of Judgement as evil-doers 
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except those who fear Allah, are honest and speak the truth. 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and Darimi) 


Often, merchants charge the customer for a high quality product but deliver 
a lower and cheaper quality. On one specific occasion during Rasilullah's 
& lifetime, a man displayed some goods in the market. In an effort to 
wheedle more money out of his customer, he falsely told him that he had 


already been offered a higher price for the goods. On that occasion this verse 
was revealed: 
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Verily! Those who purchase a small gain at the cost of 
Allah's covenant and their oaths shall have no portion in the Hereafter. 
(Al-Imran 3:77) 


Cheating at the Workplace 


Another form of cheating is very common among office workers and others 
who are paid a monthly salary. When they arrive late, leave early, and go to 
another office and chat instead of doing their work, they cheat their 


employers. In case of government employees, their cheating affects the entire 
society. 


Yet, iftheir employers decided not to pay their salaries because of their failure 
lo complete their work, they would be angry. Some of them feel that their full 


salary isa right, whether they work properly or not. That is the wrong attitude 
and is very un-Islamic. 
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What the Qur'an Says About Cheatin 





ilh & enjoins upon us to be honest and just in all affairs. A believer must 
be fair to everyone. 
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And weigh with scales true and upright. 
And withhold not things justly due to men, 
nor do evil in the land, working mischief. 


And fear Him Who created you and the generations before (you). 


(Ash-Shu'ara 26: 182-4) 


The Qur'an condemns those who are dishonest and gives them strong warning 
of punishment: 


Oi A HESIOD a UA 
vegan Quar hos NAIC 3)» 


aca AOD be MOA 


Woe to those that deal in fraud - those who, when they have to 
receive by measure from people, exact full measure, but when 
they have to give by measure or weight to men, give less than due. 
Do they not think that they will be raised up on a Mighty Day, 
a Day when (all) P will stand before the Lord of the Worlds? 
Al-Mutaffifin 83:1-6) 


121 












T| 
E 


VE LEARNED: 
Cheating is like stealing, except that it is harder to detect. 
x, wants the Muslims to be honest and just. 


ple who cheat eventually get caught. if not in this life, then in the 


LI 
] 


low is cheating like stealing? 

Why is it wrong to cheat on tests? 

How do some people cheat in trade? 

How do some people cheat at the workplace? 

What are various other ways in which people cheat. 

Explain in your own words what the Qur’an says about cheating. 
Insome American colleges students are provided with take-home 
examinations. The college expects students not to cheat. Is this system 
yactical for your school? Why or why not? 


- 
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ALCOHOL, ILLICIT DRUGS AND SMOKING 


What is Alcohol? 


Alcoholic drinks and other artificial stimulants can cause a person to lose all 
ease of reality. Under the influence of such substances, one’s understanding 
fright and wrong becomes distorted. He loses control over his mind and 
body. 


There are all kinds of alcoholic drinks, such as beer, wine, whisky, gin, 
brandy, vodka and so on. In most societies, they are sold freely through 
special stores and served in bars. Unfortunately, most Muslim countries 
wongfullly permit the legal sale of alcohol. Students should lobby through 
leter-writing campaigns for the prohibition of alcohol and other illicit drugs. 


What are Illicit Drugs? 


Illicit drugs are substances - herbs, pills, capsules or powders - which can 
cause a person to behave in a strange manner. Just like alcohol, they cause a 
petson to lose touch with reality. Examples of illicit drugs are marijuana, 
heroine, cocaine, and certain tablets or capsules that can cause a person to be 
ether very alert or very sleepy, and see or hear things which are not really 
here. In most countries, these substances are illegal, but a few countries do 
alow them. In countries where they are illegal, the punishments are severe for 
drug dealers and users. 


What is the Harm of Alcohol and Dangerous Drugs? 


There are many dangers in alcohol and drugs. They poison the body, confuse 
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lhetrain and cause early death. Because they are addictive, the person taking 
them wants them more and more, until he finds that he cannot live withoy 
them. Some addicts would lie, steal, or even kill to satisfy their addiction. 


Most of the time, drugs and alcohol cause people to lose control over their 
behavior. They may even become violent and hurt others as well as 
themselves. Alcohol and drugs cause the break-up of families because of the 
unreasonable and often violent behavior of the person who is taking them. 


Addiction to alcohol is called alcoholism. Alcoholism is a disease which 
ofen results in liver damage or even death. It has became an increasingly 
prevalent problem in the West, where many hospitals. clinics, and services 


such as Alcoholics Anonymous have had some success in helping people 
control their addiction. 


Drunk driving is one of the perils of alcoholism. Drunk drivers not only 
endanger their own lives but also jeopardize the lives of the others. It is 
especially a problem on certain holidays. After drinking and partying, they 
drivecarelessly and cause often fatal accidents. Thousands of innocent lives 
arelost each year because of their actions. 


Misins are clearly forbidden from intoxication in the Qur’an. In fact, itis 
oneof the major evils condemned by Allah xz; in the Qur'an: 
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ye raised with good everlasting. By means of Khamr and gambling, 
Satan seeks only to sow enmity and hatred among you and turn you 
away from the remembrance of Allah and from prayer. 
Will you not then desist? 
(Al-Ma'idah 5:90-91) 


Unfortunately, despite Allah's injunctions against it, some misguided Muslims 
do drink and even use drugs. Consequently, they begin to forget Allah it: , 
orget their prayers, and forget the difference between right and wrong. Their 
lives become dangerously reckless. They mistreat their families and neglect 
their responsibilities. It works like a slow poison, infecting their entire being. 
For this reason, Allah in; curses anyone who makes, buys, sells, stores or 


aries Khamr. Rasülullah £z aptly describes the evils linked to it in the 
following hadith: 


Do not use Khamr. Its evil effects give rise to many evils in the 
same way as a tree trunk multiplies into many branches. 
(transmitted by Ibn Majah) 


According to another Hadith, Khamr is prohibited in even small amounts, 
further emphasizing the potency of its dangers. These prohibitions are truly 
asig of Allah’s si; Mercy, because they serve to protect us from our own 


natural human weaknesses. Without His warnings, we would not know the 
dangers of Khamr without having experienced them. 


Avoiding Khamr 


Sometimes, people try to convince us to do things we know are wrong. As 
teenagers, many students like to experiment with new things, trying to develop 





their own identity. However, we must remember to stay within the boundaries 
Islam has set for us. Sometimes, young people feel pressured to try alcohol 
or drugs in order to be accepted by their peers. It is important to remember 
that your commitment to Allah 3z, comes before everything else. If you 
remain true to Him, He will provide you friends who do not need alcohol to 


at Jouwho believe! Khamr (alcohol and intoxicating drugs) and 
Rambling and idolatrous practices and foretelling the future are but 
$e - 'Ahateful evil of Satan's doing; therefore, shun it, so that you may 
RY: 124 
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enjoy themselves. 


Sometimes, students take artificial stimulants to stay awake at night and study 

! forexaminations. These drugs, if prescribed by a doctor and used accordingly, 

| donot fall under the same prohibitive category as other intoxicants. However, 

| ifthey are abused and become addictive, causing the user to lose touch with 
reality, then they will be considered Haram. A Muslim student should know 

that the mind and body need rest. Fresh Wugu and Salah are better 

M — —altematives to keep awake and relaxed than artificial stimulants. Academic 
Success comes from organizing one's study habits and trusting that no matter 


what the result of the exam, Allah += knows best. 


Smoking 








"Smoking is bad for the health. It fills the lungs with tar. It can cause diseases 
— ef the lungs, such as emphysema and lung cancer. I: is unhealthy for the 
—— smoker as well as for those around him. 


Just like alcoholism, smoking is addictive. The person who smokes always 

— — waristo smoke more and finds it every difficult to stop. Smoking gives the 

"t body and breath a bad odor. It is a waste of money. as it has no benefit at all. 

It is now proven that both smoking and secondary smoke (being in the 

a presence of a person when he/she smokes) contribute to cancer and several 

“hung diseases. Jt is now mandatory that all cigarette packets and 
advertisements carry a warning against the hazards of smoking. 


_ According to some Fuqaha’, smoking is also forbidden in Islam. They argue 


heir case on the basis of the following verse of the Qur'an: 
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„and make not your own hands contribute to (your) destruction, 
but do good; for Allah loves those who do good. 
(Al-Bagarah 2:195) 


qhe argument is that a Muslim should not destroy his health with his own 
rands by taking a cigarette. 


wE HAVE LEARNED: 


* Our health is a gift from Allah sc , and we must not abuse it. 
* Alcohol, drugs and cigarettes are injurious to our bodies and souls. 
* Dealing in any way with these harmful substances 1s Haram. 


EXERCISES 


|. How does Khamr (intoxicants) affect a person's behavior, the body and 
brain? 

What is meant by “addictive”? 

How does KAamr affect the family of the person who is addicted? 

Why are Muslims not allowed to take even a small amount of Kdamr’? 
“Khamr is the beginning of many evils.” Explain what this means. 
Why should a Muslim avoid smoking? 
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LESSON 35 
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DANGERS OF FORTUNE-TELLING 


What are Fortune-tellers and Psychics? 


Fortune-tellers are people who claim to be able to see what will happen toa 
person in the future, or what has happened to him in the past. They claim to 
predict the future by various means: reading palms. marking lines in the sand 
orstudying the intestines of dead animals, looking at cards, or reading pattems 
intea leaves, etc. Many of them claim to have connections to the spirit world. 


Rasilullah # Prohibited Going to Fortune-tellers and Psychics 


According to a Hadith related by Muslim, one Sahabi of Rasulullah 2: 
pointed out, "Among us are some men who go to consult the fortune-tellers." 
Rasilullah # replied, "Then, do not go to them." 


According to another Hadith related by Muslim, Rasulullah 2 also warned 
against allowing fortune-tellers to affect our decisions. 


Islam teaches us that no one knows the future except Allah 3, and no one 
controls the future events except Him. Therefore, consulting fortune-tellers 
and psychics in the hope of finding out about one’s future is forbidden in 
Islam. By doing so, we are putting our trust in others than Allah ss. This 
consultation and reliance on their advice can be considered an act of Shirk 


(associating someone with the Power of Allah xc). Shirk is among the acts 
most hated by Allah xz. 


Therefore, one should avoid going to astrologers, psychics, or fortune-tellers. 
One should have faith only in Allah 3; and trust Him for the future. 
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gatis e Harm in Listening to Fortune-Tellers and Psychics? 


sone people seek a fortune-teller's advice about what to do and what not to 
instead of following their own logic and common sense and trusting in 
imh. The fortune-teller becomes like a god to them - he tells them when 
yey should travel, when they should move, when they should get married, and 
gon. They cannot decide anything for themselves and do not rely on Allah 


is 
» 


The fortune-teller can take advantage of people by making them believe he 
wspecial powers by creating deceptive illusions. He takes their money and 
wastes their time. Even worse, he diminishes their faith and self-confidence. 


Allah iz has given us eyes, ears, a tongue, as well as consciousness of right 
ad wrong, common sense, reason and wisdom. He has also given us the 
(u'in as guidance. These are the tools we should use to decide what to do 
ud when to do it. We should not depend entirely on another human being 
who may be right or wrong, even if he does claim to sce into the future. 


Only Allah xz knows the future. Sometimes, we find ourselves in difficult 
cumstances. Such times are a test from Allah àz. If we are faithful and turn 
t Him for help, He will guide us through to better times. If we become 
impatient and start looking for answers elsewhere, we will lose His guidance 
id never find our way out. We learn from the Qur'an: 


fa^. to quur oum Mure Oa 
CODE eco RSG 
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Besure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some 
loss in goods, lives, and the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to 
those who patiently persevere.... 


(Al-Baqarah 2:155) 


"^, we completely understand the verse from Sarah Maidah warning us 
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: v who believe! Khamr (alcohol and intoxicating drugs) 
nd and gambling and idolatrous practices and foretelling the future 
are but a hateful evil of Satan's doing; therefore, shun it, 

so that you may be raised with good everlasting. 

p (Al-Ma'idah 5: 90) 
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LEARNED: 


ii 
* Rasūlullāh 4: warned us to stay away from psychics and 

— fortune-tellers. 

* Only Allah 3; ultimately decides what happens in our future. 

- * What ever happens in our lives, good or bad, comes from the Will of 


EK 


LI 


ivesome examples of how fortune-tellers claim to predict the future. 
y at did Rasūlullāh £z D about going to a fortune-teller? 
tools from Allah 3z should a Muslim use as his guide in 
what to do and Mien to do it? 
three circumstances under which some people go to 
llers. 
y should a Muslim trust Allāh 3 all the time? 

does the putting of our faith in the fortune tellers do to us. 


igSSON 36 


E 1 1 — 


CHASTITY 


Modesty oí Dress and Behavior 


inLesson 13, we learned that a Muslim should be modest. Whether a boy or 
, itl, he/she should dress modestly and follow the Islamic dress code. 
Whether in mixed company or with company of the same sex, men and 
women must observe the rules of modesty. 


Relationships between men and women can be very complex. While simple 
fnendships may seem harmless, they can often lead to immoral behavior. For 
tis reason, Islam does not allow free mingling of the sexes or any intimate 
relationship between men and women outside marriage. 


nSirah An-Nir, the Qur'an has specifically addressed this issue with regard 
lhe behavior of men Fu women. For men. it advises: 
Es Rm V pta. A ae 


mend pl ais a VOR NOR sess, Ms 


sth VASA EG Si Avs 


Say to the believing men, that they should 
lower their gaze and guard their chastity. 
That will make great purity for them. 

(An-Nür 24:30) 


Then, it addresses women: 


ffe oed A Sa S Pe 
EER Ep ity Fe ONE O^ oaa 
EO Eu. SECHS; 
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DOG POS) l OLS et ys l; ,ejthese rules for our own well-being and protection. As true believers, 

A NM T off E T-i4 ZUR xs | cept and submit to this fact. If we think about it carefully, doing 
` £ A .21*? T = - ys aC p f 

Gens cuc S pet Jl. T in our best interest. 
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ie xoi GU CATS 04) Islàm Does not Approve Dating 
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Ba n... T iM 7 —- k E ge westem practice of dating is forbidden in Islam. Muslim boys are not 

Adeo yse dels , OR d itt. | : Ln |a f jdlogo out with girls before marriage, and Muslim girls are not allowed 
ye 5 n» i xi A 2 Jes) go out with boys before marriage. Aside from blood ties, the only 

py cC ax i uU E e E yiip between the opposite sex approved by Islam is marriage. Dating 


solapproved in Islam, because it leads to unlawful intimacy between men 


"T 24122 Z pa 
QoS cS g 4 | I ni women. 


. 
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And say to the believing women, that they should restrain kople 3 Te dating, you cannot get to know dd well 
. é 0 
their eyes, and guard their modesty, and that they should not nueh to marry them. SRI ee not me Roo nA. C AES 
ynfor whom he really is. When two people are dating, they put forth their 
display their beauty and ornaments, except what (must EM —— ; 
sp | wi behavior to impress the other person. Often, people hide their true 
ordinarily) appears of them. And that they draw their EM D. : 
] l pnonalities in their effort to keep the other person satisfied, so he/she won't 
veils over their bosoms and display not their beauty except 


wetem. However, when they get married, they may be disappointed by 
kral personality of their spouse, which only comes out after they have 
ued living together as husband and wife. 


to their husbands, or their fathers, or their sons, or their 
husband's sons, or their brothers, or their brother 's sons, 
or their sister's sons, or their women, or their slaves, or male 
domestics who are beyond sexual desire, or children who 
know nothing of women’s nakedness. And let them not strike 
their feet in walking so as to reveal their hidden ornaments. And 
repent you all to Allah, O you believers, that you may succeed. 
(An-Nur 24:31) 


Chastity Before Marriage 


Musim boy and girl should be chaste before marriage. The natural 
dion between the opposite sexes is one of Allah xz's tests of faith. By 
‘ding being alone together, boys and girls can prevent temptation. There 


In other places, the Qur'an has made exceptions for close relations such as sawell-known Hadith that say s: 


husbands, fathers, sons, their brothers and old servants etc. Note, the emphasis 
on lowering the gaze for both men and women. Often, Shaitan uses our own 
senses lo distract and mislead us, especially our eyes. Additionally, women 
are especially warned to guard themselves against the desires of men. Allah 
as created both men and women with certain weaknesses, of which only He EE C otrove of the free mixing of d 

has the best knowledge. On the basis of His perfect knowledge, He has Wo ae ^ E. by eee MEUM ics bes PA 


Whenever a man is alone with a woman, Shaitan is the third (present). 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi) 
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workplace or at school, where men and women have no choice but tow 


aS * 
together, they should be reserved, maintaining a physical distance with ex on les 19 SI HU 
other and lowering their gaze while limiting conversations to business y 
academic matters only. 


(Your wives) are your garments and you "- are their garments. 


(Al-Baqarah 2:187) 
Inthe West, where women are professed to be the most liberated in the worl, 


demeaning comments and physical advances by male colleagues a 
commonplace. Only recently have cases of sexual harassment started surfacing 
in so-called civilized societies, showing the extent of abuse of women inthe 
workplace and schools. This is why Islam places such importance on th 
protection of a woman’s chastity and honor. 


And as the garment comforts the body, protects it from the elements, 
beautifies it and hides its shame, so must a married couple do for each other. 
(slam requires that after marriage, a couple should be faithful to each other. 
Infact, one of the worst sins by Islamic standards is Zina, or adultery. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


Getting Married * To protect his/her honor, a Muslim should behave modestly and 
avoid friendships with the opposite sex. 

* Boys and girls should not be alone with each other. 

* Muslims are encouraged to get married as soon as possible. 


Islam requires both boys and girls to be chaste. pure and respectable. Whe 
a boy or girl reaches maturity, the next natural step is to seek a life companion 
and begin a family. Muslims are encouraged to get married as soon as the 
are mature enough and have the means to do so. 

! EXERCISES 
When a boy or girl wishes to get married. his/her family should help him/her 
find a suitable husband or wife, who will make him/her happy. They should 
look for a boy or a girl who is of good character and a practicing Muslim 
When two people decide they want to get married. they should make ther 
intentions public to avoid any misunderstandings. It is also advisable noto 
postpone the date of the marriage unnecessarily. 


Why should Muslims avoid friendships with the opposite sex? 
ls dating allowed in Islam? Discuss why or why not. 
If in mixed company, how should a boy behave? How should a girl 
behave? 
Why do you think Allah xz has put certain restrictions on the way 
women present themselves before men? Do men have as much 
responsibility to protect their chastity as women do? 
If Muslims don't date, how do they get married? What qualities do 
they look for in a prospective mate? 
What is the wisdom in making your intentions for marriage public? 


A Muslim girl should be treated with respect and honor. She is not to be 
treated as an object to be looked at. A Muslim girl takes pride in her chastity 
and honor, and a Muslim boy respects and admires a girl who is chaste and 
virtuous. Similarly, a Muslim girl admires a boy who is honorable and chaste 
and will be able to take on the responsibility of a family. 


The Qur'àn describes the marital relationship thus: 
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LESSON 37 snd religious development. For example, teachers, Jmams, school principals, 


nd mothers, as home educators, provide children the necessary tools for 


laming, so they may become responsible citizens in the future. 
THE ISLAMIC WORK ETHIC 


Occupations such as medicine, nursing, pharmacy and other health care fields 
re responsible for relieving the suffering of individuals and promoting the 
The Need for Work Ves : - i E 


general health and welfare of the community. 
At the end of his education, every student hopes to find a good job, so he can 


Occupations in law and the armed services, such as judges, the police, prison 
settle down and provide his family with the necessities of life: food, clothing sevice, and firemen serve to maintain order, protecting life and property to 
and shelter. He hopes that his education will help him decide what careerto make the community safe. 
choose and prepare him for success in his field of choice. 

Occupations such as collection of revenues and taxes and provision of 
People need to work. Whether they work at home, as mothers and services such as roads, electricity, water, education, health services are 
homemakers, or at a place of business, as professionals, people need the sens responsible for administration of the government. 
of accomplishment that they get from a hard day's work. Working helpsa 
person develop moral strength and responsibility. In this regard, Rasüluli There are too many types of work to list completely here, but we get an idea 
4i said: ofthe many occupations there are to choose from. From all these fields, a 
Muslim can choose a job which interests him and benefits other people as 
Nobody has ever eaten a better meal than that which well. 





one has earned by working with one 's own hands. 
(transmitted by Bukhari) 


Value of Work as Worship 


The Value of Work to the Community Work has another important value. When a job is done honestly with the 


intention to please Allah xz, it becomes a form of worship. 
In addition to individual development and providing livelihood, work has 


other values. Work is essential for active community development. Ah iz, says in the Qur'an: 


' E 77 fm G AAI S SAN eA C4 ADLA 

Many occupations are geared toward meeting the needs of the community O3 Ax! ud | Y ji SAK E 

For example, farming, cooking, building, carpentry, weaving, dress-making á 3 

provide food, shelter and clothing. Business trading brings products from one I have only created Jinns and men that they may serve Me. 
place to another into the hands of the people who need them. 


(Al- Dhariyat 51:56) 
Other occupations focus on creating a basis for the future through education 


(We work with the intention to serve Allah its, our work becomes a service 
136 
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to Allah à, which Allah xz will reward. Rasulullah £z is reported to have 
said: 


Whoever works to earn an honest living (Halal) acts on my Sunnah 
and does not harm people will be admitted to Jannah (paradise) 
(transmitted by Tirmidhi) 


Avoiding Unlawful Occupations 


Of course, a Muslim cannot expect any reward from Allah xz if he chooses 
an occupation which is Har am (unlawful). Any occupation that requires duties 
that are un-Islamic should be avoided, even if it offers good pay and excellent 
benefits. For example, if one sells beer and wine in his store, or becomes 
worker in a casino, or an owner of a bar, he can only expect punishment and 
not reward from Allah xz . In addition, any occupation which requires 
sacrificing one's modesty, such as modeling swimsuits, is forbidden. 


Avoiding Unlawful Working Habits 





If a person wants his work to be accepted as worship by Allah sic, he must 
work in a lawful and honest way. Cheating, stealing, bribery or omnia 
laziness or refusal to work properly ruin the spiritual benefit of work. 


Rasulullah 2: was noted as saying: 


On the Day of Judgment, Allah will not speak to him 
nor will he look at him, nor purify him for admission in 
Jannah (paradise), who takes false oaths to increase his wealth. 
(transmitted by Muslim) 


If we want to serve to Allah si; , we must offer good work, because Allah i= 


will not accept corrupt offerings. Even if our dishonesty goes undetected by 
our employers, Allah 5 will give us the due consequences of all our actions. 
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„jdition to working honestly, we should also maintain good Islamic 
ners at the workplace. Being polite and respectful with our co-workers 


en Ve, never using indecent language, and being prompt with our 
d are all part of a Muslim’s work ethic. 


WEHAVE LEARNED: 


tn E — 4 FE 
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* Students should plan for their careers in the future. 
* There are many honorable professions for a Muslim to choose from. 
* Areal Muslim should stay away from jobs that are Haram. 


EXERCISES 


What are the three main purposes and values of work? 

Name three types of work that are useful to the community. 

How can work become a service to Allah x ? 

Name two types of work which are Haram (unlawful) 

What sort of dishonest behavior must a Muslim avoid in his working 
habits? 

What did Rasulullah 2z say about honest work? 

Describe two common cases of dishonesty in present society. How 
could you avoid dishonest behavior in both cases? 
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LESSON 38 benefit the community. 
$. Organizing workers for any cause that will benefit the 
M community or an individual who is in need. 


6. Working on Da 'wah by providing information on Islam 
for non-Muslims. 


VOLUNTARY SERVICE TO ISLAM 
AND THE COMMUNITY 


These are Just a few examples of how you can contribute to Islam and your 
mmunity. When you are older, you may find other ways to help. 


The Need to Help Islam and the Community 
As we know, a Muslim has a duty to his parents, his family and to those in Supporting What is Right and Forbidding What is Wrong 


need. It is also beneficial for a Muslim to use his spare time to help the cause 





of Islam and the community. Another way of helping your community is by using your knowledge of right 
ind wrong, according to Islam: 
Cooperation 7 , 
. Saree 4 At Que uu mE eee iu a 

-— udis ccc cT uc 
A Muslim can serve Allah jt and the community through individual efforts. á a cus lil a ati 2 z = 
However, he is likely to be more useful if he combines his efforts with the “als AON NP aC TR EE tts Sac EA 

| | | awh og~e's) ERS 9g 
efforts of others who share his desire to help. By encouraging and supporting PUSAS I u 2 
each other, they can achieve their goals more efficiently in a timely manner. Youare the best of Peoples evolved for humankind, enjoining, what is 

right, forbidding what is wrong, and believing in Allah ..... 
(Al- "Imran 3:110) 
How Can Young People Contribute to this Cause? m. mE 
Every Muslim is expected to stand up for right and fight wrongdoing within 


If there is an Islamic organization in the area, young people can join it and telimts of his power. A Hadith explains this expectation as follows: 


form a youth wing. Through this organization, they can help with many useful 


; Ifyou see something evil you should correct it with your hand, 
Services such as: 


and if that is not possible, correct it with your tongue, 
and if that is not possible, you should hate it in your heart - 
and that is the weakest (form) of faith. 
(transmitted by Muslim) 


l. Organizing classes or lectures to improve their 
knowledge of Islam and the Arabic language of the 
Qur'an. 

2. Helping to build a Masjid or making improvements on 
the local Masjid. 

3 Helping with clean-up campaigns to keep the city clean. 

4. Helping to raise money for any useful cause that will 


X if you see some evil being done and you have the power to stop it, you 
| ‘ould do so. You should not ignore the evil. If however, you have no power 
stop the evil directly, you should speak against it, either by warning, the 
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evil-doer or by calling on others to help stop the evil. If, due to weakness op (SON 30 


oppression, you have no power even to speak against the evil, you should a Ses 


least hate it in your heart and have the wish to change it. That is the weakest 


degree of faith. In any case, you should never accept the evil with peace of CONCLUSION TO PARTI: THE PURPOSE OF 
mind. ISLAMIC TAHDHIB & AKHLAQ 
WE HAVE LEARNED: 


| dtd and Akhlag defines the Islamic way to serve Allah and be a useful 
‘amber of society. As Muslims, our first and foremost purpose in life is to 
|i Allah sz. We need to obey Him, because He is our Creator. He controls 
| past, present, and future. Only He can give us what we need in this life 
wibe Hereafter. Allah 3; loves us and has sent his guidance through His 
| angers. Through them, He sent His books, containing Divine instructions 
‘tow to lead a moral Islamic life leading to success in the Hereafter. 


* We should donate some of our time to good causes. 
* Working as a group helps to make our tasks easier. 
* A Muslim should always stand up for good and oppose evil. 


EXERCISES 
isnt His Final revelation, the Qur'an, as His book of guidance for all times 
I. How can a young Muslim join others to help serve Islam and his or her ime The Qur'an is the best guide to Islamic Tahdhib and AK4 4g, clear- 
community? Give two examples. | peclying the fundamental principles of Islamic belief and practice. A 
2. — Explain what you should do to correct evil-doing, in accordance with tiner knows that everything the Qur’an has deemed Ha/dal is permissible, 
the Hadith of Rasulullah $z. aitatever it has declared Haram is forbidden. The SAari aA gives us the 


vplete code of Islamic Law. 


Wi zsent His last messenger, Muhammad £z, as the ultimate model of 
mic Tahdhib and Akhlaq. Rasulullah Si showed us how to practice the 
things of the Quran. Umm al-Mu'minin, A'ishah S, said about the 
het h: 


His Akhlag (Morals) was the Qur ’an. 


‘ee, as true Muslims we must believe and practice both the teachings 
‘te Quin and the Sunnah of Rasülullah 2z. The Qur'an teaches us that 
ofthe Messenger $z is in fact the obedience to Allah 3: 
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Whoever obeys the Messenger, indeed obeys Allah 
(An-Nisa’ 4:80) 





We learned earlier that Allah i= gave us the capacity to reason right fron 
wrong. With the Qur'an as a source of guidance, and Rasulullah £ as heb 
example of how to live a pure and meaningful life, Muslims have all 
necessities to find their way to the ultimate goal: success in the Herel, 
eternal bliss. 


Setting a Good Example 


Allah ss wants Muslims not only to practice what they believe, but also spea 
these truths to others. A practicing Muslim is an excellent example to ohes 
- both Muslims and non-Muslims. By guiding other people to good condu, 
he gains additional reward from Allah ii. If a Muslim exhibits good behav, 
people will like and admire him and wish to follow his good example. 


An obedient Muslim focuses on pleasing Allah 3, so he does not show dfi 
impress others. Because he seeks only the reward which Allah sz cang 
him, he does not feel jealous or envious of others. He knows his every adi 
is being witnessed by His Creator, so he is careful to be honest, decent, a! 
kind to others. In seeking Allah's iz; pleasure, he develops qualities that wi 
him the respect and love of his fellow human beings. 


The Best Community 


A Muslim individual is part of the ‘Ummah, the community of Islam. Tk 
Muslim 'Ummah is the best community, because it was chosen to fulfil 
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n. Allah : also enjoins us to live up to His expectation: 
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Let there “E amongst you a N inviting 
lo all that is good enjoining what is right, and forbidding 
what is wrong: they are the one who are successful. 
(Al-’Imran 3: 104) 
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Therefore, it is the duty of every Muslim, individually and collectively, to 
complete the mission of Islam by striving to set the best example for humanity 
and inviting other people to the righteous path of Islam . 


Allah iz guides each of us to the right path. May Allah st; help us to be 
obedient to Him. May Allah xz help us to study and follow the Qur’an and 
the Sunnah of His last Prophet 22. May Allah xz help us to be excellent 
examples for humanity. 


The Best Examples Of Islamic Tahdhib and Akhlaq 


Islamic Tahdhib and Akhlaq is not just a set of theories or a code of 

conduct. Through the lives of the prophets, Sahabah, and other pious 

Muslims, we see the practicality of Tahdhib and Akhlaq. Yn the second part 
ofthe book, we will examine the lives and missions of the prophets of 

Allah 4, as described in the Qur’an . We will also discuss the Srah of our 
Prophet Muhammad, Rasulullah $z, as related in the Qur'an and the books 
of Ahadith and Sirah. All the prophets were the true models of Islamic 
Tahdhib and Akhlaq, but in the Prophet Muhammad 2, we have the most 
perfect example. 


The Sahabah cs of Rasulullah 2z came next to him as being the best 
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models of Islamic Tahdhib and Akhlag. Throughout T 

of Islam has also produced the most beautify] charact IStory. the +z, 
We should study the lives of all of them and follow ied of Islamic mah 
second part of this book, we have given brief biographts examples ES 
and other prominent Muslims as well. However, we ae Of som the 
further your study of these and other biographies ; “Ourage yon 


5 5 n In Oth 0 
cover this subject in greater detail. er books which 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


t Every good Muslim must obey Allah š= and His Rasülullah a 
* There are great rewards in this life and the next for those who 


obey Allah 's st commands. 
* A Muslim must try his best in everything he does. 


EXERCISES 


l. According to what we have learned, what is the main purpose ofthe 
Tahdhib? 
(a) for our general knowledge 
(b) for passing examinations 
(c) — forusto practice in daily life 
2. A Muslim who obeys Allah è will be rewarded. 
Will the reward be found: 
(a) in this world? 
(b in the Hereafter? i " 
3 (c) in both this world and the Hereafter: iness in this life: 
4 W can a person find true peace of mind and mae: 
E is the benefit of Setting a good example aa the best 
; Allāh i Says in the Qur'àn that the Muslims form 


i ‘hat iS 
. - * on. W 

vor nmunity for mankind because of a special miss! 
mission? 


this 
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sLAMIC TAHDHIB & AKHLAQ 


Part Il: The Practice 





INTRODUCTORY NOTES ON SIRAH FOR TEACHERS 


Teaching Sah serves two important purposes. First, by learning about the life 
and times of the prophets and famous Muslims, students gain insight into the 
struggles through which Islam was born and has survived. Second, students can 
leam important moral lessons from the examples of these historical heroes of 
Islam. 


Itis to be noted that the Qur'an does not give full details of the biographies of the 
prophets. Further elaboration is to be found in the Jewish and Christian scriptures. 
However, in view of the way in which the Bible was written and compiled, it 

cannot be completely relied upon as an accurate historical record. For this reason, 
the Qur’an gives corrections to the biblical accounts in certain cases. When 


reading the biblical versions of these stories, one must use the Qur’an and Sunnah 
as the defining criteria. 


149 











LESSON | 


eee 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MESSENGERS OF ALLÀH $ 
Who Were the Prophets and Messengers of Allah 3: ? 


The prophets, or Nabi, were special men chosen and guided by Allah to 
bring His Message to mankind. There were many prophets chosen at differen 
times among the nations of the world. Some were given Allah’s divin 
scriptures. These messengers are known as Ras. 


What was Allāh 's ti: Message to the Prophets and Messengers’ 


Allah 4x revealed the divine truths necessary to guide humanity to these 
chosen servants. The first of these truths is that God alone is the Creator ofthe 
heaven and the earth. The second truth is that after death, all men would be 
called to account for their deeds on earth. He gave them the good news that 
the true servants of Allah 3 would be rewarded with joy and beauty in the 
Hereafter. He also warned that the pain of Hell awaited those who refused 
Allah's guidance and did evil deeds. Finally, He gave them guidelines for 
good conduct and how to live a good life in obedience to Him. 


The duty of the Nabi or Rasül was to teach Allah's i; message to his people. 
Their job was not to force people to believe, because enlightenment would 


come only from Allah 3 to those who earned and deserved it. They could 
only guide people towards enlightenment. 


What Kind of People Were the Prophets and Messengers? 


Allah $ chose only good, truthful men as His prophets and messengers, 50 
that people would trust them and learn how to live righteously from their 
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le. The prophets and messengers of Allāh 3 were all very honest and 
jhi people. 


Who Were the Messengers of Allāh #5? 
qn ive ofthe messengers are named in the Qur'an, as follows: 


Adam, Nah, Ibrahim, Lit, Ismail, Ishàq, Yaqüb, Yusuf, Saleh, 
Shi ib, Hud, Yunus, Musa, Harun, Ayyub, Da'ud, Sulaiman, 
llyas, Al-Yasa, Dhul-Kifl, Idris, Zakariyya, Yahya, Isa, and 


Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah xt; be upon them 
all). 


What was the Religion Taught by the Messengers of Allah 5i ? 


The messengers of Allah xz all believed in Allah 3; and submitted their 
tears and minds to Him. One who submits to Allah su; is a Muslim. By this 
definition, all the messengers of Allah xz were Muslims. 


However, it was through Prophet Muhammad £z, the last prophet and 


messenger, that the religion of all the messengers and prophets was given its 
hlland final form and its name--Islam. 


Allthe messengers taught their people to submit to Allah sc; and some of them 
üd. But after the death of these messengers, some of their later followers 
modified the original teachings by adding their own ideas. Slowly, their 


beliefs began to shift away from submission to Allah xz. Eventually, these 
Wils gave rise to different religions. 


im which means “submission to Allah 3X5," is the only completely true 


gin, the religion of the prophets. The Qur'an, upon which Islam is based, 


“he only Holy Book that has never been altered and that has remained in its 
"ginal form, 
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EARNED: 
Rasulullah 45 said: " gAVE L 
; allah X; has guided mankind through messengers and prophets. 
« Messengers and prophets are the highest examples of goodness. 
»pastilullah Sz is the last and final Messenger and Prophet, none shall 
come after him, ever. 


Every child is born in the natural religion of Allàh š 
(Le.Islam); it is his parents that bring him up as 
a Christian, or a Jew, or a Magian (another religion). 
(transmitted by Bukhari) 





This means that Islàm is the natural religion for humanity. It is clear and easy 
to understand, and thereby, it meets the challenges of human logic and reason. 


Are There Any Prophets in the World Today? 





Allah x; sent the Prophet Muhammad £z as the last of the prophets. In the 
Qur’an, he is called the “Khatim an-Nabiyyin” (the Seal of the Prophets). 


Allah $ also says in the Qur'an: 


oer es me 


“ae ik 24 





et 


„This day have I perfected your religion for you, completed my 
favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion. 
(Al-Ma'idah 5: 3) 


Rasülulláh £z required his Sah@bah 5; (companions) to memorize the Qur'àn 
and write it down in his presence to prevent error or distortion. It has never 
been changed. 


The Qur'àn is the true and final message of Allah 2. Since it has never been 


changed or lost, there is no need for any new messenger to bring a revised 
message. Within it, we find the answer to all of life's questions. 
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LESSON 2 


Es — — — —  —, 


THE LIVES OF THE EARLIER PROPHETS 


Sources 


All of our knowledge about the earlier prophets comes from the Qur'an 
Prophet Muhammad 2: also gave further information about some of them in 
the Hadith. In most cases, the Qur'an does not usually tell the whole story of 


each prophet. It only tells the most important things, in such a way that we can 
leam many lessons from them. 


Here, we shall re-tell some of what the Qur'an says about the prophets. When 


students are older, they will, Jnsha’Allah, read the stories in the Qur'an 
themselves. 
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Prophet Adam is 














rave already learned about how Adam .% was created by Allah xz; and 


il happened when Shaitan refused to bow to him (see Book 1, 7aw/id and 
| 
fi Lesson 15). 


als then created a woman named Hawwa 2% to be Adam's companion. 
yi x placed both of them in a garden in Paradise, a pleasant place to live. 
je old them they were free to eat the fruits in the garden, but He warned 
im not to eat the fruit of one particular tree or they would become 
wong-doers. Prophet Adam ,& and Hawwa “xx, followed Allah's directions 


„i enjoyed every fruit of the garden, remembering not to go near that 
forbidden tree. 


But Shaitan whispered into their hearts that the fruit of that tree was very 


kicious. He lied to them, saying that the fruit would make them like angels, 
ail they would live forever. Prophet Adam t and Hawwa 35: forgot Allah's 
x waming and ate the fruit. As soon as they had eaten it, they felt ashamed 
ad knew that they had done something wrong. 


Thy were sorry for being weak and disobedient, and they both prayed to 
Alah ss: to forgive them. Allah sx; did forgive them both, but He ordered that 


ley live on the earth for some time. He also told them that they would be 
dwed to return to Paradise only if they and their children 
dyed His commandments and followed His messages. 


Aih made Adam 4 a prophet, so that he could show his family how to 
iby Allth =. Prophet Adam .4 taught his people, and after his death, Allah 


those other prophets, as He had promised, from among Prophet Adam's 
tildren and grandchildren. 
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Prophet Nuh ‘i 


Long after the time of Adam .%, there lived another prophet nameg Ni 
Allah 3t= sent him to lead his people who had become disobedient They 
not worship Allah 3 and were unkind and cruel. 


Prophet Nuh .i4 tried for a long time to teach them the truth about Allāh ue 


but they refused to listen. The wise prophet warned them that if they coms 
to disobey Allah +5, they would earn His punishment. This only made the 


disbelievers laugh at Nuh .z. 

After many years of struggle, Prophet Nüh . prayed to Allah ss uz for help in 
defeating these people who were spreading evil on the earth. Allah x5 heard 
his prayers and told Prophet Nüh .z$ to build a ship. The people were very 
surprised when they saw Prophet Nūh -& building a large ship, since their land 
was not near any sea or lake. They laughed at him even more and said he had 


become insane. 
When the ship was completed, it began to rain. Allah X told Prophet Nuh. 


to board the ship with all of the people who had faith in Allah 3Xz, one pair, a 
male and a female, of every animal, and some food. 


The rain kept falling. Dark clouds and storms covered the sky, and the rivers 
burst their banks. Water filled the valleys, and it seemed that water was 


coming out of the ground. 

Prophet Nah .3 called to one of his sons, who had not heeded Allah's © 
Message, to join him on the ship, so that he would not be left among the 
disbelievers. But his son rejected the warning, certain that he would escape the 
floods by going up a high hill where the water could not reach him. 


Prophet Nuh .& tried to warn him that the only way he could be protected was 
to accept the message of Allah xz. But Nuh’s son ignored his warning, anda 
great wave came and swept him away along with the other disbelievers 
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wiso, Prophet Nuh .& and the people and animals in the ship were saved 
pme flood. The water rose so high that the whole area, including the hills 
gi mountains, was under water. At last, the rain stopped, the water went 
yn and the ship came to rest on the land. Prophet Nuh .&: and those who 
jae with him, came out from the ship and thanked Allah zz for saving them. 
[ier Prophet Nuh’s guidance, the remaining people followed the right path 


file, as directed by Allāh xz 
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Prophet Hud £4 


The people of Ad are believed to have lived in Southeastern Arabia. They 
were a very powerful tribe. They built fine houses and towers on the til 
Since they were hard- paa they had plenty to eat from the land. Yet they 


did not worship Allah 3z or thank Him for the comfort and happiness of their 
lives. 


Allah xz chose Hud . as His prophet to the people of Ad. Prophet Hud i 


called on his people to worship Allah xx; alone and to thank Him, since all tha 


they were enjoying was from Him. He warned them that if they did not chang 
their ungrateful ways, Allah 5; would punish them. 

But the people said: "You are either mad or you are a liar. We do not believe 
that you were sent by Allah 3, and we will not abandon our gods. Nothing 
can happen to us. Let your Allah's punishment come. We don't believe you 


Hud 4 said: "I am not a liar. Indeed, I am sent to you as a prophet of Allah iz 
Is it not Allah xz who has given you wealth and your beautiful houses? Do 
you think your houses will last forever? If you do not repent, Allah iz wil 


destroy you and give wealth and power to other people." 


Still, the people of Ad did not leave their false gods. Prophet Hud 1 fel 
unhappy that he could not save them, but he and the others who believed him 


left the people of Ad to escape from the punishment that was about to befall 
them. 


soon, the people saw a cloud coming toward them. At first, they thought! 
was filled with rain. Instead, the cloud brought a terrible wind which 
destroyed them with all their gardens, lands and houses, and left Ad likea 


desert, with tracks of sand blowing across the place they had once been 
so proud of. 
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Prophet Saleh is 


nop Saleh 4 lived among the people of Thamud, who are believed to have 
ein Northern Arabia, near the border of Syria. They built palaces and 


jedin houses cut in the rocks and mountains with beautiful gardens full of 
ut trees and springs of cool water. 


poptet Saleh à appealed to his people to leave their false gods and worship 
ny Allah zz. He tried to make them understand that he was Allah's 5i 
opt, sent to guide them on the right path. He told them that if they turned 
i Allah iz, He would forgive them. 


‘me of the people believed him, but most of the rich and important people 
lughed at him. They said: "We look at you as a man like us. Show us a sign 
ifyou can, so we can see that you are telling the truth." The sign they asked 


fir was a she-camel to appear out the mountains, who would give birth to a 
baby camel upon her arrival. 


V Prophet Saleh à prayed to Allah xzz,and He sent the sign they asked for. 
Prophet Saleh ài warned his people: "This camel is a sign for you from Allah 
x Let her eat the grass of Allah's earth and drink from our springs. Do not 
lam her. If you do hurt her, a terrible punishment will fall on you." 


Bu the people of Thamud were very disobedient. They stopped the camel 
tom drinking the water and killed her. 


Thenthey said to Prophet Saleh ji: "Now bring Allah's punishment which you 
Wd us would come." 


They refused to believe the prophet and disobeyed Allah's command. Indeed, 
le due punishment followed. Saleh £5 left them, and after three days, a 


tmble earthquake destroyed them along with all their houses and gardens 
tid their power and wealth were gone forever. 
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Prophet Ibrahim £5 


Prophet Ibrahim .4: was born in Mesopotamia, a land now called Iraq. The 
people of that time had forgotten to worship One God. They worshipped the 


sun, the moon and the stars. In their places of worship there were idols made 
of clay and stone. 


As ayoung man, [brahim .& was always deep in thought. One night, he looked 
at a bright star and said: "That is my Lord!" But when the star disappeared 
soon after dawn, he knew that it was not God. Another time, he looked at the 
moon and said: "That is my Lord!" But when the moon also disappeared in the 
moming, he knew that it was not God. At last, he watched the sunrise and 
said: "This is the greatest of them--this is my Lord." But when the sun 
disappeared at the end of the day, he knew that God was neither the stars nor 


the moon nor the sun. He realized that God is unseen and is the Creator of all 
of them. 


Prophet Ibrahim à told his people: "My people, I am free of your guilt of 
worshipping other gods besides Allah xz. I firmly and truly turn my face to 


Him who created the heaven and the earth, and I shall never worship any god 
but Allah x." 


Allāh 4 chose Ibrahim .4 as His prophet, and guided him throughout his life. 
Prophet Ibrahim .4 began to preach to his people against worshipping many 
gods. This made the people angry, especially the priests who served the idols. 


To show people how useless their idols were, Prophet Ibrahim .à came up 
with a plan. One night, when all the people were away, he went to the temple 
(the house of the idols) and broke all of the idols, except the biggest one. He 
left that one alone for a reason. When the priests and people 

retumed, they were shocked and asked: "Who has done this to our gods?" 
They remembered that Prophet Ibrahim. had spoken against their idols, so 
they called him and asked him whether he had broken the idols. 
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| patim # replied: "Perhaps the biggest idol did it. Why don't you 
F as 

40 


| aganger: "You know our gods do not speak!" 
a 
i 


palin ù feplied:"Do you worship things that cannot help you or 
q 
f 


age felt foolish that their gods could not even save themselves or even 


apud attacked them, and in their anger, they tried to kill Ibrahim 1 by 
„ptim into a fire. 


4wsnot Allah's 4 Will that Ibrahim „č should be killed, so He cooled 
je protect Prophet Ibrahim .z& from harm. The king heard of what 
aululum 1 was preaching and sent for him. In front of all his 
satsibjects, he questioned Prophet Ibrahim „č: 

àilieinvisible god you are preaching about?" 


ut, Prophet Ibrahim ;& answered: "My God is the One who gives and 
smy life." 


"iianswered arrogantly: "I can do that," declaring that he could kill or 
alelives of his people as he wished. 


‘itbrhim 4 then asked the king: "My God is the One who causes the 


"bein the east. Can you make the sun rise in the west?" The king 
“ide no such assertion. 


| 

tlinfim à had a few followers who also believed in Allah # but 
"ilie people and the priests hated him and his message. Even Prophet 
"iier Azara, did not believe Ibrahim’s message and was angry with 
“ae of all the trouble he had caused. Prophet Ibrahim .55 tried his best 

"his father's mind, but failed, and his father told him to go away. 





| 
Me brim 4, his wife, Sarah 5iz, and some relatives and followers 


| 


| 
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left Mesopotamia and traveled far away across mountains and deserts to the 
land of Palestine. Once there, they were free to worship Allah 5; in the way 
Alfih taught Ibrahim „ià. Prophet Ibrahim's 2 only sadness was that he had 
no child who could take over his mission and his leadership when he died, so 
he used to pray to Allah $ for children. 


When Prophet Ibrahim à was an old man his second wife, Hajarah 2x, gave 
bith to a son, Isma'il „à. Prophet Ibrahim. was very happy. After some 
time, his first wife, Sarah Sz, also gave birth to a son, Ishaq .&:. Both of these 
sons became prophets when they grew up. Prophet Ibrahim .c became the 
forefather of the Arabs through his elder son, Isma’il £s, and the forefather of 
the Jews through his younger son, Ishaq .i. 


Sarah «x, Ishag à and Prophet Ibrahim's followers stayed in Palestine, but 
Ibrahim à led Hajarah * and the baby Ismail .& to the Valley of Makkah, 
and settled them there to make their new home. It was a place of stony hills 
with no water. The baby Isma'il i began to cry for water, so his mother put 
him on the ground and went to look for water. She climbed the little hill of 
Safa and ran to another hill, called Marwah, to search for water but none was 
to be found. She ran back and forth in desperation, praying to Allah 5z for 
help. When she retumed to her child, she found a spring of water flowing out 
from the ground at Isma’il's feet. 


The spring water is called Zam Zam, and its water continues to flow. It can be 
Obtained from taps near the Ka'bah 


After some years, Prophet Ibrahim . had a dream which made him very sad. 
Hesawin his dream that Allah xz commanded him to sacrifice his son Isma"il 
ui! When a prophet had a dream of this kind, he knew he had to obey, 
because it was guidance from Allāh iz. He was very sad, because he had 
Waited so long for a son and he loved Isma’il 44 very much. But he knew that 
loobey Allah's command is more important than all that we love in this world. 


Prophet Ibrahim A told Isma'il 4 about his dream. Isma’il ‚$ told his father 
lat he was ready to die according to Allah's command. 
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brahim A took Isma’il 2 outside the town and prepared to sacrifice 


woo, But as he raised the knife, Allah iz commanded him to stop: 
rhim, you have already fulfilled the vision." 


ili iz accepted Prophet Ibrahim's perfect obedience and ordered him to 
artifice a ram in place of his son. 


X, Prophet Ibrahim à slaughtered the ram as the sign of his complete 
tbedience to Allah x. To this day, Muslims all over the world slaughter a 
im or other animal on the ‘Id-al-Adha (feast of sacrifice). The sacrifice of a 
amis asign of our own obedience and submission to Allah àz and a reminder 
ofthe example of Prophet Ibrahim 25. 


Alah xz then commanded Prophet Ibrahim .z& and Isma7il ‘h to build the 
Kabah as a house of worship for the One God. They did so, and Allah i 
blessed the Ka'bah and the town of Makkah. From that time onwards, people 
have traveled from far and near to worship Allah xz at the Ka'bah. 


However, after the time of Prophet Ibrahim $ and Isma'1l -in, some people 

brought idols to the Ka'bah and made it a house of idol-worship. Several 

thousand years later, it was Prophet Muhammad 2, (an Arab descended from 
Prophets Ibrahim à and Isma’il $), who at last cleared away all the idols 
from the Ka'bah and brought the people back to the worship of One God. 


When a Muslim goes to Makkah for Hajj or 'Umrah, he will find that many 
of the things he will do and see remind him of the great events in the life of 
Prophet Ibrahim is, Hajarah 2x: and Isma"il i. 


Prophet Ibrahim's story teaches us many lessons about courage, patience and 
obedience to Allah 3z. Allah xz; made Ibrahim Ji a great prophet, the father 


of great nations and the Imam (leader) of all nations. Millions of people, Arabs 
and Jews, worship the One God. 


In the Qur’an, Prophet Ibrahim 4 is called, "al-Khalil," which means “th 
Friend (of Allāh 3)” This shows what an excellent man he was. and hov 


— dil 
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dear he is to Allah 5. 


Prophet Ibrahim 1 was also loved and respected by the Rasulullah #2 many 
centuries later. When someone addressed Prophet Muhammad £z, 


the best of creatures." he modestly refused this title, saying: 
(Prophet) Ibrahim 4." 


Peace be upon Prophet Ibrahim < and on all the other prophets. 
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Prophet Lut 5 


nphet Lit 44 was a nephew of Prophet Ibrahim i. He left Mesopotamia 
ihhis uncle. When he reached Palestine he went to live in a town lying to 
teeast. The people of this town were idol-worshippers, and they had many 
alcustoms. Prophet Lut . £4 begged them to believe in Allah 25; and to leave 
her bad ways; but most of the people refused to listen to him and made his 


ife very miserable. 


Ar many years of turmoil, Allah xz sent three angels in the shape of men 
(Prophet Lit & to tell him that Allah xz was going to destroy the town. 
They told Prophet Lit 5$ and his people to leave the town that night. The 
pople of the town wanted to harm the angels and Prophet Lut č, but Prophet 
Lit 5 shut his doors against the crowd and waited until the night. 


Inthe quiet of the night, Prophet Lut 25, his family and those who secretly 

believed in Allāh 3 left the town. Unfortunately, Prophet Lut’s wife stayed 
behind. She refused to believe in Allah's message. At sunrise, when Prophet 
Lit à and the others were safely away from the town, they heard a terrible 
noise as the city was destroyed by a great earthquake and falling stones. 


The remains of that city may still be seen, covered by the desert sand. It serves 
as a reminder and a sign to those who do not take the words of Allah's 


prophets seriously. 


165 








Prophet Shu‘aib .ti 


Prophet Sab was chosen as a prophet for the people of Madyan. They 
are believed to have inhabited Northwest Arabia, between the Sinai peninsula 
and the Dead Sea. 


He called on them to worship only Allah ss; and to behave fairly in their 
trading, since they used to cheat people in many different ways. He also 
wamed them about their bad behavior toward those who believed and tried to 


do god. 


Butthe people were proud and refused to accept his advice. They told Prophet 
Shu aib 2 and those who followed him that they would drive them out of the 
city ifthey refused to worship the false gods. 


Prophet Shu’aib «a and his followers prayed for Allah's help, and their prayer 
was answered. They were saved from the punishment that came. but the 


people of Madyan were destroyed by an earthquake, and their houses and 
gardens became a desert. 
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Prophet Yusuf i 


"IL 4 (the second son of Prophet Ibrahim 4) had a son named 
ji, who Was also a prophet. Prophet Yàqub “4 had twelve sons. One 


jm was named Yusuf ià and he was a very good and a handsome boy 
gfaher loved him very much. 


fif à had eleven brothers - ten older than him and one younger. The older 
whers were jealous because of their father's special love for Yusuf ta. 


Wtof jealousy, the brothers planned to get rid of Yusuf á. They led him to 
ile far away from their home and pushed him down a dry well. Then they 
msome sheep's blood on Yusuf’s clothes and took it to their father saying: 


We let Yusuf alone for a while, and a wolf ate him! Look, we found his 
tlothes drenched with blood!" 


The brothers pretended to be upset, but Prophet Yaqub Jis did not believe 
hem, and he continued to believe that Yusuf 44 was alive. He prayed to Allah 
ito retum Yusuf $ to him. He cried so much that he started losing his 
eyesight and became almost blind. He never again trusted his sons. 


Meanwhile in the well, Prophet Yusuf a also prayed to Allah xu to save him. 
Allih & assured him that he would live to reveal his brothers’ deception at a 
time when they would not recognize him. After a while, some travellers 
found Yusuf 4s. They took him with them to Egypt and sold him as a slave. 


He was bought by a nobleman, and he worked faithfully in his master's house. 
However, he had a problem: his master's wife fell in love with his handsome 
looks and good manners. She wanted him to love her in the same way, but 
Prophet Yusuf i5 refused. One day, while her husband was out, she told 
Prophet Yusuf of her love for him. Prophet Yusuf ŭi tried to get away 


from her, but she grabbed onto his shirt and tore it as he tried to escape. At 
that moment, the master returned and saw them. Th 


" e wife lied, saying it was 
Prophet Yusuf 4 who had attacked her. Being an ying 


honest man, her husband 
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He spent some years in prison, but he always had faith that Allah +t would 
help him out of his troubles. The other prisoners liked and trusted him. Asa 
prophet he could understand the meaning of dreams, and thereby, he was able 
lo explain the prisoners’ dreams to them. 


The pharaoh had been having a particular dream, over and over again, and he 
wanted someone to explain it to him. One of the pharaoh's servants, who had 
earlier been in prison with Prophet Yusuf .4, remembered that he could 
interpret dreams. The servant recommended Prophet Yusuf .& to the pharaoh. 


The pharaoh sent the servant to ask Prophet Yusuf . about the dream, and 
| Yüsuf i explained: "Pharaoh s dream means that there will be good harvest 
| forsevenyears. For the next seven years, there will be bad harvests, and the 
people will go hungry. Therefore, he should save grain during the good years 


for use in the bad years." 


Em 


realized that the incident was his wife's fault and believed Yusuf ú. 


The women of the town laughed at the nobleman's wife's behavior. After all, 
falling in love with a slave was unthinkable. So, the wife invited these 
women to a dinner party at her house to show them Prophet Yusuf .4. When 
they Saw his great beauty, they were so surprised that their knives slipped from 
the fruit they were cutting, and they cut their hands. They declared that he was 
nota man, but a noble angel. The wife was pleased and said: "This, then, is 
the one about whom you have been blaming me." She threatened Prophet 
Yusu that he would be imprisoned if he did not obey her. The women did 
not blame her again, since some of them had also fallen in love with Prophet 


Prophet Yusuf 1s said that he would rather go to prison than be led astray by 
the women. He took no interest in them and continued his modest and good 
behavior. The women became angry, and their husbands became annoyed 
because they could not tolerate their wives’ obsession with a slave. Asa 
result, Prophet Yusuf à was unjustly sent to prison on false charges, even 
though everyone knew he was innocent. 
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psent for Prophet Yusuf i and talked to him. He liked his manner and 
"ble appearance. Prophet Yusuf ú told him that he had been put in 
É for something that was not his fault. Pharaoh sent for the women, and 
T told the truth, clearing Prophet Yusuf 2 of any wrongdoing. 


maoh liked and admired Prophet Yusuf's personality so much that he made 
inthe controller of the food stores for the entire country. What a sudden 
iunge in Prophet Yusuf's fortune--from prisoner to top official! 


The seven good harvests came just as Prophet Yusuf . had foretold. The 
wen bad harvests followed, but the people began to use the grain that had 
been stored. 


The same famine and hunger was felt in Palestine, the land where Prophet 
Yusuf's father and brothers were still living. Ten of the brothers traveled to 
Egypt to buy grain from the stores which were under Yusuf's control. They 
did not recognize Prophet Yusuf i$, who was now a grown man dressed in 
fine Egyptian clothes. Prophet Yusuf 55 knew them, but he did not tell them 
who he was. He only told them to bring their younger brother, Benjamin, the 
next time they came or he would give them no more grain. 


The brothers told their father about this, and Yaqub ú was afraid to let his 

other son go with them. But when they opened the sacks of grain, they found 

that Prophet Yusuf à had put their own merchandise, which they had offered 
Yüsuf 4 as payment for the grain, inside the sacks. They were all grateful for 
his kindness. 


Yàqüb à allowed the brothers to go back to Egypt with Benjamin. Prophet 
Yusuf Š secretly told Benjamin who he was, and his younger brother was 


very happy. 


Before the brothers” departure, Prophet Yusuf á hid the Pharaoh's drinking 
cup in a sack of grain on his youngest brother's camel. 


When the guards searched the travelers th 
' e cup was found in Benjamin? 
enjamin's 
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sack, Benjamin was detained, while the others went home with the grain. 


When Yaqib heard what had happened, he felt sad, but he still hoped and 
prayed that he might see his two beloved sons again. 


The brothers again journeyed to Egypt. very poor and desperate for grain. 
This time, Prophet Yusuf à revealed to them who he was. The brothers felt 
very ashamed. They had wanted to kill him, but in return, Yusuf ,cs had treated 
them well. They begged Prophet Yusuf i to forgive them, so Prophet Yusuf 
asked Allah xe to forgive them all. Prophet Yusuf à gave them his shirt 
lo take to his father. 


As the brothers drew near their father's place, Prophet Yaqub .z5 felt joyful and 
said he could even smell the sweet scent of his dear son, Yusuf £5. The 
brothers told their father the news. In his joy, he placed Prophet Yusuf's shirt 
on bis face, and miraculously, he was able to see again. 


Prophet Yagib «å and the whole family went to Prophet Yusuf $ in Egypt, 
where they were very happy. Prophet Yaqub i and Prophet Yusuf í had 
always behaved with patience and trusted Allah tts. So indeed. Allah it 
rewarded their patience. 


The family settled in Egypt and Prophet Yusuf .4 preached the religion of 
Allah x; to the Egyptians for the rest of his life. With others, they formed a 
community of believers in Egypt which remained there in peace until the time 
of Prophet Musa à, whose story follows. 

The great lessons from the life of Prophet Yusuf å are: (a) Never give up 
hope for Allah's help and mercy, even in the worst situation; (b) Obey Allah 
faithfully whatever other people may do to try to change your mind; 

(c) fsomeone hurts you, do not take revenge on him, even when you have the 
power todo so. Treat him well, and he may eventually see his fault, and feel 


sorry. 
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Prophet Musa i5 


ye amed about how Prophet Yusuf i5 and his eleven brothers settled in 
gpl. These brothers had many children, and their children had children, 
sate some time, their numbers were enormous. They all believed in the 
ine God, as they had been taught by their Prophets Ibrahim .i5, Ishaq t, 
fib à and Yusuf 4. These people became known as the Israelites. 


Ihe Egyptians were still worshipping many gods and goddesses. They hated 
lelsraelites because the Israelites were regarded as foreigners in Egypt, and 
yet, they had increased in number and become powerful in Egypt. 


Thepharaoh of that time decided to stop the Israelites from holding high posts 
I Egypt. They were made to do hard labor, and were treated like slaves. But 
sill their numbers grew and the pharaoh feared that they might rebel against 
him. 


So the pharaoh gave an order that all Israelite baby boys should be killed. 
Many little boys were killed. Life became full of hardship, loss and sadness 
for the Israelites. 


twas during this time that Prophet Musa i was born. His mother feared that 
he would be killed too. But Allah àz inspired her to put the baby in a box and 
float the box down the River Nile. The box was found on the riverbank by the 
pharaoh's wife. Müsa's “4 elder sister watched her. The pharaoh's wife took 
the baby from the box. She fell in love with the beautiful baby and decided to 


keep him. 


The pharoah’s wife looked for a wet-nurse to give milk to the baby. Musa's 
* sister saw her chance and told her she could bring a wet-nurse. So she ran 
and beckoned Musa's / mother! Müsa's 4 mother was very happy. She 
thanked Allah sic; that she was able to nurse her own lovely son. 


Prophet uy = W up in the pharaoh's palace where he received a good 
education anc tne best of everything. But he knew he was an Israelite by birth 
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and that he must worship One God. He felt sorry for his people who were 
unhappy in Egypt. 


One day, Prophet Mūsa à saw an Israelite fighting with an Egyptian. The 
Israelite called for his help, and Prophet Musa à hit the Egyptian. He did not 
mean to kill him, but the man died. Prophet Müsa .& found himself in grave 
trouble. 


Prophet Misa left Egypt and took refuge in the land of Midian. One day, 
oul of Kindness, he helped two young women water their flocks of sheep. 
Because of his kindness, the women’s old father invited Prophet Musa .i+ to 
slay with him. Later, he gave Prophet Mūsa ú one of his daughters in 
marriage. 


Some years after this, Prophet Musa 4 was traveling with his family, when 
hesawa fire in a valley. He left his family and went to look at the fire. When 
hecame near it he heard a voice: "I am Allah ss, your Lord. I have chosen you 
asa prophet for your people. Go to the pharaoh with your brother, Harun $. 
Speak to the pharaoh gently. Maybe, he will take your advice and fear God. 
Ask the pharaoh to let the Israelites leave Egypt in peace." 


Allah x; gave Prophet Misa i4 two signs to prove to the pharaoh that he was 
sent by Him. He told Prophet Musa 4 to throw his staff on the ground; it 
became a living snake. He told him to pick it up, and it turned back into a 
staff Allah xc then told Prophet Musa à to put his hand on his chest, under 
hisrobe, and when he took it out, it was white and shining. 


Prophet Misa «à and Hárün à were afraid of what the pharaoh would do 
when they preached to him, but Allah s told them not to fear, as He would 
be with them. 


They told the pharaoh that they were sent by Allah iz to preach to him. The 
Pharaoh ined totrap them in argument, so that they would abuse the Egyptian 
godsand their worshippers. This would cause people to hate them and call for 
beir death, But they avoided Pharaoh's trap and spoke only of Allah 5, who 
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and all of its plants and animals, and allowed humans to enjoy 


o. They told the pharaoh that Allah sc; would bring them to life 


M" and reward or punish them for their actions on earth. 


jl 
Misa 4i showed the pharaoh the signs Allah tt; had given him. But 
alie Pharaoh saw the staff turn into a snake, and the light of Prophet 
igshand, he accused Prophet Musa 55 of being a magician. He told him 
pmagicians of Egypt could do the same or better, and he sent for them to 


mand compete with Prophet Musa ‚i in magic. 


nthe day of a great festival, the magicians arrived and in front of the 
taraoh and many other people they threw their staffs. Using their tricks, they 
mie the sticks appear to move like snakes. Prophet Musa ‘ threw his staff, 
ad when it became a snake, it swallowed up all the magic snakes of the 
mgcians. The magicians knew at once that this was not a trick like their 
wn. They said: "We believe in the God of Mūsa x and Harun.” 


ThePharach was very angry. They had failed to do what he wanted, and now, 
they dared to agree with his enemy, Prophet Musa 44. He ordered his men to 
cutoff the magicians’ hands and feet to punish them, and to nail their bodies 
lopalm trees until their death. The magicians replied that their faith in the 
God of all the worlds was complete. Let Pharaoh punish them in this world; 
his power could not reach beyond death. 


Then Allah 3, sent punishments, one after the other, on the Pharaoh and his 

people. The Pharaoh would beg Prophet Mūsa “4 to pray to his God to take 
away the punishment, and he would promise to let the Israelites go out of 
Egypt. But whenever the punishment ceased, he would change his mind, and 
break his promises. 


When the Pharaoh again promised to let them go, Allah xt; told Prophet Musa 
4 to prepare his people to leave at night. 


In the morning, when the Pharaoh heard that Prophet Mūsa’s followers had 
gone, he led his army after them. The Israelites reached the sea and saw the 
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was his firm faith in Allah i; which gave him courage and endurance 







Egyptian amy coming. They were afraid, but Allah is; guided Prophet M usa al Pumans. 
to strike the sea with his staff. When he did, the water receded, leaving a j 
dy path on which the Israelites crossed. The pharaoh and his army followed Boa patient mdi m 
BE. e oe unie phem in sprit of their continuos disobedience. He showed firmness in 
Riad ad rete to accept Allah’s guidance. ing with their disbelieves and kindness in correcting their weaknesses. He 
gsdsenchanted with them but never abandoned them. 


Prophet Misa «a and his people now entered the land of Sinai, whose people 
were idol-wworshippers, like the Egyptians. Some of the Israelites admired 
these idols, which they could see and touch. 


Allah; called Prophet Mūsa å to spend forty days on a mountain, where 
Allah iz revealed to him His commandments and laws for his people. They 
must worship only Him, the One True God. They must not kill a fellow man. 
They must not steal or do bad things to others. 


While Prophet Misa à was away on the mountain, some of the Israelites did 
avery bad thing. They made a calf out of gold and worshipped it. When 
Prophet Misa a came down from the mountain, he was very angry and 
destroyed the golden calf. He warned his people against the evil of forgetting 
the One God who helped them out of slavery in Egypt and saved them from 
the Pharaoh's amy. The people felt ashamed. Prophet Mūsa . then taught | 
them the commandments that Allah <= had revealed to him on the mountain, 
and they promised never to be unfaithful again. This revelation to Prophet 
Musa ii is called the Tawrat. 


However, the Israelites gave Prophet Musa i4 trouble right up to his death. 
Hewanted to move on to Palestine, but the Israelites were afraid of the pagan 
ines who then lived in Palestine. The Israelites rebelled and refused to go 
on, Therefore, they had to stay in the desert area of Sinai for forty years before 
they entered Palestine. By that time, Prophet Musa à had died. 


Prophet Misa was a great prophet. He was an ordinary man whom Allah 


as Caled to do extraordinary things. His whole life was a struggle, from the 
time he was bom until his death. He had many great qualities. His greatest 
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Prophet Yunus 11 


Thestory of Prophet Yünus .& describes what happened to a prophet who lost 
patience. Yiinus a was sent to the people of a big town, believed to be 
Ninevah, the capital of Assyria. 


Prophet Yiinus u preached to them to believe in Allah si; and to do good, but 
they refused to listen. Prophet Yunus. became angry and left the town. He 
traveled in a ship across the sea "like a runaway slave." There was a great 
storm, and as a result of an incident, he was thrown out of the ship by his 
fellow passengers. He fell in the sea and was swallowed whole by a great fish. 
Prophet Yunus à knew that the terrible storm and the fish were Allah's 
punishment for abandoning his mission. He was regretful and prayed to Allah 
x for forgiveness. Allah à; did forgive him and caused the fish to throw him 
out onto the seashore. 


When Prophet Yunus 4 had recovered, he went back to his people and 
preached to them again. This time, his people believed him and a hundred 
thousand or more accepted his teachings. 


The lesson from the story of Prophet Yunus 41 teaches us never to run away 
from our duties or give up hope and become angry, if we don't succeed in our 
mission, Only Allah js; knows when success will come, and it may be nearer 
than we think. 
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Prophet Dawud i 


nelsaclites settled in Palestine at last, and after some years, they had a king 
ped Talat. The Israelites fought many battles with the pagan tribes in 
Wisin under Talut. One of these tribes sent a great army to attack Talut’s 


mllamy of Israelites. Some of the army’s men stayed behind, because they 
iidnot want to fight such a big army. 


Theenemy army had a great fighter named Jaloot who was a very big man. 
Hecame out with his sword and armor and called on any of the Israelite 
sldiers to come out and fight him. When he saw that nobody would fight 
him, he laughed at the Israelites. 


Among the Israelites was a youth named Dawud ú. He was a shepherd boy 
who looked after a flock of sheep and was considered too small to join the 
amy. But he was very clever at using a sling to shoot stones. To everyone s 


surprise, it was young Dawud ñ who stepped out and said he would fight 
Jaloot. 


Taloot came forward to kill Dawud zs with his sword, but Dawud h used his 
sling and hit Jaloot on the head with a stone. He fell to the ground and before 
he could recover, Dawud 4 took Jaloot's sword and killed him. 


The sudden death of Jaloot encouraged the Israelite army to run into battle. 
The enemy was conquered. King Talut loved Prophet Dawud A Very much 
for his bravery, wisdom and his beautiful singing. He gave Prophet Dawud ii 
his daughter in marriage, and when Talut died, Prophet Dawud in became 
king. 


Prophet Dawid 4 was not only a king but also a prophet. Through the 
angels, Allah 3 revealed some beautiful songs to Dawud .& that praised 
Alàh 3s, and admired His Creations. These songs were written down. The 
revelation to Prophet Dawid ‘å is called the Zabur. 


The Israelites were very happy with their king, who led them with wisdom and 
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justice and who never forgot that the kingdom belonged to Allah ; | Prophet Sulaiman 44 
After the death of Prophet Dawud i, his son Prophet Sulaiman .:5 became 
king, and his story follows. 


“pet Sulaiman ^ grew up with all the good qualities of his father, Dawud 
i; Hehad his father's wisdom. Whenever he judged any case, his judgement 


solair that people were amazed. When Prophet Sulaiman 55 grew up and 
wame king, his people loved and respected him as their leader. 


Was chose Sulaiman £s as a prophet, and gave him a special gift: Prophet 
Wümàn 41 was able to understand the language of animals. One day, 
Nophet Sulaiman ‘ñ was leading his army through a valley in which there 
«ue many ants. Prophet Sulaiman 5 heard one ant say to another: "Sulaiman 
ndhis army are coming! Get back to the nests quickly or they will trample 
without even noticing!" Prophet Sulaiman ‘à heard this and smiled at the 
ats words. He prayed that he would always be grateful for Allah's favors and 
lo nght. 


I was through the report of a bird, the hoopoe, that Prophet Sulaiman = heard 
news of the rich and powerful kingdom of Saba in Southwestern Arabia, ruled 
| over by a queen. Its people were worshipping the sun instead of Allah xz. 


Prophet Sulaiman A4 sent a letter to the Queen of Saba, calling her and her 
people to the Truth (submission to Allah xz). The Queen decided not to goto 
war with Prophet Sulaiman 4 over the issue, but instead, wanted to establish 
a peaceful coexistence by sending him a gift. However, this was not what 
Prophet Sulaiman ‘4 wanted. He had no need for more worldly goods; he 
only wanted to see the Queen's heart opened to the truth. When the Queen 


learned how her gift was received with displeasure, she set out to meet 
| Prophet Sulaiman 35 face to face. 


Upon her arrival at Prophet Sulaiman's palace, he treated her with honor and 
tested her to see if she would recognize the truth. Although she had grown up 


as a polytheist, she was a person who could quickly grasp the truth, so her 
spiritual awakening came at once. She declared that her 


earlier beliefs had been false and that she now 


— à submitted with Prophet 
Sulaiman + to the Sustainer of all of the worlds. us 
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Although Prophet Sulaiman „à and his kingdom were very rich, he always 
remembered and obeyed Allah az. He never forgot his duty as a prophet to 
guide his people on Allah's path. Allah jx; gave him what is good in this 
world and will give him again what is good in the next world. 





Prophet Isa i5 


uirgo of the Israelites (or the Jews as they were later called) lasted a 
a ime, but after some centuries, their kingdom was conquered by the 
sus. The Romans ruled most of Europe, North Africa and the land of 
deine. They believed in many gods and worshipped many idols. They 


joved the Jews to practice their religion, but the Jews hated to be ruled by 
Roman idol-worshippers. 


bophet Isa's mother’s name was Maryam. She was a very good woman and 
woten prayed to Allah 3z. One day, an angel appeared to her and told her 
it would soon give birth to a son. She asked him: "How can I have a son, 
itn have no husband, and I am not a loose woman?" The angel answered 


tut Allah X had ordained it so and that her son would be a benefactor of 
mankind. 


When Isa 34 was born, Maryam was alone, with no one to help her or feed her. 





She lived on water from a stream and fruit from a palm tree until she was 
Wong enough to go back to her people. 


When Maryam took her baby to her people, they were shocked, pointing out 
that her parents were not immoral people. Maryam merely pointed to the 
infant Isa 4, who spoke and proclaimed himself a servant of Allah äz 


| destined to be a prophet. 


Prophet Isa à grew up and began preaching to his people. Allah st; gave him 
the gift of beautiful speech. He could use simple stories to help people 
understand sometimes difficult concepts. Isa taught them that they should 
obey Allah’s laws and love one another. Allah xz also gave him the gift of 
healing the sick. Isa 4 soon became famous. Often, the blind, the lame and 
the sick used to come to him, so that he could pray to Allah 3; to make them 


well. One day, he was asked to bring to a dead man back to life. By Allah's 
power, the man lived again. 


AMah s 


also gave P Isa 4 i 
gave Prophet Isa . a revelation called the Inji, as He had given 
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the Tawra! to Prophet Müsa à and the Zabir to Prophet Dawud ‘i. 


Many people began to follow Prophet Isa 4, but the Jewish priests and 
religious leaders did not like it. They were angry that this young man was 
becoming a popular leader and teacher of the Jews. They had studied the holy 
books and read the Jewish laws and considered themselves the chosen experts. 
Prophet [sa 4 proved that they loved their positions as priests and leaders 
more than they loved Allah xz. 


Their jealousy moved them to plan his death. They told the Roman Governor 
of Palestine that Prophet Isa 4 was a rebel. They said that he was gathering 
followers so that he would be made king of the Jews. Then he would fight the 
Romans and drive them out of Palestine. The Roman Governor agreed that 
Prophet Isa å should be put to death on a cross. 


However, it was not Allah's will that His beloved Prophet Isa 4 be killed. He 
saved Isa à from death, as He had saved other prophets before him when they 
were in danger. 


Some of the people who later followed Prophet Isa is claimed that Allah #& 
was the father of Isa 2s, and that Isa 4 was also God. However, we know that 
this is not true because Prophet Īsa .4, like all the other prophets, taught 
people to worship only the Allāh x5. We know that Allah iz; has no sons or 
daughters and that every human being was made by Him and is His servant. 
Muslims respect and love Isa „å as a prophet and messenger. Therefore, when 
we mention Prophet Isa 44, we always say: "May the peace of Allah 3 be with 
him," as we do for all the prophets. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* All the ancient prophets and messengers taught that Allah x; is one. 
* They lived their lives as an example for us and all believers. 

* Most people didn't care to listen to what they had to say and even 
fought against them. 
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Een e ee eee 


Zu 
THE LIFE OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD 


Birth and Youth 


Prophet Muhammad (Rasulullàh 2z) was born about 570 years after the birth 
Prophet Isa “h. He became an orphan at a very young age. His father died 
before his birth, and his mother died when he was only six years old. His 
gandfather, Abdul Mutalib, took the responsibility of caring for him, but he 
io died two years later. Then Rasulullah's uncle, Abu Talib, became his 


gardian. As a young boy, Rasulullah £z looked after a flock of sheep near 
Makkah. 


Makkah is the city in Arabia which had developed from the place where 
Ibrahim 5 had taken his wife Hajarah x and baby Isma’il . many hundreds 
years earlier. It is also the site where Ibrahim ‘à and Isma"1l d had built the 
Kabah as a place of worship for Allah 3. But after some time, the people of 
that area began to worship many gods, filling the Ka'bah with idols. 
Idol-worshippers from all over Arabia used to come there for pilgrimages. 
Makkah became an important trading town between Southern Arabia and 
Syria to the north. 


When Rastilullah $z was old enough, his uncle, Abu Talib, took him on some 
of his trading journeys. He went as far north as Syria, where he saw mountains 
and rivers, and people of many different races. 


Abu Talib loved his nephew, Muhammad, very much. Everyone respected 


Muhammad for his honesty and good character. He was given the title of 
“Al-Amin”, “the trustworthy.” 
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"A He often asked himself, "What kind of god is it who could make the 
@allthe stars in the sky? He wondered if he, too, would live and die 

| i wing the answers t i 

Rasulullah 4 leamed to manage trading caravans by helping his uncle, Abū heaters, without p La oa 


Talib. Hetook a job with the trading caravan of a rich and respected widow 


named Khadijah <x. She liked his honesty and good work and soon appointed 
him as manager of her trading caravan. 


Work as a Trader 


| The First Revelation 
| . 
| 3 
| E. Manswers to his questions suddenly came one night when Rasulullàh #45 
Marriage to Khadijah zx: inthe Cave of Hira on the Mount of Mercy, where he often went and sat 
done to think. 


Khadijah «z was so impressed by Rasulullah's £: character that she proposed 
to marry him, and he accepted the proposal. It was a very happy marriage. Tie Angel Jibril appeared before him and held him in his arms. The angel 


| l | squeezed him hard and then commanded him: "Iqra! (Read!)." As he had no 

So the orphan had grown up to become a successful man, with a good wife fomal education, Rasulullah 2 replied: "I cannot read!" The angel squeezed 

EL not the end of Rasülullah's $z destiny. Allah 55 | lim again and commanded him to read. Rastlullah *?z again answered: "I 
greater 


| mot read!" The angel squeezed him a third time and commanded: "Read in 
| hename of your Lord, Who created, created man from a clot of blood. Read! 





And your Lord is most bountiful, Who taught man the use of the pen, taught 
Search for the Truth him what he knew not" (i.e. the first five verses of Sarah 96, Al-Alaq). The 
| angel then introduced himself as the Angel Jibril. He informed the frightened 
Rasilullah 4 was still not happy. All the comforts and good things of this - forty year old man that he was chosen to be Rasulullah 2z, the Messenger of 
World, which he now possessed, did not satisfy him. He felt restless. He used Allah oe. 
to go off alone to think about the mysteries of the universe and life. What was 
tall fr Preaching in Makkah 
The people of Makkah said: "We live and we die. Let us be merry before we Rasülulláh * felt comforted when Khadijah 5x believed him, and he later told 
ente ie grave." To please themselves, they did many wrong deeds. They several of his relatives and close friends what had happened. 
used to drink and dance and fight. They collected wealth by any means and 
cheated people to become rich. They treated their slaves badly. They had no After some time, the revelations came more and more frequently. Through 
respect for women. If a female was born, they often used to bury her alive. them, Allah 3z; told Rasülullàh £5 to teach his people that He, Allah 2t, is the 
They worshipped idols which they believed could help them in their affairs. 


One God, alone and without partner, the Creator of heaven and earth. 

Rasulullah #2 was told to teach people that life does not end with death. On 

the Day of Judgment, Allah 3; will give life to every dead creature. They will 

All these things disillusioned Rasülullàh £z. How could an idol, made by all be judged for their actions on earth and rewarded or punished accordingly. 

human hands, help anyone? He was very curious about the existence of the ‘Rasulullah i was asked by Allah 3 to teach people that they should prepare 
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themselves for judgment not by drinking and dancing, but by maintaining 
good behavior, They should care for the weak and needy by giving freely from 
their wealth. They should not cheat and quarrel with each other. They should 
bekind and generous to their wives and to their parents. Above all, they must 
stop worshipping the idols of stone and wood. 


A few people agreed with what Rasulullah #z taught and believed. They 
accepted the message of Islam. However, most of the people laughed at him. 
They said he was insane, or that he was a poet composing verses, or a liar. 
They did not like him to say that their idols had no power to help or harm. 
Yel, he continued patiently to persuade them. 


Allah; then instructed Rastlullah 44 to preach Islam openly. More people 
began to join him. The leaders of Makkah then became worried about their 
trade, Many people came to Makkah to worship the idols at the Ka'bah. As 
Allah's religion spread through Rasilullah £5, they feared the idols would 
be destroyed, and people would stop coming to Makkah as pilgrims and 
traders. 


The Persecution 


Therefore, a great number of the people of Makkah decided to stop the spread 
of Islam by attacking the Muslims. They punished those who were weak, 
especially the slaves. Some were beaten, while others were killed. Those who 
had powerful relatives to protect them were abused or were tortured by 
different means. When Rasülulláh # prayed at the Ka'bah in public, some 
people used to throw filthy things over him. But he endured it patiently, 
knowing that he was doing what Allah 3; had told him to do. At one time, 
Rasilullah 2 sent some of his weaker followers across the sea to Abyssinia 
to escape the persecution of the idol-worshippers in Makkah. 


The leaders of Makkah decided to drive the Muslims out of town. Nobody 
was allowed to visit them or trade with them. They were short of food. Life 
became very hard for them. Because of these hardships, Rasulullah's dear 
wife Khadijah ^: died. Soon after, his uncle, Abu Talib, who had always 
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against the leaders of Makkah, also died. 


we! 
The Hijrah 


„is there came a new hope for the Muslims from Allah 3. Many of the 
jeof Madinah (then called Yathrib) had become Muslims, and they now 
sid Rasulullah Že to come to Madinah as their leader. 


‘psilullah & made arrangements for the other Muslims of Makkah to leave 
int. They left quietly, a few at a time, and traveled to Madinah. When all 
lose who wanted to go had gone, Rasulullàh 2 also left Makkah quietly, 
kaving his young cousin, ‘Ali Sx, behind to sleep on his bed as a decoy. 


That night, the leaders of Makkah planned to kill Rasulullah 25. When the 

men broke into his house, they found ‘Ali 2x there, sleeping on his bed. They 
did not want to kill ‘Ali 5x, only Rasulullah #4, so they left to go find him. In 
this way, Rasulullah #2 was saved and protected by Allah zc. 


Rasilullah #& traveled with his old friend, Abu Bakr 3x, across the mountains 

and desert toward Madinah. The enemies sent horsemen to kill them, but 
Rasülullāh *z took refuge in a cave. The horsemen came to search the cave, 
but when they saw that a spider had spun a web across the entrance and that 
adove sat undisturbed on a nest close by, they thought: "There can be nobody 
inside,” so they went away. Rasulullah #2 and Abu Bakr 5: then resumed their 


joumey, until they finally reached Madinah safely. 


The New State in Madinah 


The Muslims of Madinah welcomed the Muslims who arrived from Makkah 
wholeheartedly. Those who came from Makkah had brought nothing, with 
them. They had to leave behind their houses and property. So, each person or 


family stayed with a Madinan family, until they were able to get a house and 
look after themselves. = 
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Rasilull@h £ built a mosque and a house. Then, he began to organize the 
State of Madinah in the Islamic way. Allah 3; continued to guide him through 
periodic revelations. 


The revelations continued for a period of twenty-three years. Whenever a new 
revelation came, Rasulullah $z ordered that scribes should write it down. The 
revelations were memonzed by many of the Muslims and the written versions 
were kept. They form the Qur'àn, the Holy Book of the Muslims. 


The Muslims were directed by Allah 3 to organize prayer five times a day, 
so that they would always remember Him. They were directed to fast 
throughout the month of Ramadan. They were directed to give Zakäh as 
chanty to the poor and needy and help the cause of Islam. The bad customs of 
the idol-worshippers (such as the burial of live girl babies) were forbidden, 
and the people began to lead their lives in accordance with the Shari'ah 
(Allah's law). But, the Muslims could not go on pilgrimage, because Makkah 
was in the hands of the idol-worshippers, who did not allow them to enter the 


city. 
The Battle of Badr 


Over the next few years, there was a continuous struggle between the Muslims 
and the idol-worshippers of Makkah. Several important battles took place. 
The first was the Battle of Badr, two years after the Hijrah, in which 
Rasillullah's small army of about 300 men defeated an army of almost 1,000 
idol-worshippers from Makkah. 


The Battle of Uhud 


The people of Makkah were shocked at being defeated by such a small group 
of Muslims at Badr. Two years later, they came back to Madinah with a much 
larger army. They fought the Muslims at Uhud, just outside Madinah. The 
Muslims were winning the battle, when some of their soldiers disobeyed 
Rasillullah's orders. The enemies then killed many Muslims and the remaining 





ggsolimbed the mountains around Uhud, to escape. The army of Makkah 


vate them to the mountains, but instead, they retreated. 


The Battle of Al-Khandaa (The Trench) 


mamy of Makkah again attacked Madinah in the fifth year after Hijrah 
whan army of 10,000 men, intending to destroy Madinah. Rasulullah #1 
lowed the advice of a Persian Muslim, named Salman “x, and prepared a 
wench along the north of the city. Salman “x arranged the 3,000 strong 
Muslim army to defend Madinah from within the trench instead of going out 
fight the enemy in open battle. The people of Makkah and their Bedouin 
dies were not familiar with this kind of warfare. They were unable to enter 
Madinah and after a three-week siege, they returned home defeated. 


The Treaty of Hudaybiyya 


| Inthe sixth year after Hijrah, Raswlullah #2 and about 1,400 followers set out 
forthe pilgrimage to Makkah. They stopped at Hudaybiyya, near Makkah, and 
| made it clear to the people of Makkah that they had come for pilgrimage, not 
| for battle. The people of Makkah were also not prepared for war, and they 
agreed that if Rasulullàh #: would go back, he and his followers could 
| perform the pilgrimage the following year. 


Afer some discussion, Rasulullah £z made a treaty with the people of 
Makkah. It was called the Treaty of Hudaybiyya. One of the conditions of the 
treaty was that there should be no fighting between Muslims and the Makkans 
for ten years. This condition greatly helped the cause of Islam. Rasulullah 22 
took the opportunity to send preachers to all parts of Arabia to teach people 
Islam, and many people became Muslims. The Muslims continued to increase 
in number until the Makkan idol-worshippers lost their power in the land. 
Rasulullah 25 also sent messages to the rulers of the great empires of Persia, 


Byzantium and to the Christian Patriarch of Alexandria i eee 
z ia in E 
them to accept Islam's teachings, gypt, inviting 
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Two years after the Treaty of Hudaybiyya, the idol-worshippers broke the 
treaty and attacked the Muslim allies. In response, Rasulullah 2z sent a great 
amy of Muslims to Makkah. When the idol-worshippers saw the size of the 


Muslim amy, they decided not to fight. They surrendered the city to 


| 
The Conquest of Makkah 
Rasulullah £s, whom they had driven out eight years before. 


The Destruction of the Idols at the Ka'bah 


Rasilullah 4; entered Makkah in peace and did not allow the Muslims to 
punish or harm anyone. Seeing this behavior and that Islam stood for such 
mercy and kindness, many citizens of Makkah embraced Islam. Rasulullah 25 
went to the Ka bah and ordered his followers to destroy all the idols. This was 
done, and the Ka bah was again used as the House of Worship for the One 
God, as it was at the time of Prophet Ibrahim 4. Rasulullah 25 then showed 
the Muslims the Islamic way of offering pilgrimage. 


By this time, most of the people in Arabia had learned about the religion of 
Islam, and they embraced Islam each day by the hundreds. 


The Farewell Pilgrimage 


Rasilullah £5 was now sixty-three years old, and he sensed that the time had 
come for his retum to Allāh xz. He made a last pilgrimage to Makkah and 
spoke to his people. He told them to always be fair and just and to care for the 
weak. He reminded them to give women their rights and give Jews and 


Christians the nght to practice their religions in the way to which they were 
accustomed, 


He told them that he was leaving with them two things--the Qur’an and his 
Sunnah (his way of life or practice), He said if the Muslims would follow the 
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yi and Sunnah, they would never go astray. 


gonafter this (ten years after the Hijrah), Rasülullah #4 passed away in his 
se in Madinah. He was buried there. Even today, people visit his last 
wing place and pray for him. May Allah si bless Rasülullàh £. the last of 


| prophets, and help the Muslims to follow the Qur'àn and the S for 
| lierest of our lives. 


Rasulullah's Appearance and Character 
Msülullah 2: was a man of medium build and height. He was handsome, 


having thick black hair, a large forehead, thick eyebrows and large black eyes 
with long eyelashes. He had good even teeth, a thick neck, broad chest and 


, Shoulders, and light-colored skin. 


He walked in a firm manner and always appeared to be deep in thought. His 
character always impressed people. His trustworthiness and honesty have 


already been mentioned. From the records in the Hadith of what he said and 
did, we know a lot more about his behavior. 


He was always kind-hearted, especially towards the weak. His kindness 
extended even to animals. He never allowed his followers to overload or 
ill-treat their animals, or to be cruel to wild animals. When some of his 
followers took some baby birds from a nest, he ordered them to returned the 


birds to their mother. He even stopped them from destroying insects, as long 
as they were harmless. 


His kindness also showed in his forgiveness to his enemies, as could be seen 
at the conquest of Makkah. 


He was the best of husbands and was very fond of children. His wife, ` A'ishah 
x, said that he was a model of what the Qur'àn teaches. 


Moreover, he was very modest, both in his dress and behavior. When someone 
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lo mankind. 
‘Despite all the suffering he had to endure, Raswlullah * never lost 


his faith in Allah iz. 





praised him as “the best of creatures," he humbly disagreed, saying: "No, that 
was (Prophet) Ibrahim." 
'All Muslims must love Rasulullah % with all of their hearts. 


His modesty also showed in his lifestyle, which was extremely simple. Even 
when he became Head of State, he had very few possessions. He used to mend 
his own clothes, take care of his household needs, and do his share of any 
physical labor with the SafabaA 5x (his companions). They urged him to let 
them do it for him, but he replied: "I know you could do it for me, but I hate 


to have any privilege over you." 


There was seldom any meat or cooked food in his house. He shared the 
poverty of other Muslims. His wife, "A'ishah fx, said that sometimes they 
lived for months on a diet of milk and dates. 


Rastlullah £z is reported to have said: 


"My Sustainer has given me nine commands: 


To remain conscious of Allah >=, in private or in public. 


i) 

ii) To speak humbly, whether angry or pleased. 

iii) To show moderation, both when poor and when rich. 

iv) To reunite friendship with those who have broken it off with me. 
v) To give to him who refuses me. 

vi) To forgive him who has wronged me. 

vii) That my silence should be filled with thought. 

viii) That my looking should be an admonition. 

ix) That I should command what is right. 


This was indeed how he behaved, and this is the beautiful and inspiring 
example which every Muslim would like to emulate. 


l WE HAVE LEARNED: 
* Rasulullah £2 was chosen by Allāh = to be the very last messenger 
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LESSON 4 





THE FOUR RIGHTLY-GUIDED KHULAFA’ 


The Four Rightly-Guided Khulafa’ 


The four nhtly-guided Khulafa’ were Abu Bakr ù, ‘Umar či, ‘Uthman i 
and ‘Ali 4. They were all close companions (Sahabah $x) of Rasulullah 25. 
Khaliah was the title given to the leaders of the Muslims after the death of 
Rasulullah £5. The first four Khulaf4' were called rightly-guided because 
they faithfully followed the Qur’an and the Sunnah in their behavior and way 
of government. The four rightly-guided Khulafa’ were chosen by the 
Muslims, because they were good Muslims and wise leaders. After these four 
Khulafa’, the leadership was either taken by force or passed from father to 
son. 


Abu Bakr &, the First Khalifah 


Abi Bakr 5 was about three years younger than Rasulullah 22, and was his 
close friend from childhood. He grew up to be a trader and was quite rich. 
People admired him for his good behavior and his kindness towards the poor 
and the weak. 


He was one of the earliest people to accept Islam, and he taught Islam to 
others, He used his money to free Muslim slaves who were being punished by 
their masters because of their religion. Bilal $ was one of the slaves he freed. 


Aba Bakr‘ gave Rasülullah £ his daughter ‘A'ishah 5x in marriage. When 
Rasulullah 5 migrated to Madinah, it was Abu Bakr “3 who accompanied 
him on that dangerous joumey. He also fought alongside the Prophet 2 in the 
battles against the idol-worshippers. 
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pusilullah 5 died, many people refused to believe it. But Abū Bakr £z: 
rote crowd saying; "O people, whoever worshipped Muhammad #5. 





pu hat Muhammad is indeed dead. But whoever worshipped Allah 3, 


iis alive and will never die." 


 MiBakr 5 was chosen as the new leader of the Muslims. He promised to 
| kiphe weak and obey Allah 3X and His Prophet 2x. 


Helived in a simple way, as Rasulullàh # had done. His clothes were plain, 
mihe always liked to do his own work with his own hands, without slaves 
| orservants to attend to him. 


| During his Caliphate, he fought successfully against false prophets and others 
who tried to break up the Muslim ‘Ummah (“community of believers"). 


| 
| When he was forced to fight, he ordered his soldiers as follows: "Do not run 
| away from battle or disobey orders. Do not kill an old man, a woman or a 
| child. Do not harm date palms or cut down fruit trees. Do not slaughter any 
| Sheep, cows or camels except for food. Y ou will meet people who spend their 

lives in monasteries (i.e. Christian monks); leave them alone, and do not 


disturb them." 


Abu Bakr 5x was a kind-hearted man, but he defended Islam firmly and 
faithfully and was loved by his people. 


‘Umar 2, the Second Khalifah 





| ‘Umar 3x: was about thirteen years younger than Rasülullah $&z. He was active 
and intelligent and he learned as a child how to read and write. He was good 
at public speaking, wrestling and fighting with a sword. He was a trader and 
visited many lands and saw many kinds of people. 


When Rasulullah 5: began to spread the message of Islam, ‘Umar 5x: opposed 
him at first. When his servant became a Muslim, he beat her until he was to^ 


195 





tired to go on. One day, he decided to kill Rasülullah $z and moved towards 
his house. On the way, he met a fnend who told him that his (‘Umar’s) sister 
and her husband had already become Muslims. ‘Umar “x: went straight to her 
house and found her reading from the Qur’an. He slapped her, causing her to 
bleed, but she told him: " “Umar, you can do what you like, but you cannot 
tum our hearts away from Islam." 


‘Umar & was surprised at her bravery and ashamed that he had hurt his sister. 
Heasked her to show him what she was reading. When he read the verses of 
the Qur'an, he at once saw the truth in them. He went to Rasülullah's house 
and accepted Islâm. 


‘Umar & was bold and fearless, and he gave courage to the other Muslims in 
Makkah. 


Rasūlullāh 4; trusted him as a close companion. Later in Madinah, ‘Umar 5: 
gave his widowed daughter, Hafsa , to Rasulullah 2z in marriage. 


When Abii Bakr & died, ‘Umar “£ was chosen as the second Khal fah. Under 
his leadership, Islâm spread to both the east and west. Because he was 
merciful and generous to non-Muslims, many of them embraced Islam. 


"Umar & refused to live like a king with wealth and a show of power. He 
once told a group of governors: "Remember, I have not appointed you to rule 
over your people, but to serve them. You should set an example with your 
good conduct, so that people may follow you." 


He wore such simple clothes that visitors could not tell he was the Khal ah. 
It is said that when “Umar 4x went to Jerusalem, he traveled with one assistant 
anda camel, each taking tums riding the camel. When they reached Jerusalem, 
it was the assistant’s tum to ride the camel. The Christians of Jerusalem were 
amazed at ‘Umar’s «x spirit of brotherhood. 


‘Umar *z often went into the streets at night to find out what people were 
really thinking and to understand their problems. He was never too proud to 


196 


| 





ied ithe was wrong. One day, a woman corrected him publicly in the 


e Maina (about the amount of dowry). “Umar Sz accepted her 
i, synt: "The woman is right and ‘Umar is wrong." 


| 

‘(on made the government work for the people. They built new cities, 
sand canals. The poor and needy were cared for from the Zakàh funds. 
(sans and Jews were free to practice their religion. 


iylietime “Umar «x died, the world of Islam had spread to the west across 
aso North Africa and to the east as far as the borders of India and China. 


marx never kept guards, because he wanted no barriers to come between 


mand his people. One unfortunate day, he was wounded by a slave with 
aknife in the mosque. He died three days later. 


‘Uthman £x, the Third Khalifah 





‘Uthman *x: was a friend of Abu Bakr 2. It was Abu Bakr žr: who introduced 
him to Islam. ‘Uthman “x: could read and write and became a successful trader. 


However, he was one of those Muslims whom the idol-worshippers punished. 
He had to leave with the group of Muslims who went to Abyssinia for safety. 
Later, he returned and joined Rastlullah 2: in Madinah. 


i ——— 


| : 

Rastlullah *; gave ‘Uthman “x: his daughter, Ruqayya wz, in marriage. 
However, she died just before the Battle of Badr. ‘Uthman “x: was so sad that 
Rasulullah #: then gave him the hand of his other daughter, Umm Kulthum 


oe, 


On the death of ‘Umar $x, Uthmān “x was chosen as Khalifah. One of his 
most important official acts was the order to make authentic copies of the 
Qur'àn, and send them to each important city in the Muslim world for 
safekeeping. This made it impossible f 
Quen. To this day. th F for anyone to change the words of the 
y, the Qur’an remains unchanged. 
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‘Uthmén & had the good qualities expected from a Muslim leader: kindness, 
honesty, penerosity and modesty. He was very pious and knew the meaning 
ofthe Qur'an very well. 


He was, however, an old man of nearly seventy when he became Khal ah. He 
could not match ‘Umar & in strength and energy to control the government 
of the Muslim world, which now covered a very large part of the earth. Some 
people were not happy with his goverment. One night, a group of dissidents, 
murdered him in his home while he was reading the Qur’an. 


‘Ali $è. the Fourth Khalifah 


"Ali & was the son of Abū Talib, Rasulullah's uncle. When Rasulullah £z 
grew up, Abi Talib sent ‘Ali $ to live with him. In Rasulullah’s house,‘ Alī 
«t leamed from the best example of piety, good manners and conduct. 


‘Ali x was only ten years old when Rasulullah 2z received the first 
revelation. Rasülullah $ invited him to accept Islam, and ‘Alt “x: became the 
first youth to become Muslim. 


Rasillullah 2; invited his relatives to a meal and told them about his message. 
He asked them all: "Who will join me in the cause of Allah 5?" Nobody 
spoke, until “Ali 2 stood up and said: "I am the youngest of all present here. 
My eyes trouble me, because they are sore, and my legs are thin and weak, but 
Į will join you and help you in any way I can." The others laughed at him, but 
‘Ali Sz kept his promise and helped Rasulullah £z through all sorts of danger 
with great bravery. 


When Rasilullah ^; left Makkah for Madinah, it was ‘Ali 2x: who dared to 
stay in Rasülulláh's bed while Rasulullah 2; left for Madinah. When the 
people of Makkah discovered that it was “Ali “x: and not Rasulullah 2x, they 
were Very angry. 


"Ali Se joined Rasilullah £: in Madinah and fought in almost every battle 
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q the idol-worshippers. It was said that at the Battle of Uhud, he was 
all i 
“te sixteen times. 


wilullah 3: gave “Ali Sz his beloved daughter, Fatimah sw, in marriage. 
mewo of them became the parents of Hassan 2x and Hussain fu. 


Ai% followed Rasulullah 2z in his simple way of life. He was so generous 
itat times, his own family went hungry. 


Hehad great knowledge of the Qur'àn and the Arabic language. Many of his 


| Wsesayings, speeches and letters have been preserved. He was fearless and 


brave in battle, but he took no pleasure in fighting and made peace whenever 
possible. All his good qualities and abilities were combined to form a sincere 
| and modest manner. 


| The Muslim world, however, was still not at peace. The fourth Khalifah, * Al 
x, was killed by one of his enemies when he was praying in the mosque. 


After the time of Abu Bakr 5x, ‘Umar 22, ‘Uthman 3 and ‘Ali =m, the 
. Khulafà' behaved in a different way. They wanted to keep the Caliphate in 
their family, so their main goal was to pass it from father to son. Some of the 
| Khulafà' were good, but most of them had forgotten the way Rasulullah fu 
and the righteous Khulafa' had ruled. Yhey accumulated wealth and lived in 
luxurious palaces with fine clothes and food. They enjoyed living as kings in 
this world and often forgot about Allah its, the King of the whole universe, 
and about the Day of Judgment. 








Rasulullàh 22 said: 
The best of rulers is he who loves his people and whose people 
love him; who prays for his people and whose people pray for him. 
(transmitted by Muslim) 


May Allah 5; bless the Muslims with such good leaders again 
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WE HAVE LEARNED: | ; sgON 5 
* After Rasülullah 4;, Muslims have had the Khulafa’ to lead t hem | 
* The best of the Kiulafa’ were the first four: Abū Bakr $x, “Umar a» | 
"Uthmán 5 and ‘Ali $. | 


1 i OTHER FAMOUS MUSLIMS 
* They devoted their whole lives to the cause of Islam. | 


f 


| KK  — 33 3^ 


| Wehave leamed about four of the most famous Sahabah *x: of Rasulullah #1: 
| MüBakr Sx, ‘Umar 3, "Uthmàn 5x and * Ali 5x. However, it was not only the 
‘nen who became famous through their deeds as Muslims. Many women 
devotedly served Islam as well. Furthermore, not all of Rasulullah's 
companions were Arabs. We shall now hear how Khadijah 5: and 'A'ishah 


5 (two of Rasulullah’s wives), Fatimah 5x: (his daughter) and Bilal 5x (an 
| Abyssinian slave), became famous in the history of Islam. 








Khadijah 22 bint Khuwaylid XO 


owned a trading business, which she managed herself. She then appointed 


Khadijah 5 was a noble and respected widow who lived in Makkah. She 
| Rasülullàh #2 to work for her. 


| When she saw his good, honest work, she appointed him manager. In due 
course, she proposed marriage to him, and he accepted. She was the epitome 

| of understanding and true goodness of character. She offered to marry him 
despite the difference in their ages and economic and social background. She 
was forty years old, while Rastlullah 2z was only twenty-five, but because she 

| wasa very good wife and he the best of husbands, they were very happy 


together. Khadijah 5x had six children with him, among whom was his 
beloved daughter, Fatimah “x. 


When Rasulullah #1 became restless and went off into the mountains to think. 


she understood his need to do so and supported his actions. On the night when 


he first saw the angel in the Cave of Hira, Rasulullah #5 returned home 


trembling with fear. He told Khadijah 5: what had happened. It was Khadijah 
20 sx who held him in her arms and told him she sincerely believed that he w- 


neither mad nor misled, but blessed to be chosen as a Messen perc 
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She comforted him and supported him throughout those years in Makkah 


when he was laughed at, abused and attacked by the idol-worshippers. 


She gladly gave her wealth for the cause of Islam and suffered with him up 
until her death. Rasulullah 4: told her she would be one of the most honored 


women in Paradise. 


asd with her intelligence and said to his people: "Y ou can get half your 
| religion from ‘A'ishah ." 


is well as providing Rasulullah £z 


pes pro ^» Companionship at home with love and 
| ure, A'ishah 3x often accompanied him on journeys and expeditions. 


When Rasulullah 2z felt that his death was near, he asked to be taken to 


As long as she lived, he never married another woman, and even long after her 


death, he spoke of her with great love and respect. Just before the Hijrah, she 
died in his arms at the age of sixty-three. 


Nishah’s apartment next to the mosque. There she nursed him until the last 
moment, and he died in her arms. He was buried at the very place where he 


died, and what was ` A'ishah's apartment, is now part of Masjid-un-Nabi in 
| Madinah. 


Her life shows how important it is for a man to have a loving and 


understanding wife with whom he can share life’s joys and sorrows. Without 
peace and support from his wife, it would not have been easy for the Prophet 
$ to face the sort of hardship and suffering he faced while he preached 
among the idol-worshippers in Makkah. 


After Rasulullah's death, A'ishah 2% maintained her position of respect among 
the Muslims. She used to teach other women. Both men and women came to 
her to learn what Rasulullah “ had said and how he behaved. In this way, she 


became one of the most important reporters of Hadith (the tradition of 
Rasulullàh 25). 


"Aishah bint Abü Bakr sz Her life shows how a Muslim woman can use her intelligence and scholarship 


to make a great contribution to the cause of Islam. It also shows how, like 
Khadijah 2x before her; A'ishah x was able to give Rasulullah 2 the love 
and understanding, which helped him through all of those years of struggle and 
fighting after the Hijrah to Madinah. 


‘Aishah 42 was the daughter of Abi Bakr 5, Rasülullàh's close friend. 


When Rasulullah’s first wife Khadijah “x died, Rasulullah 2: felt very sad. 
Abi Bakr 5 loved Rasilullah 2 very much and felt his pain. So, Abu Bakr 
s offered him his daughter in marriage. 


a l l Fatimah bint Muhammad Zx 
A'ishah & was still young at the time. She was a lively, intelligent girl, and | 

Rastllullh 45 loved her and enjoyed her company. He liked to entertain her 

by playing games. Sometimes, she won and sometimes, he did. 





Fatimah 5x, the beloved daughter of Rasulullah Zz, was born in Makkah, eight 
years before the Hijrah. She was the fourth and youngest daughter of her 
She leamed much about Islam from Rasulullah #z and used to question him piter Maadyan e. 
oflen about matters of religion. When she learned something, she never forgot 
il. She was also a good speaker. Because of these qualities, she became an 
important person in the community and even before Rasulullah’s death, 


people used to come to her and ask questions about Islam. Rasulullah 2 was 


She was brought up under the care of the greatest teacher of mankind and the 
kindest mother. She looked very much like her father and she also possessed 
his saintly character. At the time of her mother’s death, Fatimah £z was still 


a child. Because of the loss, she became even more devoted to her father ™ 
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loved her very much and spoke about her on several occasions. He is reported 
to have said: "Fatimah is my child. One who distresses her, distresses me, and 
one who comforts her. comforts me." 


On another occasion, he said: "O Fatimah! Allah saz; will not like a person who 
displeases you and will be pleased with a person who wins your favor." 
Rasilullah’s wife, A'ishah 5 said, after the death of Khadijah 5x: "I have 
never come across a greater personality than that of Fatimah except that of her 
father, Allah's Messenger.” 


Fatimah à was a senous child. She was physically weak and did not enjoy 
good health. Thus, she did not indulge much in playing with other children. 
Under her father's guidance and inspiration, she grew up to be an unselfish 
young woman, who always had sympathy towards the sufferings of others. 


When she was eighteen years old, “Ali <x, Rasulullah’s cousin, sought her 
hand in mariage and Rasulullah $z agreed. They were married at a simple 
ceremony. Rasulullah £ told her: "My daughter, | have married you to a 
person who has stronger faith and is more learned than others and one who is 
distinguished for his morality and virtues." 


Fatimah f= and 'Ali's household was hard-working, pious and generous. 
Fatimah 2 never had a servant to help her in spite of her weakness and poor 
health. Often they and their family went hungry because they had given away 
most of what they had to the poor. Fatimah “x had five children, among 
whom were Hassan x and Hussain «z, Rasülullah's beloved grandsons. 


Patimah lived for only six months after the death of Rasulullah 2z. She 
died at the age of twenty-eight and was buried amidst universal mourning. 


The personality of Fatimah “x was free of selfish desires and false pride. 
Rasiilullah fs proclaimed her: "the Queen of women in Paradise." 
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Bilal Ibn Rabah 2: 


illi was the first African to accept Islam. He was born a slave in Makkah 
gigew up to be tall, strong and handsome. He was also honest, wise and 
able. Because of these qualities, his master put him in charge of his 


aavan. It was on such a journey that he became a close friend of Abu Bakr 
5 not long before Rasulullah 2z had his first revelation. 


When Rasululláh 23 told Abu Bakr Sx about his revelation, Abu Bakr Zx 
acepted Islam and at once began to tell his friends about this religion. Bilal 
mwas the first of them who embraced Islam immediately. At first, he kept 
tis a secret; as a slave, he had no right to change his beliefs and therefore, 
could be punished by his master. However, someone told his master about his 
conversion. His master was very angry with him and beat Bilal 5x: to make him 
| gveup Islam. But, Bilal 5x refused. Then, his master took him to the desert 
ind made him lie in the hot sun, wearing a metal dress. But Bilal “x would 
only repeat " Ahad! Ahad!" meaning. One (God), One (God). Then, his master 
puta huge stone on his chest. The pain was terrible, but Bilal 2x still repeated 
"Ahad! Ahad! and said he would rather die than go back to their religion. 
Before he could torture him to death, Abu Bakr 2x arrived and asked them 1f 
he could buy Bilal 5x. They asked for a high price, expecting Abu Bakr x to 
refuse, but he agreed. So Bilal Su was saved, and Abu Bakr Zx set him free 
from slavery. 


Bilal 5: later emigrated with the Muslims to Madinah and lived in Abu B akr's 
house attached to the Mosque. Rasulullah 2x appointed him as the first 
Mu'adhin (one who does the call for prayer), because he had a beautiful and 
powerful voice. He also placed him in charge of the Treasury from which 
money was used to help the poor and to take care of guests. 


When Makkah surrendered to Rasülullàh #5, Bilal 2 was one of those who 
entered the Ka'bah with Rasulullah 25 to destroy the idols. 


With this task done, Rastlullah #4 


asked Bilal 5x: - 
Ka'bah and call the ‘Adhan (call to = to climb on the roof of the 


prayer) while ‘Ali èx and others destroyed 


205 








the idols outside the Ka'bah. 


Bilal “£ fought in every battle at the side of Rasiilullah £z, and remained Abu 
Bakr's close friend. 


When Rasulullah 2 died, Bilal $ felt so sad that he could not call the ‘Ad/an 
again from Rasulullah’s Mosque, and a new Mu 'adhin was appointed. Bilal 
wt called the Adh an again on only two occasions: once at the request of 
‘Umar Szat the site of Prophet Sulaiman’s temple in Jerusalem, and once in 
Madinah at the request of Rasülullàh s grandsons, Hassan “x and Hussain £x. 


When Abu Bakr à died two years after Rasulullah 4, Bilal “ decided to 
leave Madinah and joined the Muslim army in Syria. The rest of his life (eight 
years) was spent in Jihad. He died peacefully in Damascus. 


Bilal’s greatest qualities were his sincerity of faith, bravery, honesty and his 
loyalty to Rasulullah 2: and his friends. His story also shows how a man of 
humble ongins - an African slave - rose to become one of the great heroes 
among Muslims only because of his belief in Islam. He proved that in the 


brotherhood of Islam, all men are equal. 


WE HAVE LEARNED: 


* Rasilullah f had many Sahabah “x, whose lives were greatly 
affected by him. 

* Many women had a large role to play in the life of Rasulullah zz. 

* Every Muslim should love all of the Saha@bah “x of Rasulullah 2x. 





jESSON 6 
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THE FOUNDERS OF THE 
| FOUR SCHOOLS OF JURISPRUDENCE 


"There are four great Muslim Alims (scholars) whose names should be known 

| byevery Muslim. They were great scholars who studied the Qur'àn and Hadith 
| in great depth. From their understanding based on their lifetime’s work, 

| unified systems covering all aspects of Islamic law were established. 

| The four most famous Fugaha (jurists) in Islamic history were Imam Abu 

| Hanifa, Imam Malik ibn Anas, Imam Al-Shafi i and Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal. 

_ They are called the Mujtahid Imams, a rank that very few Muslims have ever 
reached. Most Muslims practice Islàm by following the interpretations of these 
Mujtahid Imams. AM four of these schools of jurisprudence are recognized as 
authentic in Islàm, and as each of their founders had the greatest respect and 


love for each other. 





Imam Abu Hanifa 





Abt Hanifa was born in Basrah, Iraq in 80 A.H. (699 A.C.) He grew up and 
| lived in Kufa, where he worked as a trader in textiles and also studied under 
| famous scholars. He was a very gifted and intelligent student. He also traveled 


to Madinah to gain further knowledge. 
He later became the greatest authority on religious jurisprudence (Fiqh) in 
Kufa, and students from all over the Muslim world came to study under his 


guidance. 


Abu Hanifa was very popular with the common people, who loved him for 
kindness and honesty in business. As a result, the rulers tried to win his favor. 
but he kept away from them, because they were unjust and often cruel. 
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(hree Despite warnings from the governor of Madinah, he persisted in 
“posing the injustice. Subsequently, the governor ordered him to be given 70 
pis, and then paraded him through the streets on a camel in his 
"Wokstained clothes. Still, the Imam did not change his words. When 


When he was very old, the Khaliah Al-Mansur invited him to come to 
Baghdad as Chief Judge. Abü Hanifa refused and replied: "Suppose a 
complaint is made against you in my court. You would want it to be decided 


in your favor, or have me thrown in the river. Please rest assured, I would ‘alfah Al-Mansur got news of the incident, he punished the governor and 
prefer to be drowned in the river rather than tamper with justice." gologized to the Imam 
| 
Several Khulafa’ and governors tried to make him work for their governments E es. e * € 
so that they could control him, but he refused despite persecution. | pn Bote was so d BEN Keegan Ran AA eae Rue 
| Madinah, he sent for the Imam to come and teach him. But the Imam insisted 


| hat the Khalifah should come to him, saying: "People come in search of 

| knowledge. Knowledge does not seek people." Eventually, the Khaliah came 
tothe Imam to hear his lectures. They were attended by all classes of people. 
The Khalfah wanted the other people to be sent away, but the Imam refused, 
saying: "I cannot sacrifice the interest of any individual for that of another." 
So, the Khalifah and his sons had to submit to the Imàm's decision. 


At last. the Khalah threw Abu Hanifa into prison, where he died, at the age 
of 70. All the people of Baghdad moumed his death. Fifty thousand people 
attended his funeral prayers, which were offered for 20 days after his burial. 


Abii Hanifa is still famous today as the founder of one of the four schools of 
Figh. The Hanafi School is the largest in the world, and is followed by most 








people in the eastern and northern regions of the Muslim world including 
Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, China, Central Asia, the Balkans and Imam Malik wrote a number of famous books, dealing with all aspects of 
lower Egypt. religious practice, law and ethics. One of the most well-known is al-Muwatia, 
acollection of Hadith. 
Imam Malik 
Imam Malik died at the age of 85. His school of Fiqh, known as the Maliki 
Imam Malik ibn Anas was bom in Madinah in 93 A.H. (713 A.C.) He spent School, is now followed in most of Africa, except the extreme east of Africa 
most of his life there. He studied under many teachers, many of whom were and lower Egypt. 
the students of Sahabah «x. Imam Malik chose to live in poverty and refused 
to be corrupted by riches. Imam al-Shàfi i 
E o emos earned teachers of his —— Imám Muhammad ibn Idris al-Sháfi'i was born in Palestine 150 years after the 
Dia ips Ar i 9 Bun NEL endo lecture | Hijrah (767 A.C.). His father died while he was young, and he was brou ght 
by Imam Malik, even though Imam Malik was 13 years younger than he was. | : 
up in poverty by his mother. 


Out of respect, Imam Malik offered him his chair as the teacher. 
Imam al-Shafi’i completed learning the Qur’an by heart in Makkah. At the age 


Like Imam Abu Hanifa, he had no fear of the Khalffah Al-Mansur or any ; E RAE ; 
other tyrannical ruler. He once openly defied the Governor of Madinah who eee ee ue td under Imam Malik. He remained there 
was a cousin of the Khaljah. The Imam told the people that their oath of eleven years later. 

loyalty to the Khaljah was not binding since it had been given under threat kaama 


Shafi’i spent part of his life in Iraq and then settled in Egypt. Hi 
ypt. His 
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| 
entire life was spent in worship, writing and teaching. | ee 


He died at the age of $4 in Cairo. His school of Figh became very popular in | SOME NOTEWORTHY NIGERIAN MU SLIMS 


the 3rd and 4th centuries AH. Today, its followers are found in many parts of 
the Muslim world, including Arabia, Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt, Malaysia, . 
Indonesia and Fast Africa. Shehu Uthman Dan EF odio 





Shehu Uthman Dan Fodio was born in 1754 C.E. at Maratta, which is now in 
the Niger Republic. He came from a family of learned Fulani Muslims and 
studied the Qur'an under famous scholars. When he was 21, and still a 


Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal was born in Iraq in 164 A.H. (780 A.C.) and grew student, he started teaching and preaching. His younger brother, Abdullahi 
up in Baghdad. His father died when he was about three years old. He studied joined him as a student. i j 


Figh and Hadith and other branches of religious knowledge. He traveled to 
various parts of the Muslim world to further his studies of Hadith. 


Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal 


Both Shehu Uthman and Abdullahi became famous scholars. They wrote 
books about Islam in Arabic and Fulfulde, a regional language. Shehu 
Uthman called his people to follow the true teachings of Islam, and also called 


on the rulers not to inflict injustices on their people, but to rule in accordance 
with the Shari’ah. 


When Imam al-Sháfi' visited Baghdad, Imam Ahmad studied under him. 
Imam al-Shafi'i considered him the most leamed man in Baghdad. He became 
a well-known teacher, and two of his pupils were al-Bukhari and Muslim, 
who became famous for their collections of Hadith. 





His son, Muhammad Bello, wrote of him: “He surpassed all men in nobility 
views of the Khaliah on a matter of religious doctrine. However, he was so of character. He was a charming friend. Beenie: Se ne ee Tee iuc 
popular with the people as a leamed and honest religious scholar that when he was modest. ... He showed them Mine e mE p e Mis PPY 
died at the age of 75, his funeral was attended by almost a million mourners tobe with them. He was patient and nad pity on Niushins. 

in Baghdad. 


He was at one time beaten and imprisoned for several years for opposing the 





Shehu Uthman and his family settled in Degel in Gobir, near present-day 


: hat *3 im. nts and 
Imam Ahmad's pupils collected his answers to religious questions and |. Sokoto, and a community of scholars formed around him. Stude 


systematized them into the form of the fourth school of Figh, known as the | visitors wanted to learn the teachings of Islam from him. 

Hanbali School. The true followers of this school of jurisprudence used to be | : : | oh 

found in Saudi Arabia, Syria and ‘Iraq, although it is scarcely in existence The Shehu and his community called on their people to act in a righteous 
today. manner and abandon drinking alcohol. He called on the Muslim rulers to rule 


in accordance with the Shar 'iah, collect taxes lawfully and not imprison 
people illegally. He told the people of their rights under the Shari'ah and 
advised them to appeal to the A/kali in the courts, if they did not get their due 
rights. He advised the rulers to appoint learned and fearless judges. He and 


his students went on long preaching tours. Since they could not travel 
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personally to all places, he wrote short books and poems which were 
translated into the regional languages. For those who could not read, songs 
were composed, teaching religion, known as Wa ‘azi songs. 


After some years, when the Shehu's fame had spread far and wide in the 
surrounding areas, a new ruler of Gobir became jealous of the Shehu's 
influence. He made new laws forbidding people to change from paganism to 
Islam and forbidding Shehu's followers from preaching. The true Muslims 
began to leave Gobir. 


The new ruler of Gobir died soon afterwards, but his son, Yunfa, continued 
his father's persecution of the the Muslims, even seeking to kill Shehu 
Uthman. 


At last, open hostility broke out between the Chief of Gobir and the Shehu's 
community. The Chief sent a message to Shehu Uthman , insisting that he 
take his family and leave his community. The Shehu replied: "I will not leave 
the community, but | will leave your country. Allah’s earth is wide." Thus 
began the Shehu's Hijrah (migration). 


The Shehu, his family, and the whole community then packed all their books 
and belongings on their cattle, horses, and camels, together with the little grain 
they had, and in February, 1804, they began their trek out of Gobir. 


They settled in Gudu, in Kebbe, about 60 miles away, and the other Muslims 
in Gobir joined the Shehu to escape the persecutions of the Chief of Gobir. 


The Gobirawa attacked the travelers and their families and robbed them of all 
their possessions. 


The Chief of Gobir then declared war on the Shehu and his community The 
Muslims gave their promise of obedience to Shehu Uthmàn as “Sarkin 
Musulmi, or “Commander of the Faithful,” and began to prepare the defenses 
of the town for Jihad. 
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qu were in a difficult situation. The Gobirawa had many fighters, horses 
pd weapons. The Muslims had only about 20 horses, no shields and no 
qn weapons. They relied chiefly on their bows and arrows. 

Mallam Abdullahi led the army out of Gudu and caught the Gobir army by 
suprise near Lake Tabkin Kwatto. A battle was fought, and despite their 
geater numbers and equipment, the Gobir army was defeated. There followed 
aseries of battles as each side increased its numbers with new recruits, and the 
Muslims lost many men in battle. 





f 


In 1805, the Gobir army attacked the Shehu’s army just outside Gwandu. The 
Shehu went out and preached to his people. He prayed for victory and 
inspired the people to fight with all their might. The Gobirawa were defeated, 


and the tide of the war was turned. 


From then on, the Shehu’s followers, under the leadership of Mallam 
| Abdullahi and the Shehu’s son, Muhammad Bello, and later, other flag- 
__ bearers, went from victory to victory, until all of Hausaland came under their 


rule, and some of the areas beyond it. 


| Shehu Uthman finally settled in Sokoto, where he continued his studies and 
writing, and gave directives on government to his followers, until his death in 
1817 CE. AM of his family was famous for scholarship, including his 


daughter, Asmau, who was a writer and poet. 








Shehu Uthmàn was without doubt the greatest Muslim scholar and reformer 
in Nigerian history. The books, in which he preached reform, purification of 
the religion from pagan practices and the supremacy of the law (Shari'ah) are 

still read today. The Shehu’s only intention was to preach in peace and 
persuade people to do right. It was the jealousy of the power-hungry rulers, 
such as Yunfa, which gave the Shehu no choice but to fight and defend 
themselves, and by the Grace of Allah iz, they succeeded. 


Shehu Uthman had many qualities that made him a successful leader. Firstly, 
his scholarship enabled him to perceive the difference between truth and 
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falsehood, between the true social teachings of Islam and the non-Islamic 
customs that the rulers and some of the people were practicing. Second, his 
care for the welfare of the common people, and his readiness to suffer 
discomfort in order to enlighten them about Islam and about their duties and 
rights as Muslims; he devoted his entire life to this cause. Lastly, one must 
admire his faith, steadfastness and courage in refusing to abandon his mission 
and in standing firm against the military power of the oppressors. 


Malam Abdullahi Dan Fodio 


Malam Abdullahi was born in the Hausa State of Gobir around 1766-1767 
C.E. He was 12 years younger than his brother, Shehu Uthman. 


He was taught the Qur'an by his father, and when he had completed its 
reading, he was taught by Shehu Uthman and other scholars. He had a clear 
understanding of Islam and became a scholar and poet. He wrote many 
important books, and joined Shehu Uthman in preaching reform among the 
Muslims. 


When the time for Jihad came, Abdullahi became one of its most important 
leaders. In battle, Malam Abdullahi was very brave, setting an example to his 
followers, even when he was wounded. He could be firm and bold when 
necessary, but he was forgiving and generous in victory. 


Malam Abdullahi was a very good Muslim. He did not seek wealth and 
pleasure but lived in a simple way, molding his life to the example of 


Rasulullah 25. 


He was very kind and merciful, especially towards the average person. He 
advised the rulers to treat them gently and not to demand too much of them. 
But he expected the educated leaders to have a strict code of conduct 
themselves. They had knowledge and power, and should therefore set the 
highest moral standards for others to emulate. 
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iam Abdullahi's writing, preaching and example helped to spread the true 
mchings of Islam among the people. 


When Shehu Uthman withdrew from fighting in order to pursue his studies 
md writing, Malam Abdullahi was put in command of the western part of the 
imitory. He was based in Gwandu, where he died in 1829, C.E. at the age of 


66. 


Shehu Uthman and Malam Abdullahi were great scholars, sincere and truthful 
preachers, wise leaders, brave fighters and Muslims of high moral standards, 
famous not only throughout West Africa but also in other parts of the Muslim 


World. 


Muhammad El-Amin El-Kanemi 


Muhammad El-Amin El-Kanemi was born in 1778 in a semi-desert region of 
Borno, north of Lake Chad. His father was Sheikh Langa of the Kanembu 
tribe and his mother was an Arab from North Africa. He was sent to school 
in Egypt and proved to be intelligent and having leadership qualities. 


Upon completion of his studies, he accompanied his father to Makkah to 
perform the pilgrimage. They remained in Makkah for some years. His father 





fell ill and died at Madinah on their way home. El-Kanemi traveled on 
through Cairo to Tripoli in North Africa, where he stayed for some time to 
further his Qur’anic studies at the Kairouwan Mosque. 


At last, he crossed the desert and reached home in Borno. The ruler of Borno 
was known as the Mai. The Mai appointed El-Kanemi as Chief of the 
Kanembu tribe. Because of his broad-based education, he became not only 
a chief but also an advisor and teacher among his people. He established his 
own school at Diffu, his base, and branches of the school in the surrounding. 
areas staffed by his pupils. In this way, he developed a large following of 
scholars and pupils in Borno among the Kanembu, the Shua Arab and Më 
Tubu tribes. 
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El-Kanemi was very concemed for the welfare of his people, and was strict 
in enforcing the Shari ah. 


In 1804 C.E., a Jihad broke out in Kebbe and soon spread to other Hausa 
states under the leadership of Shehu Uthman Dan Fodio. The Fulanis (another 
tbe), in particular, joined the Jihad, and those settled in Borno rose against 
the Mai of Borno and captured his capital Ngazaramu. 


The Mai fled and called on El-Kanemi and his large following to help him. 
El-Kanemi did not think much of the Mai because he was a weak leader, but 
he did not want to see Bomo conquered by outsiders, so he gathered and 
trained a small amy. He also wrote to Shehu Uthman Dan Fodio and other 
local Fulani leaders, complaining about the attacks by Fulanis on fellow 
Muslims. 


El-Kanemt drove the Fulanis out of Ngazargamu and restored the Mai to 
power. However, when he had returned to his home area, the Fulanis again 
drove out the Mai, and El-Kanemi led his men to defeat them once more. 


El-Kanemi became a hero, and from that time, the Mais of Borno came to 
depend on him for protection. On El-Kanemi’s advice, the Mai moved his 
capital further east to Bimin Kabela. At the request of the Mai, El-Kanemi 
established his own headquarters about 12 kilometers away. The method by 
which he selected its site is interesting. He and his followers set off on their 
horses reciting the Qur'an, and they established their new headquarters at the 
spot where they completed the recitation of the entire Qur’an. 


There, El-Kanemi set up another school in his house. It is recorded that every 
night, between about 7:00 and 10:00 p.m., the Quran would be read through 
1,000 times in his house, which gives an idea of the incredible number of 
scholars who must have participated. Every Friday, before ‘Asr prayer, they 
would read the Qur'an 100 times. 


Many people came to visit El-Kanemi and learn from him. Some built houses 
near his home, so that his settlement soon grew into a town, and was called 
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a after a Kuka tree that grew near his house. A special quarter of the 


pin was set aside for Berber and Arab traders from North Africa, who also 
«ved as teachers in the school. 


' ElKanemi became known as the Shehu of Borno, and he was so popular and 
powerful that he was able to depose any Mai whom he suspected of disloyalty 
tohim and to appoint another member of the royal family to replace him. 





| Mai Dunama became jealous of El-Kanemi. He made a plot, along with 

| another tribe, the Baghirmi, to attack and kill El-Kanemi. The plot was 

' discovered by El-Kanemi, who turned the tables on the Mai. Instead, the Mai 
was killed himself by his own allies, and his capital was overrun by them. 
Meanwhile, El-Kanemi escaped. 


The Baghirmi went home, leaving Borno without a Mai. The younger brother 
of Dunama, Ibrahim, promised to leave the real power to El-Kanemi if he 
could only bear the title of Mai. As a ruler, El-Kanemi proved to be very 
effective. He encouraged the Muslims to learn more about Islam and follow 
it correctly. He also maintained law and order throughout Borno. 


| The British traveler and explorer, Clapperton, visited Borno in 1822 and 
|. wrote of El-Kanemi: “No one could have used greater endeavors to substitute 
| — laws of reason for practices of barbarity and although feared, he is loved and 


| 


respected. Compared to all around him, he is an angel and has subdued more 
by his generosity, mildness and benevolent disposition than by force of arms." 


El-Kanemi fought other battles before his death, and due to his steadfastness, 
the Fulanis were never able to extend their rule to Borno. 


E\-Kanemi died in 1835, and was succeeded as Shehu by his son, Umar. He 
lefi behind him some of his written works, including a Tafsir of the Qur'àn, 
which is kept in Konduga today, and other books on Tawhid. He also left 

behind a great tradition of Islamic scholarship in Borno, existing even today. 
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IQRA' IONS: 
TRANSLITERATION CHART SLAMICINVOCATIONS: 
me: i; 4 Rasilullah, Salla Allahu ‘alaihi wa Sallam ( AO ids AU! mo ), and the Qur'án teaches 
us to glorify Allah xz when we mention His Name and to invoke His Blessings when we 
k JI 5 oy EM o mention the names of His Angels, Messengers, the Sahábah and the Pious Ancestors. 
J di : AR When we mention the Name of Allah we must say: Subhána-hü Wa-Ta'àlá 
x ( ius, iL ), Glenfied is He and High. In this book we write : to remind ourselves 
a to glorify Allah. 
mo, sp d$ — 
, s When we mention the name of Rastlullah 2z we must say: Salla Allāhu 'alai-hi wa- 
LEO S ' Lc Sallam, (ps «i Wi | 12), May Alláh's Blessings and Peace be upon him. 
We wnte 25 to remind ourselves to invoke Allah’s Blessings on Rasülullàh. 
h 2 EN. n E. 
When we mention the name of an angel or a prophet we must say: Alai-hi-(a)s-Salàm 
Wo ENS . kh IERI ( PX cle), Upon him be peace. 
We wnte à to remind ourselves to invoke Allah’s Peace upon him. 
WE c t 
7 When we hear the name of the Sahabah we must Say: 
Dd 5 - | For a Sahàbi, Radiya-(A)llahu Ta' àlà 'an-hu ( c , a5 Wi 2, ), May Allah be pleased 
with him. 
o E. 


We write tx to remind ourselves to invoke Allah's pleasure on them. 
SHORT VOWELS LONG VOWELS 


DIPHTHONGS For more than two, Radiya-(A)llàhu Ta'àlà 'an-hum, (rr Mas ii (>), May Allah be 
FA Fa- Ú aw. \ f- pleased with them. 
A j We write 55 to remind ourselves to invoke Allah's pleasure on them. 
P i^ For a Sahábiyyah, Radiya-(A)llahu Ta‘ala ‘an-ha ( tae ue Aul ), May Allah be 
di a pleased with her. 
Such as: kataba 3 Suchas: Kitab SÉS Suchas: Lawh - We write £x to remind ourselves to invoke Allah's pleasure on her. 
: 3 Ty 
Such as: Qul J Such as: Mamnun gra  Suchas: 'Ain For two of them, Radiya-(A)llahu Ta'alà 'an-humá ( ^ = AUS ali i>»), May Allah be 
- i | pleased with both of them. 
Suas Nimah “as  Suchas, Din (pe | We write 5 to remind ourselves to invoke Allah's pleasure on them. 
* Special attention should be given to the symbol 


MMOD si S marked with stars for they When we hear the name of the Pious Ancestor (As-Salaf as-Sálih) we must say: 
have no equivalent in the English sounds, n For a man, Rahmatu-(A)llàh ‘alai-hi( qi Ái i), May Alláh's Mercy be upon him. 
Note Letters in parenthesis (3) (appear in writing but are not pronounced. For a woman, Rahmatu-(A)llāh ‘alai-ha (uote dui TE ), May Alláh's Mercy be with her 
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About the Textbook , “ih A 















It gives me great pleasure to have the privilege of introducing 
Adhib and Akhlag: Theory and Practice. 
as Tahdhib and Sirah by Hajiya B. 















slámic Studies, especially for young students. 


An outstanding merit of the textbook is its emphasis on the 
= spirit of the various teachings of Islam as well as on their moral 
- and social values. Moreover, the author has gainfully used her 
wealth of knowledge of other subjects in putting the facts 
across to the students effectively. She has also employed ratio- 
nal arguments in helping the reader to understand the lessons 
thoroughly. 


The first part of the book is a textbook designed especially for 

the classroom. It deals with various tenets on Islamic Tahdhib 

and Akhlag, referring to the Qi fän and the Sunnah as the most 
important sources. Part tw@@is an enrichment section, which 

i deals with the lives of iis. the Sirah of Prophet 

Muhammad £ and the livestof'some prominent Sahabah and 
other pious Muslims. 


Dawid A. 0.5. Noibi 


Ms ~ 
Senior Po P ofA LA and Islamic 2 Tudies, 
adan, Ibadan, Nigeria i 





